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G4 consumer price inflation

Twelve-month percentage changes
12 -
— US315 8 224
Euro area 2.59 ¥ 2 24
—— Japan2.79 H#& 224
e UK 3.41 T8 224

10 4

-4 T T . r T . . T
2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

SourceLSEG Datastream /Wildinvestors Inc 2024/03/23

ek B G ABEEY), s EK) CHERLETERRER b, FE S xuIzinE < I32A
BEREL O 3 2ZA B2 L] TLEN, AES T5 3 2ARIE] AR LE L, LEERN- T,
INETEDULHISRNE D> TNAZ LIZTEELTFEN,

ETINETH CPI REEHOEGMICHONWTENTEE LN, PLEE > TW- L9 &G L
FL7-, SREZELUTES o Ix3 AR k] TRESES

M2 BICEZDIF. b ASOWNNZE—9%DI+51 &7
Jh) T4 (fEIRM)

DR THENET (FBASRN), ZOFHMENL R L EEDES 01 A 02 AL ERLTEREZ LA
EHTIEH EHA, 2o PRI TSN RS . By - EEF e 3, EER
DLUEMR AL TEY . POEA ISV EREET,

13/201

“DEEP INSIDE” 2024/03
©Wild Investors Inc. http// www.wildinvestors.com/



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html

H& 5 FEES VIV (REEHE IHMARL)

G4 JHEI A (REHEREIN ARiLL)

G4 consumer price inflation (Cumulative and 3M )
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Global Core inflation rates

Annual core inflation rate - percent
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H% 7 XEEa7/ 7L (REERD
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Annual core inflation rate - percent
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JL—4%) Z2EHTAMEVS E TKYIEREEMD]

7% 5T

7272 L CPI IR 2 I H <. PPI L OfH 35 & PCE Wlifs s 9 HIFEEHERH CTX 2D Tifidh
XEBLLIZRINTHEDT &,

Z L TEEREELEHBEISEIE CPI A 35%. PCE ¥HE#EEIL 15% & < &V ET,

THEL5DXIITERENEVIRIIE S TCPT TA v 7 LA I, PCE Wiliisic baE -
ERURT D NE =& D TT,
16/201

“DEEP INSIDE” 2024/03
©Wild Investors Inc. http// www.wildinvestors.com/



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html

AANL CPI RRLRLE@E D TH AT L b LT KN EH- LTI 5, 03 A 29 HIZ PCE ik &
MR REINTZHA VT VIRTZEL TR ERT200 LAERA,

VBV WihiE RAHRA b [EIRZFEHD TSRS 7 AU k)] (2024 43 H 5
H)

7 VIR BIZ
2024/03/05

https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=Jg-1rCvT_Pw

PCE #flifedk (F 7 v —%) OFFN L0 IEM, 7275 FRB NERT 5,

CPT IZ PCE WMli$s2k L v & < o vy, L L CPT I FE (K 2 M F.< . PPI L0FH3 % & PCE
WFE 50T 9 BIRLEHER T & 5,

(D) FEHEOHE

CPLIZZANALZRAR, KAfi&FG S ~ORER (B FRREL< 2D EROVICHEBHEZHE S L
DATEY) ARSI,

PCE ¥t 453 71 v v—A=R.

(2) 7=A FDE
EEEN D 5EEX
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7272 L&E O FRIF AL THHETRT 25 FIF RT3 Bl &2 HERF L= 6 Do, 2025 £ OF] F il
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72T AR N L TOVE T,
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B#& 10 CMEJxF-J72F-Y—jL&kY FONC =

2024/03/24

FTIFR—XFHEX A
OIS =

MEETING DATE 300-325 325-350 350-375 375-400 400-425 425-450 450-475 475-500 500-525 525-550

2024/05/01 00% 00% 00% 00% 7.7%| 92.3%
2024/06112| 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 58% 70.8% | 23.4%
2024/07/31, 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 29% 387% 46.8% | 11.6%
2024/0918 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 23% 312% 451% 190% 2.4%
0R 20241107 00% 00% 00% 00% 11% 165% 380% 323% 109% 1.2%
Bk 2024112118 00% 00% 0.0% 08% 11.3% 30.8% 342% 181% 45% 0.4%
20250129 00% 00% 04% 68% 225% 328% 249% 102% 21% 0.2%
20250319 00% 02% 3.9% 152% 28.0% 286% 17.1% 59% 11% 0.1%
2025/04/30 0.1% 18% 8.8% 20.8% 282% 236% 122% 38% 06% 0.0%

CME FEDWATCH TOOL - MEETING PROBABILITIES

MEETING DATE 300-325 325-350 350-375 375-400 400-425 425-450 450-475 475500 500-525 525-550

2024/03/20 00% 00% 00% 00% 360% 64.0%
202400501 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 30% 383% 587% 0.0%
01831H 2024/06/12 00% 00% 00% 00% 00% 25% 330% 557% 89% 0.0%
FOMCE#% 2024/07/31.  0.0% 00% 00% 05% 86% 375% 464% 71% 00% 0.0%

2024/09/18 0.0% 6 00% 05% 7.8% 349% 456% 106% 06% 0.0% 0.0%
2024/11/07 00%| 03% 55% | 262% 421% 218% 38% 02%| 00% 0.0%
2024/12/18 | 03% 45% 225% | 393% 255% | 71% 09% 00% 0.0% 0.0% 3

https://www.cmegroup.com/ja/markets/interest-rates/cme-fedwatch-tool.htmi

(HF:) MEZ7 =R+ 77 > R Y—L
L DEH T )5 probabilities #27 U v 7,

https://www. cmegroup. com/ ja/markets/interest-rates/cme—fedwatch—-tool. html
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(HFT : investing. com https://jp. investing. com/commodities/crude—oil-streaming—chart)
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FHATL,

AEROEMAMHE . REAHHHATOKMELL LI =k LV F—R'E
2024 43 H 19 HF# 2:14 GMT+9

https://jp. reuters. com/world/russia/BBOLUTOYNRKUFHST5QJ JTAEVKY-2024-03-19
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B& 14 RKEA—LFH—T

XKEAM—ILED—T
[US] Yield Curve US Treasury
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2 Year Real Interest Rates (Fixed Income - BEI)
15 RE&H =1V EBESF
103 TL=D4=T AV R =AU I =R EFSEEA VLB BESF)
BARE25F4 VIV @ 8ET 3B VEHIETHKA

S -
0
] — X 21
-5 —— K4V 1.06
101 ' ' ' — B -1.48 3FA VL EEREF]
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
51
0

5 (FAY—KE)-1.04
—— (B —XH)-3.58

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Source:LSEG Datastream MWildinvestors Inc2024/0323

SeEEO 4 mEREENSEE L— FITATA L:Hﬁ’\"cv@"@.ﬁ)ﬁ‘f’oﬁ LB 5 0 £ L7256 B
LR PR - B8] & e IR T

27/201

“DEEP INSIDE” 2024/03
©Wild Investors Inc. http:/www.wildinvestors.com/



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html

BE 17 FrZEREORERPAEBEL—F

KEEIILHEZL—M(Citi BR)

Real broad effective exchange rates Citi Daily

120 -
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Source LSEG Datastream /Wildinvestors Inc 2024/03/23
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(2) $18Y NISA 12 L 5 BARD BAME~DOE A, 01 Al 1 JK 2000 fEM
https://www. bloomberg. co. jp/news/articles/2024-02-08/SSIKMST1UMOWOO
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(HFT : ZAi FX  https/zai.diamond.jp/list/fxchart/detail?pair=USDJPY &time=1w#charttop)
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US Debt Delinquency 3M Expectations
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Magnificent 7 or FAAMG price chart (rel to SPX)
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Best Cars of the Year: 10 Top Picks of 2024

The cars, SUVs, and trucks that shine brightest in CR s tests

By Jeff S. Bartlett

February 27, 2024

New—car shoppers in 2024 have more than 260 models to choose from. To help you find the right
one for you, Consumer Reports selects 10 Top Picks each year, based on road-test performance,
predicted reliability, owner satisfaction, and safety. (All Top Picks come standard with
automatic emergency braking that works both at low speeds with pedestrian detection and at
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highway speeds.)

"We picked the best models in a variety of price points and categories to provide smart choices

for car shoppers,” says Jake Fisher, senior director of Consumer Reports’

(See how the car brands rank by their Overall Score.)

Auto Test Center.

This year’ s pantheon of automotive excellence includes four hybrids, three plug—in hybrid

electric vehicles (PHEVs), and one electric vehicle, confirming that models with fully or partly

electrified powertrains can best their gas-only rivals.
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2 suspects, including teen, arrested in connection to New York City murder of Nadia Vitel

Ahjane Forbes
Natalie Neysa Alund

USA TODAY

A manhunt is over after authorities arrested two reported squatters who were wanted in

connection to the brutal murder of a woman in a New York City apartment.

On Friday, March 22, the U.S. Marshals Service (USMS) Fugitive Task Force detained the two
suspects, 19-year—-old Halley Tejada and a person who was a juvenile at the time of the offense,
on the premise of a stolen vehicle that had belonged to the Manhattan, New York murder victim,
Nadia Vitel, 52, according to the press release by the organization. Vitel was a resident of

Kips Bay, authorities say.

On March 14, the New York Police Department (NYPD) homicide detectives responded to an address
on East 31st St. in Manhattan. Police told USA TODAY that just before 4:30 p.m., officers
responded to the apartment for a wellness check and found “an unconscious and unresponsive

female” in a closet. Arriving paramedics pronounced the woman dead at the scene

Investigators later identified the suspects as persons of interest in the homicide, USMS

said.

Both waived their extradition from York County to Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, where they
both will be arraigned on the RSP charges, charges given to those who steal property, and face

possible extradition back to New York.

()
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Arizona counties cancel voter registrations of non—citizens, most added to rolls by third

parties

Of the 186 non-citizen voters in Pima County, 120 of them were registered through political

parties and voter registration drives
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By Natalia Mittelstadt

Published: February 23, 2024 11:00pm

Article
Dig Deeper

More than 400 non—citizens have been removed from the voter rolls of two Arizona counties
since 2015, with most of the removed Pima County registrants being registered to vote through

third parties.

Arizona’ s most populous counties removed non-citizens from their voter rolls after some
had already voted in elections. While many in Pima County were registered through political
parties and voter registration drives, the more common means across the country are through

states’ Departments of Motor Vehicles

According to a report by the Public Interest Legal Foundation (PILF) released on Tuesday,
Pima County has removed 186 non—citizens from its voter rolls while Maricopa County has removed
222 since 2015, with the majority of those in Pima being registered to vote through third

parties.

https://publicinterestlegal. org/wp—content/uploads/2024/02/AZ-Noncitizen—Report—2024-FI
NAL. pdf

Of the 186 non—citizen voters in Pima County, seven cast ballots across two federal and local
elections. A total of 120 of the records, or approximately 65%, “came from ‘political parties
and group drives,’ ” according to the information given to PILF by Pima County. The county

data didn’ t include which third-party drives registered the non—citizens.

The year with the greatest amount of non—citizen voter records created in Pima County was
2022 at 132. The midterm election year of 2022 also had the highest number of non—-citizen voters

who cast ballots in the county, which was six in total during the general election.

Also, 108 of the non—citizen registrants in Pima County did not choose a party affiliation.

A total of 46 registered as Democrats, 28 Republicans, three Independents, and one Libertarian.
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The new report included information from PILF’ s report last April on Maricopa County, which
found that 2020 was the year with the most ballots cast by non—citizens in that county, a total

of five in the general election.

While both Pima and Maricopa counties released their non—citizen voter records to PILF, the
law firm has two ongoing lawsuits against Alameda County, Calif., and the state of Pennsylvania

trying to obtain their non—citizen voter records

Lauren Bis, PILF director of Communications and Engagement, told Just the News on Friday
that most of the non—citizen voters self-reported casting ballots, since they must do so when
going through the naturalization process to become a U.S. citizen. Because of this, Bis said

that the actual number of non-citizens on the voter rolls is likely “much higher.”

PILF President J. Christian Adams told the ”Just the News, No Noise” TV show last year that
the “vast majority” of non—citizens on voter rolls “are motor voter registrations” ? referring
to the 1993 National Voter Registration Act that made it easier for people applying for a

driver’s license to also register to vote

In a statement released on Tuesday, Adams said, “Federal law hampers states’ abilities
to validate citizenship during the voter registration process. The federal government could
update Motor Voter to allow states to require proof of citizenship and add citizenship to Motor
Voter’ s reasonable list maintenance requirements. Arizona is limited to building imperfect

systems to address the problem of foreign nationals voting.”

Registrants are asked if they are U.S. citizens on voter registration forms. However, states
are not allowed to have any other criteria to prove that voters are U.S. citizens to vote in

federal elections.

Arizona is a state with the unusual situation of bifurcated elections, in which residents
who provide proof of U.S. citizenship can vote in all elections while the others may vote only
in federal elections, resulting in ballots cast by voters who haven’ t proven their U.S.

citizenship.
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State law requires residents registering to vote in the state to provide proof of U.S.

citizenship.

However, after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 2013 that Arizona must accept U.S. voter
registration forms because of federal requirements under the 1993 National Voter Registration
Act, the state allows residents registering to vote who don’ t provide proof of citizenship

to receive ballots for federal races only.

When residents of Arizona register to vote or update their registration, an election system

accesses their driver’ s license records to verify whether they have proof of citizenship.

Those without documentation are ineligible to vote in state elections and registered as

“federal-only” voters, according to the Associated Press

Previously, Just the News reported that the number of federal-only ballots cast in Arizona’ s
counties in the 2020 election was at least 5,697. Information regarding federal-only ballots

recently provided by Cochise County to Just the News brings that number up to 5, 798

As more illegal immigrants are crossing the U.S.-Mexico border, some states are letting
non—citizens vote in local elections. California, Maryland, Vermont, and Washington, D.C.,

allow non—citizens to vote in local elections

New York City approved a law in 2021 that would permit non—citizens to vote in local elections,
but a New York appeals court rejected it on Wednesday, ruling that it violated the state

constitution.

Also, San Francisco’ s Board of Supervisors appointed a Hong Kong immigrant who’ s a

non—citizen to the city s election commission last week.

Meanwhile, seven states have specified that non—citizens aren’ t allowed to vote in state

and local elections: Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Louisiana, North Dakota, and Ohio.
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Bis said that in states where non—citizens can vote in local elections, the locality “would

have to keep separate records and voter rolls like Arizona but for the opposite purpose because

they’ re allowed to vote.”

She added that this system “seems way more complicated” and that it “could lead to mistakes

by localities” where they “accidentally put [non—citizens] on the wrong voter rolls.”
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REPORT: After firing investigative reporter Catherine Herridge who was investigating the

Hunter Biden laptop story, CBS reportedly seized her belongings
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Nothing to see here.

The network reportedly seized all of her belongings including files, computers and most

importantly, information on privileged sources

”A former CBS manager, who also spoke on condition of anonymity, said that he had ’never

heard of anything like this,’” said

@JonathanTurley

“He attested to the fact that, in past departures, journalists took all of their files and
office contents. Indeed, the company would box up everything from cups to post—its for departing

”
reporters.

“He said the holding of the material was “outrageous” and clearly endangered confidential

”
sources.
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@CBS_Herridge

#CapitolBuilding TIMELINE: Critical window Wednesday is coming into focus 1230-1315. While
POTUS addressed the rally + before he concluded, a group was already pushing onto the grounds
of the Capitol building + first pipe bomb discovered (1245p) at RNC + second pipe bomb at DNC
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By Jim Hoft 3 H 1, 2024 11:00 am
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BREAKING: VIDEO RELEASED ? US Federal Agents Arrest Reporter Steve Baker for Covering Jan.
6 Protests and Challenging Official Narrative
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By Jim Hoft Mar. 1, 2024 11:00 am

The Blaze journalist Steve Baker was arrested on Friday morning by FBI agents for reporting

on the January 6 protests and challenging the official narrative

https://twitter. com/theblaze/status/1763569770127913076

Nearly three years after the January 6, 2021 fedsurrection, Blaze reporter Steve Baker
reported in December that he will be charged for his actions that day reporting live on the

event.

Steve wrote in October 2023 that he was under investigation for the past two years by Chris

Wray’ s FBI for reporting at the historic protests in Washington DC.

Even reporters aren’ t safe from this tyrannical regime. Steve expected to be charged by

the Biden regime.

https://twitter. com/TPCAUSA/status/1735344427235778823
Steve Baker — TPC
@TPC4USA
BREAKING My attorney has just been notified by
@FBT
that I am going to be charged by
@TheJusticeDept

for my journalistic efforts on #Jan6. I have to self-surrender on Tuesday. Charges are yet

unknown. Stay tuned for more information to follow this afternoon.
PR 2:02 20234212 H 15 H

462.8 7 fFDFIR
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Steve Baker detailed his experiences that day in an earlier report. Then, in February 2021,
he began questioning the role others may have played in the protests and rioting that day.

This was clearly off limits.

The left-wing Sedition Hunters compiled a rather impressive spreadsheet of all types of
journalists, with designations of “Interior (Breach),”  “Interior (Press Corps),” and
“Restricted Grounds” assigned to 160 different “confirmed” journalists, and an additional

spreadsheet tab listing 45 “unconfirmed” reporters and videographers.

When I first looked up the Sedition Hunters’ spreadsheet over a year ago, I wasn’ t listed.
So I contacted them and asked to be added. They didn’ t respond to me directly. Instead, they
blocked me from their Twitter page. A more recent search shows they added my name, along with
my Locals blog link, my Twitter handle, and my Rumble page, with the “Interior (Breach)”

designation under the “confirmed” tab.

(My journalistic activities on January 6 took place before 1 became a Blaze Media

contributor.)

I made no effort to hide what I was doing on January 6. I did two different interviews that
same day with WUSA, a CBS News affiliate in Washington, D.C. I also uploaded a short YouTube

video commentary later that same evening

Upon returning to my home in Raleigh, North Carolina, I socked myself away for five days,
doing a frame—by—frame analysis of my own videos. I then wrote and published on January 13
2021, a 9, 500-word opus to my blog detailing what I experienced that day, titled, “What I

Saw on January 6th in Washington, D.C.”

That piece, and a February 24, 2021, follow-up, “Who was ‘Up the Chain’ on January 6?”
has been viewed and read by hundreds of thousands of readers on my blog and various social

media pages.

Obviously, this was not acceptable to the regime.
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Steve Baker announced on Wednesday that he has been instructed to turn himself in on Friday.
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(FCH )
House Republicans release more Jan. 6 tapes, but now without rioters’ face blurred

Mike Johnson reversed himself after saying they could be “retaliated against.”

ByLauren Peller

March 2, 2024, 6:55 AM

House Republicans released 5, 000 hours more of security footage from the Jan. 6, 2021, attack
on the U.S. Capitol on Friday, but Speaker Mike Johnson announced —— in a reversal —— that

the House Administration Committee will no longer blur the faces of individuals in the footage.

“Additionally, upon extensive further consultation with the Committee, and at my direction,
the Committee will no longer plan to blur the faces of individuals in the footage given the
significant logistic hurdles involved and the importance of getting this work completed as

responsibly and efficiently as possible,” Johnson said in a statement

House Administration Committee Chairman Barry Loudermilk said in a statement that the
decisionwill “significantly expedite CCTV footage releases, all of which will be made available

to the American public within the next few months, without blurring or editing.”
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“The first batch is already available on our Rumble page,” Loudermilk said.

Johnson previously announced in December he instructed the House Administration Committee
to blur the complete surveillance footage from the Jan. 6 attack in order to protect participants

from being charged by law enforcement

"We have to blur some of the faces of persons who participated in the events of that day
because we don’ t want them to be retaliated against and to be charged by the [Department of
Justice] and to have other, you know, concerns and problems,” Johnson, who joined some other
Republicans in seeking to overturn former President Donald Trump’ s 2020 election defeat,

Johnson said at a press conference in December.

Later, in a statement issued on social media soon after, a spokesman for Johnson, Raj Shah
said, “Faces are to be blurred from public viewing room footage to prevent all forms of
retaliation against private citizens from any non—governmental actors. The Department of

Justice already has access to raw footage from January 6, 2021.”7

Federal investigators have possession of unblurred footage, which they have used to help

identify and charge suspects in the riot

More than 1, 200 people have been charged in connection with Jan. 6, according to the Department

of Justice.

The Jan. 6 security tapes became of high interest in conservative circles in 2023 when then—Fox
News host Tucker Carlson used some of the surveillance footage, released to him by then—Speaker

Kevin McCarthy, to try and downplay the rioting as peaceful.

In November, Trump applauded Johnson for releasing the the tapes

“Congratulations to Speaker of the House, Mike Johnson for having the Courage and Fortitude
to release all of the J6 Tapes, which will explicitly reveal what really happened on January
6th!” Trump wrote in a post on his social media platform.
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Capitol Police Chief Tom Manger said in an internal memo at the time that Carlson’ s coverage

of the tapes was “filled with offensive and misleading conclusions.”

The House Administration Committee is expected to continue releasing the remaining footage

online for the public to access. Republicans plan to re—upload any footage that has been blurred.
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Hunter Finally Admits Joe Biden Is “The Big Guy”

BY TYLER DURDEN

SATURDAY, MAR 02, 2024 - 12:11 AM

Hunter Biden on Wednesday testified to Congress that his father, Joe, was indeed “the big
guy” referenced in an email pertaining to a business deal with a Chinese state—linked energy
company that made the Biden family and friends millions of dollars. He denied, however, that

Joe Biden ever received a 10% stake as was indicated in the text message.

”At one point, we asked Hunter about the 10% for the ‘big guy,’ ” Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene

(R-GA) told Breitbart News following the first son’s six—hour, closed-door deposition.

”

"We showed him the email ‘-- And he said, ‘Oh, that was after my father left office.’ she

told the outlet

Hunter then tried to downplay the 10% idea:

What’ s wrong with having a pie—in—the—sky idea? When he [Joe Biden] left office in 2017,
it thought he was done. I had no idea was gonna run for president. What’ s wrong with just

some pie?’ -+ thinking that he [Joe Biden] could be in the business. —Breitbart

Greene said that Hunter insisted that “there was no percentage for my father in the business,”

and that the 20 speakerphone calls Joe Biden joined was considered normal.

“"He was saying it’ s totally normal for your parents to call you,” said Greene. “He just

s 7

totally kept on saying, ‘Oh, this is normal. This is normal.

Greene also confirmed Rep. Matt Gaetz’ s (R-KY) statement that Hunter testified he joined
the board of Burisma Holdings to counter Russian aggression. “He said he was picked to serve
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on Burisma ‘s board to defend democracy and Burisma was stopping Russian aggression,” Greene

said.

Hunter’ s stated purpose for joining Burisma’ s board is a new claim that indicates bizarre

reasoning never before revealed

In 2015, Burisma was under suspicion of money laundering and public corruption. Prosecutor
Victor Shokin investigated the case before his termination due to pressure from then—Vice
President Joe Biden, who threatened to withhold $1 billion in U.S. aid from Ukraine if the

Ukrainian government did not fire the prosecutor investigating Burisma.

Joe Biden later bragged about the firing during a 2018 appearance at the Council on Foreign

Relations. -Breitbart

According to Greene, Republicans need to “get ready” for Democrats to fabricate another
Russian disinformation hoax related to Hunter and the 2024 election — and that it would likely

fit the media’ s existing narrative against both Trump and protecting the Biden family.

”T have a prediction that they’ re gonna move it on to members of Congress like me and others,
Jim Jordan, Jamie Comer, any of us that got hot and heavy on this Ukraine Burisma stuff, that
they’ re somehow going to say that Republicans are Russian sympathizers. They re gonna call
me that anyway, because I won’ t fund the Ukraine war. They re probably going to accuse us
of being Russian sympathizers and falling for Russian disinformation and its election meddling.
And then Democratic members of Congress here already saying they will not certify Trump’ s

election if he wins.” -MTG

“Tt was there’ s a really weird theme in there with the whole Russian thing, ” said Greene

In November, the House Oversight Committee revealed that President Biden received $40, 000
in Chinese funds which were ”laundered” through his brother, James Biden, in a “complicated
financial transaction” marked as a ’loan,” which took place just weeks after Hunter Biden
threatened the Chinese with his father’ s wrath in a July 30, 2017 text message to a CEFC China

Energy employee.
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The alleged 2017 transfer from first brother James Biden to the future president involves
the same business deal in which Joe Biden was called the “big guy” and penciled in for a
10% cut ? and would be the first proven instance of the commander—-in-chief getting a piece

of his family’ s foreign income.

The money ended up in Joe Biden’ s bank account on Sept. 3, 2017, via a check labeled “loan

repayment” from his younger brother, who partnered with Hunter in the venture. —NY Post

“Remember when Joe Biden told the American people that his son didn’ t make money in China?”
asked Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R-KY) in a video posted to X. ” “Well, not
only did he lie about his son Hunter making money in China, but it also turns out that $40, 000

in laundered China money landed in Joe Biden’ s bank account in the form of a personal check.”
https://twitter. com/GOPoversight/status/1719715754218520921

https://twitter. com/GOPoversight/status/1719715832337424586

This of course came on the heels of another “loan” repayment from James to Joe for $200, 000

https://twitter. com/GOPoversight/status/1715435371784245506
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(L SCH )
CIA Had Foreign Allies Spy On Trump Team, Triggering Russia Collusion Hoax, Sources Say

United States Intelligence Community targeted 26 Trump advisors for foreign spy agencies

to “reverse target” and “bump”

MICHAEL SHELLENBERGER, MATT TAIBBI, AND ALEX GUTENTAG
2024/02/14

? PAID

Last year, John Durham, a special prosecutor for the Department of Justice (DOJ), concluded
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) should never have opened its investigation of

alleged collusion by then—presidential candidate Donald J. Trump and Russia in late July of
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2016.

Now, multiple credible sources tell Public and Racket that the United States Intelligence
Community (IC), including the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), illegally mobilized foreign

intelligence agencies to target Trump advisors long before the summer of 2016.

The new information fills many gaps in our understanding of the Russia collusion hoax and

is supported by testimony already in the public record.

Until now, the official story has been that the FBI' s investigation began after Australian
intelligence officials told US officials that a Trump aide had boasted to an Australian diplomat

that Russia had damning material about Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton.

In truth, the US IC asked the “Five Eyes” intelligence alliance to surveil Trump s
associates and share the intelligence they acquired with US agencies, say sources close to
a House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (HSPCI) investigation. The Five Eyes nations

are the US, UK, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.

After Public and Racket had been told that President Barack Obama’ s CIA Director, John
Brennan, had identified 26 Trump associates for the Five Eyes to target, a source confirmed
that the IC had “identified [them] as people to ‘bump,’ or make contact with or manipulate
They were targets of our own IC and law enforcement ? targets for collection and

misinformation.”

Unknown details about the FBI’ s investigation of the Trump campaign and raw intelligence
related to the IC’ s surveillance of the Trump campaign are in a 10—inch binder that Trump

ordered to be declassified at the very end of his term, sources told Public and Racket

If the top—secret documents exist proving these charges, they are potentially proof that

multiple US intelligence officials broke laws against spying and election interference

(%)
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(T HA)
The Spy War: How the C.I.A. Secretly Helps Ukraine Fight Putin

For more than a decade, the United States has nurtured a secret intelligence partnership

with Ukraine that is now critical for both countries in countering Russia.

A Ukrainian Army soldier in a forest near Russian lines this month. A C. I. A. —supported network
of spy bases has been constructed in the past eight years that includes 12 secret locations

along the Russian border.Credit...Tyler Hicks/The New York Times

By Adam Entous and Michael Schwirtz

Adam Entous and Michael Schwirtz conducted more than 200 interviews in Ukraine, several other

European countries and the United States to report this story.

Published Feb. 25, 2024

Updated Feb. 28, 2024

Nestled in a dense forest, the Ukrainian military base appears abandoned and destroyed, its

command center a burned-out husk, a casualty of a Russian missile barrage early in the war.

But that is above ground.

Not far away, a discreet passageway descends to a subterranean bunker where teams of Ukrainian
soldiers track Russian spy satellites and eavesdrop on conversations between Russian commanders.
On one screen, a red line followed the route of an explosive drone threading through Russian

air defenses from a point in central Ukraine to a target in the Russian city of Rostov.

The underground bunker, built to replace the destroyed command center in the months after

Russia’ s invasion, is a secret nerve center of Ukraine’ s military.
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There is also one more secret: The base is almost fully financed, and partly equipped, by

the C.I.A.

“One hundred and ten percent,” Gen. Serhii Dvoretskiy, a top intelligence commander, said

in an interview at the base.

Now entering the third year of a war that has claimed hundreds of thousands of lives, the
intelligence partnership between Washington and Kyiv is a linchpin of Ukraine’ s ability to
defend itself. The C.I1.A. and other American intelligence agencies provide intelligence for

targeted missile strikes, track Russian troop movements and help support spy networks

But the partnership is no wartime creation, nor is Ukraine the only beneficiary.

It took root a decade ago, coming together in fits and starts under three very different
U.S. presidents, pushed forward by key individuals who often took daring risks. It has
transformed Ukraine, whose intelligence agencies were long seen as thoroughly compromised by
Russia, into one of Washington’ s most important intelligence partners against the Kremlin

today.

The listening post in the Ukrainian forest is part of a C. I. A. —supported network of spy bases
constructed in the past eight years that includes 12 secret locations along the Russian border.
Before the war, the Ukrainians proved themselves to the Americans by collecting intercepts
that helped prove Russia’ s involvement in the 2014 downing of a commercial jetliner, Malaysia
Airlines Flight 17. The Ukrainians also helped the Americans go after the Russian operatives

who meddled in the 2016 U.S. presidential election.

Around 2016, the C.I.A. began training an elite Ukrainian commando force ? known as Unit
2245 ? which captured Russian drones and communications gear so that C.I.A. technicians could
reverse—engineer them and crack Moscow’ s encryption systems. (One officer in the unit was

Kyrylo Budanov, now the general leading Ukraine’ s military intelligence.)

And the C.I.A. also helped train a new generation of Ukrainian spies who operated inside

Russia, across Europe, and in Cuba and other places where the Russians have a large presence.
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The relationship is so ingrained that C. I. A. officers remained at a remote location in western
Ukraine when the Biden administration evacuated U.S. personnel in the weeks before Russia
invaded in February 2022. During the invasion, the officers relayed critical intelligence

including where Russia was planning strikes and which weapons systems they would use

)

“Without them, there would have been no way for us to resist the Russians, or to beat them,’

said Ivan Bakanov, who was then head of Ukraine’ s domestic intelligence agency, the S.B.U.

The details of this intelligence partnership, many of which are being disclosed by The New

York Times for the first time, have been a closely guarded secret for a decade

In more than 200 interviews, current and former officials in Ukraine, the United States and
Europe described a partnership that nearly foundered from mutual distrust before it steadily
expanded, turning Ukraine into an intelligence—gathering hub that intercepted more Russian
communications than the C.I.A. station in Kyiv could initially handle. Many of the officials

spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss intelligence and matters of sensitive diplomacy.

Now these intelligence networks are more important than ever, as Russia is on the offensive
and Ukraine is more dependent on sabotage and long-range missile strikes that require spies
far behind enemy lines. And they are increasingly at risk: If Republicans in Congress end

military funding to Kyiv, the C.I.A. may have to scale back.

To try to reassure Ukrainian leaders, William J. Burns, the C.I.A. director, made a secret

visit to Ukraine last Thursday, his 10th visit since the invasion.

From the outset, a shared adversary ? President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia ? brought the
C.I.A. and its Ukrainian partners together. Obsessed with “losing” Ukraine to the West, Mr.
Putin had regularly interfered in Ukraine’ s political system, handpicking leaders he believed
would keep Ukraine within Russia’ s orbit, yet each time it backfired, driving protesters into

the streets.

Mr. Putin has long blamed Western intelligence agencies for manipulating Kyiv and sowing

anti—-Russia sentiment in Ukraine
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Toward the end of 2021, according to a senior European official, Mr. Putin was weighing whether
to launch his full-scale invasion when he met with the head of one of Russia’ s main spy services,
who told him that the C. I. A., together with Britain’ s MI6, were controlling Ukraine and turning

it into a beachhead for operations against Moscow.

But the Times investigation found that Mr. Putin and his advisers misread a critical dynamic.
The C.I.A. didn’ t push its way into Ukraine. U.S. officials were often reluctant to fully
engage, fearing that Ukrainian officials could not be trusted, and worrying about provoking

the Kremlin.

Yet a tight circle of Ukrainian intelligence officials assiduously courted the C.I.A. and
gradually made themselves vital to the Americans. In 2015, Gen. Valeriy Kondratiuk, then
Ukraine’ shead of military intelligence, arrived at a meeting with the C. I.A.~ s deputy station

chief and without warning handed over a stack of top—secret files

That initial tranche contained secrets about the Russian Navy s Northern Fleet, including
detailed information about the latest Russian nuclear submarine designs. Before long, teams

of C.I.A. officers were regularly leaving his office with backpacks full of documents

“We understood that we needed to create the conditions of trust,” General Kondratiuk said.

As the partnership deepened after 2016, the Ukrainians became impatient with what they
considered Washington’ s undue caution, and began staging assassinations and other lethal
operations, which violated the terms the White House thought the Ukrainians had agreed to.

Infuriated, officials in Washington threatened to cut off support, but they never did

“The relationships only got stronger and stronger because both sides saw value in it, and
the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv ? our station there, the operation out of Ukraine ? became the best
source of information, signals and everything else, on Russia,” said a former senior American

official. “We couldn’ t get enough of it.”

This is the untold story of how it all happened.
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A Cautious Beginning

The C.I.A. " s partnership in Ukraine can be traced back to two phone calls on the night of

Feb. 24, 2014, eight years to the day before Russia’ s full-scale invasion.

Millions of Ukrainians had just overrun the country’ s pro—Kremlin government and the
president, Viktor Yanukovych, and his spy chiefs had fled to Russia. In the tumult, a fragile

pro—Western government quickly took power.

The government’ s new spy chief, Valentyn Nalyvaichenko, arrived at the headquarters of the
domestic intelligence agency and found a pile of smoldering documents in the courtyard. Inside,

many of the computers had been wiped or were infected with Russian malware.

“It was empty. No lights. No leadership. Nobody was there,” Mr. Nalyvaichenko said in an

interview.

He went to an office and called the C.I.A. station chief and the local head of MI6. It was
near midnight but he summoned them to the building, asked for help in rebuilding the agency
from the ground up, and proposed a three—way partnership. “That’ s how it all started,” Mr.

Nalyvaichenko said.

The situation quickly became more dangerous. Mr. Putin seized Crimea. His agents fomented
separatist rebellions that would become a war in the country’ s east. Ukraine was on war footing,
and Mr. Nalyvaichenko appealed to the C.I.A. for overhead imagery and other intelligence to

help defend its territory.

With violence escalating, an unmarked U.S. government plane touched down at an airport in
Kyiv carrying John 0. Brennan, then the director of the C.I.A. He told Mr. Nalyvaichenko that
the C.I.A. was interested in developing a relationship but only at a pace the agency was

comfortable with, according to U.S. and Ukrainian officials

To the C.I.A., the unknown question was how long Mr. Nalyvaichenko and the pro—Western
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government would be around. The C.I.A. had been burned before in Ukraine.

Following the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991, Ukraine gained independence and then veered
between competing political forces: those that wanted to remain close to Moscow and those that
wanted to align with the West. During a previous stint as spy chief, Mr. Nalyvaichenko started
a similar partnership with the C.I.A., which dissolved when the country swung back toward

Russia.

Now Mr. Brennan explained that to unlock C. I.A. assistance the Ukrainians had to prove that
they could provide intelligence of value to the Americans. They also needed to purge Russian
spies; the domestic spy agency, the S.B.U., was riddled with them. (Case in point: The Russians
quickly learned about Mr. Brennan’ s supposedly secret visit. The Kremlin’ s propaganda outlets

published a photoshopped image of the C.I1.A. director wearing a clown wig and makeup.)

Mr. Brennan returned to Washington, where advisers to President Barack Obama were deeply
concerned about provoking Moscow. The White House crafted secret rules that infuriated the
Ukrainians and that some inside the C.I.A. thought of as handcuffs. The rules barred
intelligence agencies from providing any support to Ukraine that could be “reasonably expected”

to have lethal consequences

The result was a delicate balancing act. The C.I.A. was supposed to strengthen Ukraine’ s
intelligence agencies without provoking the Russians. The red lines were never precisely clear,

which created a persistent tension in the partnership.

In Kyiv, Mr. Nalyvaichenko picked a longtime aide, General Kondratiuk, to serve as head of
counterintelligence, and they created a new paramilitary unit that was deployed behind enemy
lines to conduct operations and gather intelligence that the C.I.A. or MI6 would not provide

to them.

Known as the Fifth Directorate, this unit would be filled with officers born after Ukraine

gained independence.

“They had no connection with Russia,” General Kondratiuk said. “They didn’ t even know

what the Soviet Union was.”
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That summer, Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, flying from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, blew up
in midair and crashed in eastern Ukraine, killing nearly 300 passengers and crew. The Fifth
Directorate produced telephone intercepts and other intelligence within hours of the crash

that quickly placed responsibility on Russian—backed separatists

The C.I.A. was impressed, and made its first meaningful commitment by providing secure
communications gear and specialized training to members of the Fifth Directorate and two other

elite units.

“The Ukrainians wanted fish and we, for policy reasons, couldn’ t deliver that fish,” said
a former U.S. official, referring to intelligence that could help them battle the Russians.

“But we were happy to teach them how to fish and deliver fly-fishing equipment.”

A Secret Santa

In the summer of 2015, Ukraine’ s president, Petro Poroshenko, shook up the domestic service
and installed an ally to replace Mr. Nalyvaichenko, the C.I.A. s trusted partner. But the

change created an opportunity elsewhere.

In the reshuffle, General Kondratiuk was appointed as the head of the country’ s military
intelligence agency, known as the HUR, where years earlier he had started his career. It would
be an early example of how personal ties, more than policy shifts, would deepen the C.I.A. " s

involvement in Ukraine

Unlike the domestic agency, the HUR had the authority to collect intelligence outside the
country, including in Russia. But the Americans had seen little value in cultivating the agency
because it wasn’ t producing any intelligence of value on the Russians ? and because it was

seen as a bastion of Russian sympathizers.

Trying to build trust, General Kondratiuk arranged a meeting with his American counterpart

at the Defense Intelligence Agency and handed over a stack of secret Russian documents. But
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senior D.I.A. officials were suspicious and discouraged building closer ties

The general needed to find a more willing partner.

Months earlier, while still with the domestic agency, General Kondratiuk visited the C. I.A.
headquarters in Langley, Va. In those meetings, he met a C.I.A. officer with a jolly demeanor

and a bushy beard who had been tapped to become the next station chief in Kyiv.

After a long day of meetings, the C.I.A. took General Kondratiuk to a Washington Capitals
hockey match, where he and the incoming station chief sat in a luxury box and loudly booed

Alex Ovechkin, the team’ s star player from Russia.

The station chief had not yet arrived when General Kondratiuk handed over to the C.I.A. the
secret documents about the Russian Navy. “There’ s more where this came from,” he promised,

and the documents were sent off to analysts in Langley.

The analysts concluded the documents were authentic, and after the station chief arrived

in Kyiv, the C.I.A. became General Kondratiuk’ s primary partner.

General Kondratiuk knew he needed the C. I. A. to strengthen his own agency. The C. I. A. thought
the general might be able to help Langley, too. It struggled to recruit spies inside Russia

because its case officers were under heavy surveillance

“For a Russian, allowing oneself to be recruited by an American is to commit the absolute
ultimate in treachery and treason,” General Kondratiuk said. “But for a Russian to be

>

recruited by a Ukrainian, it’ s just friends talking over a beer.’

The new station chief began regularly visiting General Kondratiuk, whose office was decorated
with an aquarium where yellow and blue fish ? the national colors of Ukraine ? swam circles
around a model of a sunken Russian submarine. The two men became close, which drove the
relationship between the two agencies, and the Ukrainians gave the new station chief an

affectionate nickname: Santa Claus.
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In January 2016, General Kondratiuk flew to Washington for meetings at Scattergood, an estate
on the C. I.A. campus in Virginia where the agency often fetes visiting dignitaries. The agency
agreed to help the HUR modernize, and to improve its ability to intercept Russian military
communications. In exchange, General Kondratiuk agreed to share all of the raw intelligence

with the Americans.

Now the partnership was real.

Operation Goldfish

Today, the narrow road leading to the secret base is framed by minefields, seeded as a line
of defense in the weeks after Russia’ s invasion. The Russian missiles that hit the base had

seemingly shut it down, but just weeks later the Ukrainians returned

With money and equipment provided by the C.I.A., crews under General Dvoretskiy’ s command
began to rebuild, but underground. To avoid detection, they only worked at night and when Russian
spy satellites were not overhead. Workers also parked their cars a distance away from the

construction site

In the bunker, General Dvoretskiy pointed to communications equipment and large computer
servers, some of which were financed by the C.I.A. He said his teams were using the base to

hack into the Russian military’ s secure communications networks

“This is the thing that breaks into satellites and decodes secret conversations,” General
Dvoretskiy told a Times journalist on a tour, adding that they were hacking into spy satellites

from China and Belarus, too.

Another officer placed two recently produced maps on a table, as evidence of how Ukraine

is tracking Russian activity around the world

The first showed the overhead routes of Russian spy satellites traveling over central Ukraine.

The second showed how Russian spy satellites are passing over strategic military installations ?

191/201

“DEEP INSIDE” 2024/03
©Wild Investors Inc. http// www.wildinvestors.com/



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html

including a nuclear weapons facility ? in the eastern and central United States

The C. I. A. began sending equipment in 2016, after the pivotal meeting at Scattergood, General
Dvoretskiy said, providing encrypted radios and devices for intercepting secret enemy

communications.

Beyond the base, the C.I.A. also oversaw a training program, carried out in two European
cities, to teach Ukrainian intelligence officers how to convincingly assume fake personas and
steal secrets in Russia and other countries that are adept at rooting out spies. The program
was called Operation Goldfish, which derived from a joke about a Russian—speaking goldfish

who offers two Estonians wishes in exchange for its freedom.

The punchline was that one of the Estonians bashed the fish’ s head with a rock, explaining

that anything speaking Russian could not be trusted.

The Operation Goldfish officers were soon deployed to 12 newly-built, forward operating bases
constructed along the Russian border. From each base, General Kondratiuk said, the Ukrainian

officers ran networks of agents who gathered intelligence inside Russia.

C.I.A. officers installed equipment at the bases to help gather intelligence and also
identified some of the most skilled Ukrainian graduates of the Operation Goldfish program,
working with them to approach potential Russian sources. These graduates then trained sleeper

agents on Ukrainian territory meant to launch guerrilla operations in case of occupation.

It can often take years for the C.1.A. to develop enough trust in a foreign agency to begin
conducting joint operations. With the Ukrainians it had taken less than six months. The new
partnership started producing so much raw intelligence about Russia that it had to be shipped

to Langley for processing.

But the C. I.A. did have red lines. It wouldn’ t help the Ukrainians conduct offensive lethal

operations.

>

“We made a distinction between intelligence collection operations and things that go boom,’
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a former senior U.S. official said.

‘This is Our Country’

It was a distinction that grated on the Ukrainians.

First, General Kondratiuk was annoyed when the Americans refused to provide satellite images
from inside Russia. Soon after, he requested C. I. A. assistance in planning a clandestine mission
to send HUR commandos into Russia to plant explosive devices at train depots used by the Russian
military. If the Russian military sought to take more Ukrainian territory, Ukrainians could

detonate the explosives to slow the Russian advance.

When the station chief briefed his superiors, they “lost their minds,” as one former
official put it. Mr. Brennan, the C.I.A. director, called General Kondratiuk to make certain

that mission was canceled and that Ukraine abided by the red lines forbidding lethal operations.

General Kondratiuk canceled the mission, but he also took a different lesson. “Going forward,

we worked to not have discussions about these things with your guys,” he said

Late that summer, Ukrainian spies discovered that Russian forces were deploying attack
helicopters at an airfield on the Russian—-occupied Crimean Peninsula, possibly to stage a

surprise attack.

General Kondratiuk decided to send a team into Crimea to plant explosives at the airfield

so they could be detonated if Russia moved to attack.

This time, he didn’ t ask the C.I1.A. for permission. He turned to Unit 2245, the commando
force that received specialized military training from the C. I.A. s elite paramilitary group,
known as the Ground Department. The intent of the training was to teach defensive techniques,
but C. I.A. officers understood that without their knowledge the Ukrainians could use the same

techniques in offensive lethal operations
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At the time, the future head of Ukraine’ s military intelligence agency, General Budanov,
was a rising star in Unit 2245. He was known for daring operations behind enemy lines and had
deep ties to the C.I.A. The agency had trained him and also taken the extraordinary step of
sending him for rehabilitation to Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Maryland

after he was shot in the right arm during fighting in the Donbas

Disguised in Russian uniforms, then-Lt. Col. Budanov led commandos across a narrow gulf in

inflatable speedboats, landing at night in Crimea.

But an elite Russian commando unit was waiting for them. The Ukrainians fought back, killing
several Russian fighters, including the son of a general, before retreating to the shoreline,

plunging into the sea and swimming for hours to Ukrainian—controlled territory.

It was a disaster. In a public address, President Putin accused the Ukrainians of plotting

a terrorist attack and promised to avenge the deaths of the Russian fighters

“There is no doubt that we will not let these things pass,” he said

In Washington, the Obama White House was livid. Joseph R. Biden Jr., then the vice president

and a champion of assistance to Ukraine, called Ukraine’ s president to angrily complain.

“It causes a gigantic problem,” Mr. Biden said in the call, a recording of which was leaked
and published online. “All I’ m telling you as a friend is that my making arguments here is

a hell of a lot harder now.”

Some of Mr. Obama’ s advisers wanted to shut the C. I. A. program down, but Mr. Brennan persuaded
them that doing so would be self-defeating, given the relationship was starting to produce

intelligence on the Russians as the C.I1.A. was investigating Russian election meddling

Mr. Brennan got on the phone with General Kondratiuk to again emphasize the red lines.

194/201

“DEEP INSIDE” 2024/03
©Wild Investors Inc. http// www.wildinvestors.com/



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html

The general was upset. “This is our country,” he responded, according to a colleague

“It’ s our war, and we’ ve got to fight.”

The blowback from Washington cost General Kondratiuk his job. But Ukraine didn’ t back down.

One day after General Kondratiuk was removed, a mysterious explosion in the Russian—occupied
city of Donetsk, in eastern Ukraine, ripped through an elevator carrying a senior Russian

separatist commander named Arsen Pavlov, known by his nom de guerre, Motorola.

The C.I.A. soon learned that the assassins were members of the Fifth Directorate, the spy
group that received C.I.A. training. Ukraine’ s domestic intelligence agency had even handed
out commemorative patches to those involved, each one stitched with the word “Lift,” the

British term for an elevator.

Again, some of Mr. Obama’ s advisers were furious, but they were lame ducks ? the presidential
election pitting Donald J. Trump against Hillary Rodham Clinton was three weeks away ? and

the assassinations continued.

A team of Ukrainian agents set up an unmanned, shoulder—fired rocket launcher in a building
in the occupied territories. It was directly across from the office of a rebel commander named
Mikhail Tolstykh, better known as Givi. Using a remote trigger, they fired the launcher as

soon as Givi entered his office, killing him, according to U.S. and Ukrainian officials

A shadow war was now in overdrive. The Russians used a car bomb to assassinate the head of
Unit 2245, the elite Ukrainian commando force. The commander, Col. Maksim Shapoval, was on

his way to meeting with C.I.A. officers in Kyiv when his car exploded

At the colonel’ s wake, the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, Marie Yovanovitch, stood in mourning
beside the C.I.A. station chief. Later, C.I.A. officers and their Ukrainian counterparts

toasted Colonel Shapoval with whiskey shots

M

“For all of us,” General Kondratiuk said, “it was a blow.’
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Tiptoeing Around Trump

The election of Mr. Trump in November 2016 put the Ukrainians and their C.I.A. partners on

edge.

Mr. Trump praised Mr. Putin and dismissed Russia’ s role in election interference. He was
suspicious of Ukraine and later tried to pressure its president, Volodymyr Zelensky, to

investigate his Democratic rival, Mr. Biden, resulting in Mr. Trump’ s first impeachment

But whatever Mr. Trump said and did, his administration often went in the other direction.
This is because Mr. Trump had put Russia hawks in key positions, including Mike Pompeo as C. I. A.
director and John Bolton as national security adviser. They visited Kyiv to underline their
full support for the secret partnership, which expanded to include more specialized training

programs and the building of additional secret bases

The base in the forest grew to include a new command center and barracks, and swelled from
80 to 800 Ukrainian intelligence officers. Preventing Russia from interfering in future U. S.
elections was a top C. I. A. priority during this period, and Ukrainian and American intelligence
officers joined forces to probe the computer systems of Russia’ s intelligence agencies to

identify operatives trying to manipulate voters

In one joint operation, a HUR team duped an officer from Russia’ s military intelligence
service into providing information that allowed the C.I.A. to connect Russia’ s government
to the so—called Fancy Bear hacking group, which had been linked to election interference

efforts in a number of countries

General Budanov, whom Mr. Zelensky tapped to lead the HUR in 2020, said of the partnership:
“It only strengthened. It grew systematically. The cooperation expanded to additional spheres

and became more large—scale.”

The relationship was so successful that the C. I.A. wanted to replicate it with other European

intelligence services that shared a focus in countering Russia.
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The head of Russia House, the C.I.A. department overseeing operations against Russia,
organized a secret meeting at The Hague. There, representatives from the C.I.A., Britain’ s
MI6, the HUR, the Dutch service (a critical intelligence ally) and other agencies agreed to

start pooling together more of their intelligence on Russia.

The result was a secret coalition against Russia ? and the Ukrainians were vital members

of it.

March to War

In March 2021, the Russian military started massing troops along the border with Ukraine.
As the months passed, and more troops encircled the country, the question was whether Mr. Putin

was making a feint or preparing for war.

That November, and in the weeks that followed, the C.I.A. and MI6 delivered a unified message
to their Ukrainian partners: Russia was preparing for a full-scale invasion to decapitate the

government and install a puppet in Kyiv who would do the Kremlin’ s bidding

U.S. and British intelligence agencies had intercepts that Ukrainian intelligence agencies
did not have access to, according to U.S. officials. The new intelligence listed the names
of Ukrainian officials whom the Russians were planning to kill or capture, as well as the

Ukrainians the Kremlin hoped to install in power.

President Zelensky and some of his top advisers appeared unconvinced, even after Mr. Burns,

the C.I.A. director, rushed to Kyiv in January 2022 to brief them.

As the Russian invasion neared, C.I.A. and MI6 officers made final visits in Kyiv with their
Ukrainian peers. One of the MI6 officers teared up in front of the Ukrainians, out of concern

that the Russians would kill them.
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At Mr. Burns’ s urging, a small group of C.I.A. officers were exempted from the broader U.S.
evacuation and were relocated to a hotel complex in western Ukraine. They didn’ t want to desert

their partners.

No Endgame

After Mr. Putin launched the invasion on Feb. 24, 2022, the C.I.A. officers at the hotel
were the only U.S. government presence on the ground. Every day at the hotel, they met with
their Ukrainian contacts to pass information. The old handcuffs were off, and the Biden White
House authorized spy agencies to provide intelligence support for lethal operations against

Russian forces on Ukrainian soil.

Often, the C.I.A. briefings contained shockingly specific details

On March 3, 2022 ? the eighth day of the war ? the C.I.A. team gave a precise overview of
Russian plans for the coming two weeks. The Russians would open a humanitarian corridor out
of the besieged city of Mariupol that same day, and then open fire on the Ukrainians who used

it.

The Russians planned to encircle the strategic port city of Odesa, according to the C.I.A.,
but a storm delayed the assault and the Russians never took the city. Then, on March 10, the
Russians intended to bombard six Ukrainian cities, and had already entered coordinates into

cruise missiles for those strikes.

The Russians also were trying to assassinate top Ukrainian officials, including Mr. Zelensky.
In at least one case, the C. 1. A. shared intelligence with Ukraine’ s domestic agency that helped

disrupt a plot against the president, according to a senior Ukrainian official.

When the Russian assault on Kyiv had stalled, the C.I.A. station chief rejoiced and told
his Ukrainian counterparts that they were “punching the Russians in the face,” according

to a Ukrainian officer who was in the room.
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Within weeks, the C.I.A. had returned to Kyiv, and the agency sent in scores of new officers
to help the Ukrainians. A senior U.S. official said of the C.I.A. s sizable presence, “Are

they pulling triggers? No. Are they helping with targeting? Absolutely.”

Some of the C. I. A. officers were deployed to Ukrainian bases. They reviewed lists of potential
Russian targets that the Ukrainians were preparing to strike, comparing the information that

the Ukrainians had with U.S. intelligence to ensure that it was accurate.

Before the invasion, the C. 1. A. and MI6 had trained their Ukrainian counterparts on recruiting
sources, and building clandestine and partisan networks. In the southern Kherson region, which
was occupied by Russia in the first weeks of the war, those partisan networks sprang into action,
according to General Kondratiuk, assassinating local collaborators and helping Ukrainian

forces target Russian positions.

In July 2022, Ukrainian spies saw Russian convoys preparing to cross a strategic bridge across
the Dnipro river and notified MI6. British and American intelligence officers then quickly
verified the Ukrainian intelligence, using real-time satellite imagery. MI6 relayed the

confirmation, and the Ukrainian military opened fire with rockets, destroying the convoys

At the underground bunker, General Dvoretskiy said a German antiaircraft system now defends
against Russian attacks. An air-filtration system guards against chemical weapons and a

dedicated power system is available, if the power grid goes down.

The question that some Ukrainian intelligence officers are now asking their American
counterparts ? as Republicans in the House weigh whether to cut off billions of dollars in
aid ? is whether the C.I.A. will abandon them. “It happened in Afghanistan before and now

it’ s going to happen in Ukraine,” a senior Ukrainian officer said.

Referring to Mr. Burns’ s visit to Kyiv last week, a C.I.A. official said, “We have
demonstrated a clear commitment to Ukraine over many years and this visit was another strong

signal that the U.S. commitment will continue.”

The C. I. A. and the HUR have built two other secret bases to intercept Russian communications,

and combined with the 12 forward operating bases, which General Kondratiuk says are still
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operational, the HUR now collects and produces more intelligence than at any time in the war ?

much of which it shares with the C.I.A.

(%)
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