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Consumer price index and core gauge post smallest gains since 2021
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Inflation in US Decelerates by More Than Forecast
Consumer price index and core gauge post smallest gains since 2021
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“Supercore’ Inflation Rate Decelerates Notably | Increase in key services category ex—housing,

energy smallest since 2021
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Increase in key services category ex-housing, energy smallest since 2021

“Supercore' Inflation Rate Decelerates Notably @

H Change in Bloomberg CPI gauge of services minus housing, energy (YoY)
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G4 consumer price inflation (Cumulative and 3M )
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Global Core inflation rates
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Annual core inflation rate - percent
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https://www. bls. gov/cpi/seasonal—adjustment/questions—and—answers. htm
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MEETING PROBABILITIES

MEETING DATE 250-275 2753-300  300-325 3235-350 350-375 375400 400-425 425-450 450-475 475-500 500-325

2023/07/26
2023/09/20
2023M1/01
202312113
2024/01/31
2024/03/20
2024/05/01
2024/06/19
2024/07/3
2024/09/25
2024/M11/06
202412118

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.1%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.2%
1.4%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.3%
2.3%
6.3%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
2.T%
9.6%
16.1%

(HAT: CME 7= KD 4 v F Y —JL
https://www. cmegroup. com/ ja/markets/interest—rates/cme—fedwatch—tool. html)
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0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.5%
11.2%
21.9%
22.2%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.6%
4.5%
23.9%
28.2%
25.2%

0.0% 00%
0.0% 00%
00% 00%
00% 00%
00% 00%
00% 04%
1.0% &64%
2.1% 18.2%
16.9% 29.7%
292%  21.2%
227% | 11.3%
16.9% 7.0%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
1.0%
6.6%
26.1%
31.5%
28.8%
9.0%
3.4%
1.9%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
19% 2
16.6% 3
249% | 3
30.8% 2
284% | 1
19.2%
22%
0.6%
0.3%

7.0%
6.2%
25%
8.2%
9.8%
7.1%
2.4%
32%
42%
0.3%
0.1%
0.0%

ZHUFSEH 6 H 15 HO FOMC HA% L35 &, HHERNIZ 1 DR EIF Clle] EEZ 2Tz

ZAMD 2Nt MEBRL ol b

ZEWLEYT (B& 13).

Bs 13 FED WATCH TOOL [k 5 FHFF L— bk (SEALAKR—F4)

LALT

FOMCHI EITRZEY,

115130252 8H &1

525-550  550-575 575600

93.0%
82.7%
37.8%
49.0%
32.3%
24.1%
2.6%
2.8%
0.9%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
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11.2%
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MEETING PROBABILITIES

MEETING DATE 250275 275-300 300.325 325.350 350-375 375400 400425 425450 450475 475500 500.525 525.550 550-575 575600

202307126
2023/09120
2023/11/01
2023/12/13
2024/01/31
2024/03/20
2024/05/01
2024/06/19
2024/07/31
2024/09/25
2024/11/06
2024/12/18

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
1.0%
0.0%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
62%
0.7%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.1%
17.4%
4.4%

00% 00%
00% 00%
00% 00%
00% 00%
00% 00%
00% 00%
00% 01%
01% 18%
15% 86%
269% 253%
13.5%  23.6%

ML 1IN FIDMOIL LD

MEETING DATE 175200 200.225 225250 250.275 275.300 300-325 325.350 350.375

2023/06/14
2023/07/26
2023/09/20
2023/11/01
202312113
202401731
2024/03/20
2024/05/01
2024/06/19
2024107131
2024/09/25
2024/11/06

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.7%
0.0%

00% 00%
00% 0.0%
0.0% 00%
00% 00%
00% 0.0%
0.0% 00%
00% 02%
01% 17%
48% 162%
05% 35%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.3%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
35%

22%  121%
101% 26.6%
290% 28.5%
126% 24.9%
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00% 00%
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103% 39.0%
386% 304%
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45% 06%
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15.3%
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00% 00% 00% 00% 355% 645% 00% 00%
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[US] Past Inflation and Expectation (1 Year)
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Judge Orders Biden Officials to Limit Contact With Social-Media Companies
Ruling says Biden administration policing of social media likely violated First Amendment
By Jacob Gershman

Updated July 4, 2023 6:35 pm ET

A federal judge issued a broad preliminary injunction limiting the federal government from
communicating with social-media companies about online content, ruling that Biden

administration officials’ policing of social-media posts likely violated the First Amendment.

In a 155—page ruling issued Tuesday, U.S. District Judge Terry Doughty of Louisiana barred
White House officials and multiple federal agencies from contacting social-media companies
with the purpose of suppressing political views and other speech normally protected from

government censorship.

https://storage. courtlistener. com/recap/gov. uscourts. lawd. 189520/gov. uscourts. lawd. 1895
20.293.0_1. pdf

The judge’ s injunction came in a lawsuit led by the Republican attorneys general of Missouri
and Louisiana who alleged that the Biden administration fostered a sprawling “federal
censorship enterprise” in its effort to stamp out what it viewed as rampant disinformation

circulating on social media.

https://storage. courtlistener. com/recap/gov. uscourts. lawd. 189520/gov. uscourts. lawd. 1895

20.294.0_2. pdf

The government, the lawsuit claimed, pressured social-media platforms to scrub away
disfavored views about Covid—19 health policies, the origins of the pandemic, the Hunter Biden

laptop story, election security and other divisive topics
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A spokesman for the Justice Department declined to comment on the ruling. In a brief previously
filed with the court, the department denied the plaintiffs’ allegations and said that the
federal government took necessary and responsible actions to deal with a pandemic and foreign

attempts at election interference

The case is among the most potentially consequential First Amendment battles pending in the
courts, testing the limits on government scrutiny of social-media content on Twitter, Facebook,

YouTube and other major platforms.

Never before has a federal judge set such sweeping limits on how the federal government may

communicate with online platforms, according to lawyers involved in the case

Some legal scholars have been skeptical that the government can be held responsible for
content-moderation decisions ultimately made by private companies or that courts could
intervene without chilling legitimate government speech about controversial matters of public

interest.
The Justice Department is likely to appeal the injunction.

The judge’ s Independence Day order is likely to intensify conservative criticisms about
internet censorship and the debate over the government’ s role in encouraging platforms to
remove content that it considers to be misinformation, malicious content or harmful to public

health.

“[Tlhe evidence produced thus far depicts an almost dystopian scenario,” wrote Doughty,
an appointee of former President Donald Trump, in his ruling. “During the COVID-19 pandemic,
a period perhaps best characterized by widespread doubt and uncertainty, the United States

»

Government seems to have assumed a role similar to an Orwellian ‘Ministry of Truth.’

The judge said the plaintiffs “have presented substantial evidence in support of their claims
that they were the victims of a far-reaching and widespread censorship campaign” that he said

almost exclusively targeted conservative views.

Missouri v. Biden, as the case is called, is among dozens of so—called censorship—by-proxy
lawsuits challenging account suspensions, content removals and other suppression of

social-media posts on First Amendment grounds

The plaintiffs have argued that White House and other government officials bullied
social-media companies into suppressing views disliked by the administration?including
criticism of mask mandates and objections to Covid—-19 vaccination for children?with veiled

threats of new regulatory liabilities and antitrust enforcement

Other courts have rejected similar claims, including in a lawsuit Trump brought against
Twitter when it banned him after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. Twitter s new owner,
Elon Musk, reinstated Trump, but after a federal court threw out Trump’ s lawsuit due to in

part an absence of evidence that Twitter had banned him at the government’ s behest.
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This businessman ? who went to prison for 2 years for corrupt donations to Biden ? received

jail time from the feds because he had wrong last name
By Miranda Devine

June 21, 2023 10:56pm Updated

Chris Tigani, the former Delaware beer baron who went to jail for two years over corrupt
campaign donations to Joe Biden, has spoken out for the first time to slam the lenient treatment

of Hunter Biden at the hands of the same US attorney who locked him up.

It was during Tigani’ s 2012 sentencing that then-First Assistant US Attorney David Weiss
used the phrase “the Delaware Way” to describe “a form of soft corruption, intersecting

business and political interests, which has existed in this state for years.”
But Tigani, 53, was the only one who paid the price.

“If you want to know why I went to jail and Hunter didn’ t, it’ s because my name is Tigani,
not Biden,” he says. “It’ s pretty simple. If your name is Biden, then investigations last

as long as they need to and end [in your favor].

“I don’ t want anything to happen to Hunter to make me feel better. I only want fairness

but the justice system in this case certainly doesn’ t appear to be fair.”

Weiss, the Delaware US attorney who closed off the five-year criminal investigation into
the president’ s son this week with a couple of tax misdemeanors and a gun charge, has had
long experience of Biden family shenanigans in the incestuous state where Joe Biden has held

public office since 1972.

The Tigani case was a textbook example of the “Delaware Way.” It all began when Tigani,
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the third-generation scion of wealthy Delaware liquor distributors, was invited to join the
Biden family to watch the Democratic primary debate on Oct. 30, 2007, at Drexel University

in Philadelphia, where Joe was vying with Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton.

At the afterparty at a Chestnut Street bar nearby, Hunter and his late brother, Beau Biden,
sidled up to Tigani and asked him for $100, 000 to pay for billboards in Iowa for their father’ s
ill-fated 2008 presidential run.

According to Tigani, the Biden brothers said, “Hey, we need $100, 000 for billboards. Do

you think you can help us with that?”
Tigani replied, “I don’ t think I have that much, but I can probably do $75, 000.”

Soon after, Joe approached him with a big smile and said in vague terms: “Hey, I hear you’ re

going to support our billboards program.”

Then Dennis Toner, Joe s campaign finance director, came over to discuss logistics and

Tigani alleges, taught him what “bundling” was
Toner asked: “How many people do you have there at your office you can trust?”

“All of them,” replied Tigani, who had 160 employees working at the family firm, N-K-S

Distributors, where he was president.

Tigani, whose father had played football with Joe at the tony Archmere Academy, says he had
no idea it was illegal to solicit his employees for campaigh donations and then reimburse them

from company funds.
He even listed the $74,000 in his ledger as “political donations.”
Tax raps in Delaware

Fast—forward three years and the FBI was investigating a “sweetheart deal” Tigani had made

with the state transportation department to lease a block of land for a warehouse

Local Delaware media ran allegations that Tigani’ s friendship with then—Gov. Ruth Ann Minner

was behind the deal. He says it was all aboveboard and no charges were ever brought

One morning, Tigani was confronted at a gas station by two FBI agents who asked him about

reimbursing his employees’ donations to the Biden campaign.

“It’ s not illegal,” he said
“Yeah, it is,” wsaid the agents, and his world fell apart.

After combing through his business records, prosecutors added two tax charges to his election
bundling offense, alleging that he had underreported his income and thus owed the IRS $92, 000
for 2006 and a little over $100, 000 in 2007
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“Mine were tax felonies,” he says. “Here’ s the difference with Hunter. I paid my taxes,
but then they said I didn’ t pay enough. Hunter kept in excess of $1.5 million and didn’ t

even file a tax return, and I’ m the one who went to jail.”

Hunter pleaded guilty this week to two federal misdemeanor counts of failing to pay his taxes
in 2017 and 2018, and his gun—possession felony for lying on a background form is expected

to be dropped if he is a good boy for a couple of years

Tigani pleaded guilty and cooperated with the FBI by wearing a wire for four months to try

to entrap local businesspeople, lobbyists and state politicians ? but never a Biden.

“They thought I had bribed all these people because I had been to every fundraiser and a
lot of good things had happened to our industry. But I never asked a politician to do anything.
I had never, ever done anything that would embarrass my mother or compromise my principles
We sell a legal product that is regulated by the state [so] I needed to have a good relationship

with politicians.”

Never—eyed Joe

Despite the fact that he was in trouble for donating to Joe Biden’ s campaign, Tigani says
the FBI never asked him to record conversations with anyone in the Biden family. The bureau
even slapped down his suggestion that he go to Washington, DC, and try to get the then-vice

president on record.

“They were not terribly interested in that part of the investigation,” he recalls. “They

wanted to get other people --- The FBI were political when they were investigating me.”

He suspects someone tipped off the Biden campaign that he was wearing a wire, because when
he tried to get Toner to repeat what he had told him about bundling back in 2007, he hit a
dead end: “I don’ t know what you’ re talking about,” said Toner on the phone, “and I don’ t

know who’ s listening to this call.”
After that, the FBI took back the wire, ended the probe and unsealed his indictment.

The Bidens “were made to look like victims,” he says. “The newspapers made it sound like

‘Oh, Chris was playing them.’ It was just crazy.”

When Tigani got out of jail, he found himself face to face with Joe Biden one Saturday in
2013 on the bucolic grounds of Tatnall prep school in Greenville, Del., where his children

and the vice president’ s grandchildren went
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Joe came over and gave Tigani the “big double—Biden handshake,” 1looked him in the eye and

said, “How is everything. I know it’ s been tough for you.’ ?”

As the Secret Service looked on in case Tigani “bore any ill will,” Biden expressed his

sympathy “in a vague way” and then moved on.

For half a century as the senator for Delaware and then vice president, Joe Biden leveraged
a quid-pro—quo system of cronyism and trading favors for political influence that he and his

friends have spun as a cordial system of bipartisanship where everyone comes out a winner.

But as it turns out, the only winners are the Bidens.
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Empower Oversight Delivers Evidence of FBI Deputy Director Threatening January 6th FBI
Whistleblowers

June 22, 2023

WASHINGTON ? Empower Oversight submitted letters to the Department of Justice Inspector
General (DOJ-0IG ? pdf) and Congress (pdf) along with sworn statement by a supervisory Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) employee who witnessed FBI Deputy Director Paul Abbate threaten

the jobs of any employees who criticized the Bureau’ s response to January 6th whistleblowers

While the affiant doesn’ t know and isn’ t associated with Empower Oversight’ s other FBI
clients, the affidavit is relevant to FBI whistleblower cases that are currently under inspector
general review. According to one of the letters, Abbate told an audience of FBI leaders
throughout the agency “that anyone who questions the FBI’ s response or his decisions regarding
the response to January 6th did not belong in the FBI and should find a different job.”
Additionally, Abbate told all special agents in charge “if they had an employee that did not
agree, the SACs could have that employee call him personally and he would set them straight.”

“Abbate’ s threat to employees was witnessed by numerous other FBI employees and constitutes
evidence of intent to retaliate against any dissent. This evidence is relevant to countless
administrative proceedings and inquiries related to whistleblower retaliation and security
clearance determinations?not merely those involving our clients. This evidence can be
independently corroborated by dozens, if not hundreds, of other FBI employees if congressional
committees and the Justice Department Inspector General would investigate and document the

results,” Empower Oversight President Tristan Leavitt wrote in the letter to Congress

In the letter to the DOJ-0IG, Leavitt requested that the department “independently

corroborate this information and consider it in all related work undertaken by your office,”
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as the whistleblower requested anonymity out of fear of retaliation for the protected disclosure

made to the FBI.

The letter to Congress was addressed to several Congressmen and Senators, specifically those
on the House and Senate Judiciary Committees, along with the Senate Whistleblower Protection
Caucus. “The FBI is not a private club for FBI executives to make in their own image. It is
an extremely important agency that is supposed to enforce the law without prejudice. Empower
Oversight respectfully requests that you work swiftly to independently corroborate this
information with other witnesses, publicly document your findings, and hold Deputy Director

Abbate accountable,” Empower Oversight President Tristan Leavitt wrote to Congress.

If you have first—hand information you’ d like to disclose to assist Empower Oversight with

these inquiries, please contact us confidentially here.
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EXCLUSIVE: Dozens of Capitol Police Riot Helmets Were Confiscated Just Before Jan. 6, Former

Lieutenant Says
By Joseph M. Hanneman

June 8, 2023Updated: June 13, 2023

Days before violence broke out at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, a U.S. Capitol Police
captain ordered the confiscation of dozens of riot helmets from officers without the knowledge

of Capitol Police Chief Steven Sund, a former USCP lieutenant told The Epoch Times

Former Capitol Police Lt. Tarik K. Johnson said he was ordered to collect “20 to 30” helmets
by his immediate supervisor, Capt. Ben Smith. Johnson said there was no explanation for the

order, but he assumed the equipment was past its expiration date

The collection was done within the two weeks prior to Jan. 6, most likely the week of Dec.

28, 2020, to Jan. 1, 2021, Johnson said

“Now, did they tell me that the helmets were expired? Nobody told me that they were,” he

said in an interview. “But if they were perfectly good helmets, why would you take them?”

Johnson said that after receiving a list of officers from Smith, he had sergeants announce

the helmet collection at roll call. He said officers brought their helmets to his office

Johnson said he first reported the helmet confiscation to the office of U.S. Sen. Patrick

Leahy (D-Vt.) during a meeting on Jan. 11, 2021.

Johnson said he served on Leahy’ s Capitol Police protective detail for more than two years.

Leahy retired from the Senate in January after nearly 50 years in office

Johnson said the day after he met with J.P. Dowd, Leahy’ s chief of staff, he received notice
of suspension fromU.S. Capitol Police. The Epoch Times reached out to Dowd regarding the meeting,

but didn’ t receive a response by press time.

More recently, Johnson reported the helmet issue to the GOP-majority Committee on House
Administration, which oversees Capitol Police. Committee staff asked him for a meeting to

discuss Jan. 6 issues, he said; that meeting could take place within the coming days.

A Committee on House Administration staff member contacted by The Epoch Times declined to

comment on the helmet issue or Johnson’ s possible testimony

Capitol Police Chief J. Thomas Manger and USCP spokesman Tim Barber didn’ t respond by press

time to a request by The Epoch Times for comment about Johnson s claims.
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‘Why the Urgency?’

The proper procedure would have been for the USCP Property Asset Management Division to handle

the collection of the old equipment and issuance of new helmets, Johnson and Sund said.

“I don’ t do property inventory,” Johnson said. “So even when they were bringing me the

helmets, there’ s no mechanism for me to give them a receipt anyway because we never do that

>

“I’ ve never seen that done. I’ d been there a lot of years, and I never had to take helmets.’

Sund, who was forced to resign as chief on Jan. 7, 2021, said he wouldn’ t have issued a
confiscation order?especially so close to a major protest scheduled for the National Mall and

Capitol grounds.

“TK [Johnson] bringing this up is the first I’ ve heard of them taking back helmets,” Sund
told The Epoch Times.

“These helmets could have expired a year, two years ago,” Sund said. “Well, why the urgency
to collect them now? That’ s what I just don’ t know. I just don’ t know when they expired,
if, indeed, they expired.”

Sund said that in the fall of 2020, he obtained a $320, 000 budget to purchase helmets. The
goal was for every sworn officer to have head protection. Supply—chain delays due to COVID-19

hindered the fulfillment of the USCP order, he said.

Riot helmets are designed to protect officers from blunt impact from objects such as bats
or pipes, and projectiles such as stones, bricks, or water bottles. Flip—down face shields

are also meant to protect from chemical agents such as pepper spray.

The department secured the delivery of 104 helmets on Jan. 4, 2021. Those helmets were intended

for officers who weren’ t part of the Civil Disturbance Unit (CDU), Sund said.

“I was pushing to get helmets in and get helmets distributed,” Sund said. “To hear TK
[Johnson] say they’ re pulling helmets back and not doing a one—for—one [exchange], that’ s

very concerning.”

“If they were concerned about the helmets being expired, why be concerned right then, right
before January 6?” Sund said. “How long ago did the helmets expire? Did they expire a year

ago? Why all of a sudden the urge, the rush to haul them in?”

Photographs and video from the Capitol grounds on Jan. 6 show dozens of Capitol Police officers
outside the building wearing USCP baseball caps or knit winter hats. Some of the officers worked

at police barricades where violence broke out

Videos show most of the USCP officers who were guarding the Columbus Doors on the east side

of the Capitol didn’ t have helmets or face shields. Agitators attacked Capitol Police with
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pepper spray and projectiles before the crowd entered the Columbus Doors that lead into the

Rotunda.

‘Mine Was Also Taken Away’

The chairman of the Capitol Police Labor Committee said he blew the whistle on confiscated

safety equipment months before Jan. 6 and long before Johnson was ordered to collect the riot

helmets.
“Helmets were taken from USCP officers way before Jan. 6th, as were gas masks,” union chief
Gus Papathanasiou told The Epoch Times in an email. “I was aware, as mine was also taken away.”

Papathanasiou said he addressed equipment confiscation and lack of replacements with Sund
in the summer of 2020. Concerns were raised via email and in face—to—face meetings with Sund

and top USCP staff, he said.

“We argued with them in our formal meetings as to why they are taking our helmets/masks

without replacements and leaving us with ball caps and surgical masks,” Papathanasiou said.

Sund said he doesn’ t recall meetings discussing helmets with union officials. He said he
started pushing for more helmets as assistant chief in 2017 and was able to place a large order

in September or October 2020 after being named police chief.

Journalist Steve Baker, who has written extensively about Capitol Police in the wake of Jan.

6, said one of his USCP sources took notice of the helmet situation right away on Jan. 6.

“One of the first things I noticed when I got to the battle line is how many of our uniformed
officers weren’ t wearing helmets,” said the officer, who was part of a Civil Disturbance
Unit platoon on Jan. 6. “I just assumed they didn’ t have time to go to their lockers and

retrieve their helmets. It never crossed my mind that they didn’ t have helmets.”

The CDU officer told Baker his platoon was fully equipped on Jan. 6, but the new helmets

they had received a month prior had serious problems.

“Everything was done by the book. I did my one—for—one exchange at the property management
building,” the officer told Baker. “The only problem was that the new helmets were [expletivel].
The fit wasn’ t right, and the bolts for attaching additional gear like gas canisters and face

shields were crap. I had to exchange mine two times before I got one that worked properly.”

Johnson’ s helmet confiscation disclosure is just the latest Jan. 6 controversy surrounding
USCP. In January 2023, Johnson told The Epoch Times that he repeatedly asked over police radio

for permission to evacuate the Senate just before 2:30 p.m. on Jan. 6.

138/204

“DEEP INSIDE” 202307
©Wild Investors Inc. http// www.wildinvestors.com/



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html

Audio of USCP radio channels shows Johnson received no reply from commanders. He went ahead

with the evacuation and subsequently organized the evacuation of the House chamber.

Previously unreleased Capitol security video reviewed by The Epoch Times shows that as
senators and staff hustled down the stairs from the Senate chamber to the subway, a large crowd

of protesters was moving down a nearby hallway toward the Senate

Security video shows the timing of the evacuation left mere seconds to spare before protesters
arrived. Johnson said he worried that any further delay could have meant senators would be

trapped inside the chamber.

Johnson blamed the radio silence from the USCP Command Center on Yogananda Pittman, then

the assistant chief and later acting police chief.

Johnson has pushed on social media in recent weeks for Congress to subpoena Pittman for
questioning about the evacuation of lawmakers, lack of radio communication on Jan. 6, and other

issues.

Pittman began a new job on Feb. 1 as chief of police at the University of California?Berkeley.
As part of a deal she negotiated with Manger, Pittman was granted leave without pay so she

could qualify for her pension in June

A U.S. Senate report cited the lack of protective gear as one of the major failures that
put officers at risk on Jan. 6. Capitol Police leadership “failed to provide front-line

officers with effective protective equipment or training,” the report said

Only four of the seven Civil Disturbance Unit platoons activated for Jan. 6 were outfitted

with helmets, hardened plastic armor, and shields, the report said.

“The many other USCP officers who fought to defend the Capitol were left to do so in their

daily uniforms,” the document stated

Communications on Jan. 6, the report said, were “chaotic, sporadic, and, according to many
front—-line officers, non—existent.” A USCP officer quoted in the report said: “We were on

>

our own. Totally on our own.’

A House GOP report in December 2022 said some Capitol Police officers had safety equipment
that was more than a decade old, while others were forced to give up gear to newer hires without

replacements being issued.

“Nothing,” one officer said in the report. “Baseball cap. I mean, that’ s pretty much

our equipment now. Which I had on January 6 was nothing, was my baseball cap.”

(%)
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Supreme Court limits LGBTQ protections with ruling in favor of Christian web designer
By Ariane de Vogue and Devan Cole, CNN

Updated 1:57 PM EDT, Sat July 1, 2023

The Supreme Court Friday ruled in favor of a Christian web designer in Colorado who refuses

to create websites to celebrate same—sex weddings out of religious objections.
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The 6-3 decision was penned by Justice Neil Gorsuch and joined by Chief Justice John Roberts
and Justices Samuel Alito, Amy Coney Barrett, Brett Kavanaugh and Clarence Thomas. Justice
Sonia Sotomayor penned a dissent joined by her liberal colleagues Justices Elena Kagan and

Ketanji Brown Jackson.

The court’ s decision represents a devastating blow to LGBTQ protections, which have in recent
years been bolstered by landmark decisions at the nation’ s highest court, including one
authored three years ago by Gorsuch in which the majority expanded protections for LGBTQ workers,

and the 2015 case legalizing same—sex marriage nationwide.

Lorie Smith, who runs a company called 303 Creative, sought to expand her business into the
area of weddings and wrote a webpage explaining why she won’ t create websites for same—sex
couple. But under a Colorado public accommodations law, she said she cannot post the statement

because the state considers it illegal.

The ruling ? rooted in free speech grounds ? will pierce state public accommodation laws
for those businesses who sell so—called “expressive” goods. It is the latest victory for
religious conservatives at the high court and will alarm critics who fear the current court

is setting its sights on overturning the 2015 marriage case.

Gorsuch wrote that “the First Amendment envisions the United States as a rich and complex

place where all persons are free to think and speak as they wish, not as the government demands.’

He said Colorado sought to “deny that promise.”

“All manner of speech ? from ‘pictures, films, paintings, drawings, and engravings,  to
‘oral utterance and the printed word’” ? qualify for the First Amendment’ s protections; no
less can hold true when it comes to speech like Ms. Smith’ s conveyed over the Internet,”

Gorsuch said.

In dissent, Sotomayor said the decision will undermine the government’ s compelling interest

in ensuring that all Americans have equal access to the public marketplace.

“Today, the Court, for the first time in its history, grants a business open to the public

a constitutional right to refuse to serve members of a protected class,” she wrote

“Specifically, the Court holds that the First Amendment exempts a website design company
from a state law that prohibits the company from denying wedding websites to same—sex couples

if the company chooses to sell those websites to the public,” she wrote.

Sotomayor called this a “sad day in American constitutional law and the lives of LGBT

people.”

“By issuing this new license to discriminate in a case brought by a company that seeks to
deny same—sex couples the full and equal enjoyment of its services, the immediate, symbolic

effect of the decision is to mark gays and lesbians for second—class status,” she wrote in
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dissent

She said the “decision itself inflicts a kind of stigmatic harm, on top of any harm caused

by denials of service.”

“The opinion of the Court is, quite literally, a notice that reads: ‘Some services may

”»

be denied to same-sex couples.’

She suggested that decision would be more far-reaching. “The decision’ s logic cannot be

limited to discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.”

“The decision threatens to balkanize the market and to allow the exclusion of other groups
from many services, she said, adding that “a website designer could equally refuse to create

a wedding website for an interracial couple, for example.”

But in a footnote, Gorsuch pushed back. “Our decision today does not concern ? much less
endorse ? anything like the ‘straight couples only’ notices the dissent conjures out of thin

»

air.

Smith’ s lawyer, Kristen Waggoner, said in a statement Friday, “The U.S. Supreme Court
rightly reaffirmed that the government can’ t force Americans to say things they don’ t believe.
The court reiterated that it’ s unconstitutional for the state to eliminate from the public

square ideas it dislikes, including the belief that marriage is the union of husband and wife.”
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We need a serious conversation about Joe Biden’ s brain

BY BECKET ADAMS, OPINION CONTRIBUTOR - 07/03/23 7:00 AM ET

Speaking to reporters Wednesday, President Biden falsely claimed that Russia is at war with

Iraq. Russia is at war with Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir Putin is “clearly losing the war in Iraq,” Biden told the press

pool, “losing the war at home. And he has become a bit of a pariah around the world.”

On Tuesday, during an unrelated fundraising event in Chevy Chase, Md., Biden made the exact

same slip—up, mistaking Ukraine for Iragq.

“If anybody told you -+ that we’ d be able to bring all of Europe together in the onslaught
on Iraq and get NATO to be completely united,” the president said, “I think they would have
told you it’ s not likely.”

Although many journalists did a fine job this week highlighting the president’ s apparent
confusion regarding Russia’ s invasion of Ukraine, one can’ t help but feel as if the news

industry as a whole is avoiding the obvious follow-up question. Namely, “Is Biden OK?”

It’ snot anunfair question, either, considering the Irag/Ukraine gaffes were not an isolated
series of incidents. They are simply the latest in a string of bizarre, confused and mostly
unintelligible statements from Biden in the much longer string of bizarre, confused and mostly

unintelligible statements that have come to define the Biden presidency.

“We have plans to build a railroad from the Pacific all the way across the Indian Ocean,”

the president said this month during an address before the League of Conservation Voters

152/204

“DEEP INSIDE” 202307
©Wild Investors Inc. http// www.wildinvestors.com/



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html

There is no such plan, of course, to build a railroad from the Pacific coast to the Indian
Ocean. According to his White House handlers, the president was referring to a plan that would
connect railroads across the African continent, linking ports on the Atlantic Ocean to ports

on the Indian Ocean. Atlantic, Pacific. Tomato, tomato.

On June 19, the president promised to conserve 30 percent of U.S. lands and water by ? the

year he won the presidency?

“T’ ve committed to ? by 2020, we will have conserved 30 percent of all the lands and waters
the United States has jurisdiction over and simultaneously reduce emissions to blunt climate

impact,” he said

Following a June 16 speaking engagement at the University of Hartford in Connecticut, where
Biden promoted gun control efforts, the president signed off by saying, “God save the Queen,

»

man.

The press pool, which observed and reported on the president’ s address in real time, was
left befuddled by his remarks, not least of all because Queen Elizabeth II is still dead, and

her son is still king.

“Several of you have asked me why he might have said that,” the Dallas Morning News s
Todd Gillman said in his pool report. “I have no idea. Other poolers likewise have no idea.”
The White House, for its part, claimed the president was merely sharing a joke with a member

of the audience, a detail that apparently went unobserved by the entire White House press pool.

There’ s also the fact that Biden keeps claiming his late son, Beau, died in Iraq. Beau did
not die in Iraq. Beau died in Bethesda, Md., six years after returning from a tour of duty

in Iraq.

During his 2022 State of the Union address [emphases added], Biden declared, “Putin may

circle Kyiv with tanks, but he will never gain the hearts and souls of the Iranian people.”

In July of that same year, during his visit to Israel, the president said, “We must do every,
every day ? continue to bear witness, to keep alive the truth and honor of the Holocaust.”

He corrected himself later, replacing “honor” with “horror.”

Earlier, during an event near the White House, Biden inquired about the whereabouts of the
late Rep. Jackie Walorski (R-Ind.), whose death the president himself had commemorated in a
public statement just weeks prior. The White House flag had been even flown at half-staff for

two days following the congresswoman’ s death.

Or how about when Biden accidentally endorsed regime change in Russia, when he said during
an overseas trip in Poland: “For God’ s sake, [Putin] cannot remain in power.” This one was

a particular headache for Biden’ s handlers.
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One could go on, but you likely get the picture. The kindest thing that can be said of this
president is that he has lost his fastball.

This isn’ t just about whether Biden has the stuff to finish this term, let alone serve a
second one. This is also about why we in the media aren’ t having a more robust debate regarding
Biden’ s mental acuity. The apparent lack of interest in the matter certainly feels like a

change of pace for an industry that historically hasn’ t shied from the issue

During the Trump years, for example, there was no shortage of coverage and commentary
questioning the president’ s physical and mental fitness. In those years, there were three

parts to every sentence published by the press: A noun, a verb, and “Is Donald Trump insane?”

Psychiatrists became cable news famous overnight simply for their willingness to leverage
their credentials against Trump. Earlier, when then—Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) ran for
president in 2008, a popular newsroom theme at the time was, “Is he too 0ld?” Then, there
was former President George W. Bush, whose lifelong battle with the English language became
so much fodder for media speculation and late-night jocularity. Lastly, of course, there’ s
former President Reagan, whose administration was dogged by the press’ s persistent questions

regarding whether his brain had finally turned to mashed potatoes.

Fast—forward to 2023, and we see the current president confuse basic world events, praise
rail projects that don’ t exist, mourn war casualties that aren’ t real, wander around stages
and TV sets as if he is lost and struggle to make it through speaking engagements without getting
flustered or exhausted. Yet, despite the press’ s normal reflex to ask whether the president
is up to the demands of the office, we in the media have responded to Biden’ s bizarre presidency

with little more than a bored shrug.

The point here isn’ t to highlight the press’ s treatment of past presidents and presidential
hopefuls, to shout “hypocrisy!” Rather, it’ s to state that the public deserves to know
whether Biden is capable of performing the bare minimum required of his office. If anything
falls under the heading of “public interest,” this is surely it. And yet the broader press,
the industry tasked with asking and exploring this question, has staked out a position of casual

indifference.

But if ever there was a time to snap back to attention, to engage on the issue of “presidential
fitness,” this is it. There’ s a presidential election just around the corner. The time to
get serious about “fitness,” and to address it fairly and seriously, is now. Not for the
sake of the media’ s credibility, but for the sake of the public, which has every right to
know whether the leading candidates for president are actually capable of carrying out their

duties.
(%)
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State Dept. cancels Facebook meetings after judge’ s ‘censorship’ ruling

A Louisiana federal court’ s order is upending efforts to guard against 2024 election

interference
By Joseph Menn, Will Oremus, Cat Zakrzewski and Naomi Nix

Updated July 5, 2023 at 7:09 p.m. EDT|Published July 5, 2023 at 4:57 p.m. EDT

One day after a Louisiana federal judge set limits on the Biden administration’ s
communications with tech firms, the State Department canceled its regular meeting Wednesday
with Facebook officials to discuss 2024 election preparations and hacking threats, according
to a person at the company. The move came hours before Biden’ s Department of Justice filed

a notice that it will appeal the ruling

State Department officials told Facebook that all future meetings, which had been held monthly,
have been “canceled pending further guidance,” said the person, who spoke on the condition
of anonymity to preserve working relationships. “Waiting to see if CISA cancels tomorrow,”
the person added, referring to the Department of Homeland Security’ s Cybersecurity and

Infrastructure Security Agency.

The person at Facebook said they presumed similar meetings the State Department had scheduled
with other tech companies also were canceled, but that could not be confirmed immediately.
Representatives for the State Department did not respond to a request for comment. CISA declined
to comment, referring questions to the Justice Department. A Justice Department official
declined to comment on the cancellations, but said the agency expects to request a stay of

the District Court’ s decision “expeditiously.”

Representatives for Google, which owns YouTube, and other social media companies did not

immediately respond.

The cancellation of regular meetings between Facebook parent company Meta ? the world’ s
largest social media firm ? and U.S. government agencies shows the immediate impact of
Tuesday’ s order by U.S. District Judge Terry A. Doughty, a Trump appointee. The order is a
win for the political right in a broader battle over the role of social media companies in

shaping online speech and information.

While the ruling won’ t stop sites such as Facebook, Instagram, YouTube or TikTok from
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moderating online content, it stands to sideline federal government officials and agencies
that had become key contributors to those efforts. In the past, meetings between the State
Department and Facebook in particular have flagged suspected foreign influence operations for

the companies to investigate.

The canceled meetings show that the injunction is affecting government efforts to protect
elections, said another person who is familiar with the talks and spoke on the condition of

anonymity to avoid legal entanglement.

When tech companies and State Department officials meet, “they talk about foreign influence,
they compare notes. It gives them the opportunity to ask questions about foreign influence
they are seeing,” this person said. “State will share Russian narratives, things they are
seeing in state media in Russia about U.S. topics. They will ask whether Facebook is seeing
things from known entities, such as the Chinese Communist Party or the Internet Research Agency, ”

the Russian entity thought responsible for much of the interference in the 2016 election.

The person at Facebook confirmed that the meetings include two—way sharing of information

on foreign influence operations.
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L LTHEESIT b TE 7 (Adorno et al., 1950),

WEICIE, MR ERITIAENRBURA T A X — 2RO A2 P LDICHE S, AROER R
(W&Ahmwﬂ,W%)kﬁihéijuﬁoko

RWA 23 @\ L~V OfE AT

~—
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ZHET A TOHL LHHSN TS,

ZOERIZH S X o, BUEOHETIE., RA L roE MEANL, LV THY (Flx
Hodson et al., 2009), SFZEAHEMICEBWTCHBEERNTHY, ~A /2 VT 4 « T —7 _%ﬂ/“({ﬁ
RaEFF>Z LAV L7~ (Altemeyer & Hunsberger. 1992),

UL, FO%OMGHES(E (Altemeyer, 1998) T, RWA ITHER =35 D ARTEWIIE 2 XV Kk
LTWbEBZOND ., BOERESRE FEEEER (SD0)) I FAHER =35 0 ST HL AR i % Sk
LCWA ERE S L7z,

SDO AEVME NI, K VEHWAMERAZ KL &L 5 8352 LT, EHICES WA RIS
HEHPEEIZ T HANL THD ERFMIT o TE T,

ZOBOIGRE BT D K 1T, REBRIOMFIEIZ L D &, SDO X AFEZER, [RIVEEEEE, oM OHER)
B XFF LR WVEERE L B 5 — ji Rk, B, A EREAOHBERH L Z LN RINTVND
(Pratto et al.)

X5z, SDO X AL (B : Cichocka et al., 2017; Zeigler-Hill et al., 2021) <°CHFu>
PR (5] : Hodson et al., 2009) CRHEL TWAZ ENbonoT-,

RWA & SDO AAEZN 72 LFLERIEIE S TH D Z LI OWTHIAL FMESMEF LN TWD  (RWA (ZRHF
AREOHHIFL E 22— DWW ClX Harms et al. Altemeyer, 1996; Jost et al., 2003; Nilsson &
Jost, 2020).

72 & 2N OO EFEIFZE N BHE AT VO LEMNZ bR /N T L2 /A L= &
LTHLTHD (Conway et al., 2018; Crawford & Brandt, 2020 72 &),

B, LA 2 < AERMDNFT- R EEAED TS 2020455 A 25 H, IWEOEBEANBHEY 53— -
7oA KNI RXT R ZABRIEREINTZ, ZOF L, 7A Vet 2L CHRP TR
T e TAT R e<H— BIM) Pligzslskz Lz,

ZLTC. T AU BZBIT D ANEHEFRZ RDDHEEIREIOITZ & A E (94%) (T EFIINZITH 7223,
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167/204

“DEEP INSIDE” 202307
©Wild Investors Inc. http// www.wildinvestors.com/



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html

EFEAN TV (ACLED, 202145 A, p. 1),

DHDOFEIZLDE, BIIOS L IFTELEREICL D8 BIM TERICMITONTZHDOTH- T
(Chenoweth & Pressman, 2020, Oct 16),

LU, —EO/AEBMER A b BRERRIGENICREE L T D25 9 i,

ZO8ERNT. T L OFEHFSE (Costelloetal.) KA RFET LV LT ILN=834 AD I b5,
WrsEE T H imJﬁ% TEN ORI EZFFLIZ 67T ANEFA LT,

ZIHDMEAD D B LA (RWA TiE7Zewy) &, RSN FRE RO S 2 T2 Z 3D
Mmool

F 72,19 A BIM P TEh I EBRIC B 5 L2 E 3G Lz, Lo L S ORI 72 B8 5-1%
LWA <° RWA & IR A B eBEE 2 RS 2o Tz,

52, WESEM (OFEV., BIMBGEITEILIAN) 12, BRI RFBODIZER N EITHTHZ L%
BATEZERH DL EHRELTZANIZT T3 AT,

INHEDOZMEDH B, LWA & RWA O N AL T 52O & IEOMBEZ R L2, #Hatiic
HEIZIRRS5T-DIZRIA & OFHBEOHRTH -7,

D DRI, MR ERIZBOGEAXY MVOERITZFICR OGNS DO TIE7e< . BHAAMIZ S
INE S TWARREMENSH D Z L ERL TS (Conway et al.)

ZDBZHIEL, MBGEDEFEEDOZL PEINEBEEL TWVDHIZE2PDL LT, —HOERITAR
DNt BRUCEELZMZ 0, FELEZDTHZ L 28R T HHEAMNHWN & 2 /r7, Polarization
Research Lab OFHERER (20224 12 A) 12X THXEFEIN S,

NS OFEFERICESE . KRTO ML, LA o=« 73— H AOMBEE I SICHHET S
L ThB,

AFHL Tl Costello B (2022) 12k A& bIc S\ T, LWA %,

(1) AR,
(2) by T H T HRRR,

(3) I W& BB

&V 3 ODMERITIN D 72 5 B L IET D,
LWA DRARKE LR OWITIL, EAR BRI ME 2 AE AR5 2 & 2R L T %,
BlZiE, A EFRD LVL B mO NI, PGS ISEOEd 2 Nz AEEaEE 12 L e+ 2000 L

QWA
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KOERTEFLD LWA IRITIE, PRSFRO 7t SRR 8] & ks |2 SR 2188 =3 0 RWA kot & 13kt
Y THD LB bna,

L2>L. Costello & (2022) 1%, LWA & RWA/SDO D4 FEEORNIELIMEZ R L TWA5

Bz, BUBA TAnF¥—%2a br—/L L% TlE, LA RIEREFRIT L VRV BARMELE L0
RWESRER & BB LTV,

LWA SOERFEFIL, PRFEOZAMEBLIC R D RERIC D72 N 5721 T, £ 9 LIztERr7E
FIMERL Z B IR AT T 72 W o Bk o7 b L EE IS (Costello et al.)

ZOBEKRIZ, Fy XU ORBIROKE =T X — B WEBEMEIZE U D,
LWA @ b v 7 X0 URBEIOWRICIE, SR RIZRHLT 5 72 OICHER, (BURF-OfsR) 2R+ 5 Z &
s, WENTRERLEARINDOIOOLPLEmEMELL Y EENTHZ L LTHHINTWS,

PIZE by T ET OO L UL EO AT, BEEBEICR T 2 A RAMERORR 2B 5
2. BHZRSEmzit L LD 550500 L,

[FAARIC, RWA S N, ARABESLZ R4 5 FBE LT, Simd HBEOHIREZ SR 5,

LWA OB EMEORITTIX, TRER OB % o 1B S, HEAE 2L L 9 &I D8]
LTEEIN TS (Costello et al.)

Bl z1E, B EFZOTDICBIENRE N Z X FT52 LT, Ke o IV F—HEEBHEEZERT 50
LAL72uy,

ZDOE DT, LA LD EWME N IL, BAEDOHESR - B RERIMERI R L CTETH 5 L [RIFFIC,
BEHEOESEEZRVNTEBY . BOOBURM BIEZERT 57208 E2THETHZ 2 EB LTS
EHERI S LD,

DX T, LA DEWATITBEMENEIE LTS, LA L. WM IBIEHIEIRICIEE S v
HETIER,

Altemeyer (1998) S b L7 &L 912, KHFBUE O BIZIAT B 5 BEMEIT SDO D& ME AL
Rohb,

LWA @ B A La9rE B B3 2 BUR O SERERIMFZEI X LR R 720,
LU, BEFfFORFZETIX LWA &L o XA (Zeigler-Hill et al., 2021) oW1 =2/3Z (Costello

et al.)

T TARMZETIZ, WA & F A v XA EDERIZE BIZ R E Y T EE X T2, Zeigler-Hill &
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Y Y R, e = TR —HBCENE) L OBIR A TA LT,

LU, EEOBORIEEIZIIMHESBIEEL (T72bb, (B FEEDENR) baEndizd, K
MFZECIE, LWA it 2mEmE (Fhbb, A EREARERZR~DaI vy M AV ) L OREFRE
FEfCa bar—L LT,

ZOT7T7Ta—FICLY ., IO RFEEED TRINLLEIZ, T X AN LWA EBIE LTV
HINEIMWEHETDHZENTE T,

FRNOEGE LT EME A AR T 572010, Tx 132Kk ZIERET I 752 HNT 2 DO
Wri AR B ZE & SEhE L 7=,

FRICHFZE 1 Tl A EFRLLBIC LWA &L v X0 & OB AT, BF5E 2 Tid, HRIER~D
Ty AV RLLRIZLWA &F v XL (Paulhus & Williams, 2002) & OB A F~7,

TANTOREF, B @m0 RETIHl S 7,
HEENCEE LOIFIETEZE T DA OB 25 H M ORI (Stober et al.

H9 1 OOIEEL LT, BOENEMIZEIEICDE > TE L LT W, BINE OEE S
¥ 7~ (Cramer, 2011),

BB, TN RLADOEENRE SN TND Z &G MER 2B E 7~ (Grijalva et al.)

(R SCHA)

Understanding left—-wing authoritarianism: Relations to the dark personality traits, altruism,

and social justice commitment
Ann Krispenz & Alex Bertrams

Current Psychology (2023)Cite this article

Abstract

In two pre-registered studies, we 1investigated the relationship of left-wing
authoritarianism with the ego—focused trait of narcissism. Based on existing research, we
expected individuals with higher levels of left-wing authoritarianism to also report higher
levels of narcissism. Further, as individuals with leftist political attitudes can be assumed
to be striving for social equality, we expected left—wing authoritarianism to also be positively

related to prosocial traits, but narcissism to remain a significant predictor of left—wing
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authoritarianism above and beyond those prosocial dispositions. We investigated our hypotheses
in two studies using cross—sectional correlational designs. Two nearly representative US
samples (Study 1: N?=7?391; Study 2: N?=7377) completed online measures of left-wing
authoritarianism, the Dark Triad personality traits, and two variables with a prosocial focus
(i.e., altruism and social justice commitment). In addition, we assessed relevant covariates
(i.e., age, gender, socially desirable responding, and virtue signaling). The results of
multiple regression analyses showed that a strong ideological view, according to which a violent
revolution against existing societal structures is legitimate (i.e., anti-hierarchical
aggression), was associated with antagonistic narcissism (Study 1) and psychopathy (Study 2).
However, neither dispositional altruism nor social justice commitment was related to left-wing
anti—hierarchical aggression. Considering these results, we assume that some leftist political
activists do not actually strive for social justice and equality but rather use political
activism to endorse or exercise violence against others to satisfy their own ego—focused needs.

We discuss these results in relation to the dark—ego-vehicle principle

On 6 January 2021, the United States Capitol in Washington DC was attacked by a group of
individuals who tried to impede the validation of the presidential election. Due to the violent
attack, several people were killed and injured. Many argued that the outgoing president Donald
Trump had incited the attack on the Capitol ? he had lost the 2020 presidential election to
president—elect Joe Biden but refused to concede claiming election fraud. But who were the
people following Donald Trump’ s (alleged) call? According to the New York Times (Barry et
al., 2021, January 9), “they came from around the country with different affiliations ? QAnon,
Proud Boys, elected officials, everyday Americans [---]” But even though they stemmed from
different traits of 1ife, did some of these individuals share a common personality trait called

authoritarianism?

In psychological and political research, authoritarianism has been characterized as (1) a
submissiveness to authority figures and (2) a dominance towards subordinates (Adorno et al.
1950). In the past, authoritarianism has been dominantly investigated in individuals with
right-wing political ideologies which led to the term right-wing authoritarianism (RWA;
Altemeyer, 1996). Individuals with high levels of RWA have been described as people striving
for (1) the strict endorsement of conservative social norms and values (i.e., conventionalism),
(2) the compliance with established authorities (i.e., authoritarian submission), and (3)
antagonistic behavior toward outgroup members (i.e., authoritarian aggression). In line with
this description, current research found individuals with higher levels of RWA to be more
close—minded (e.g., Hodson et al., 2009), fundamentalistic in their religious orientation,
and prejudiced towards minority groups (Altemeyer & Hunsberger, 1992). However, in later
theoretical conceptualizations (Altemeyer, 1998), it was postulated that RWA seems to be more
reflective of the submissive aspect of authoritarianism while another construct ? social
dominance orientation (SDO) ? was assumed to mirror the dominance aspect of authoritarianism.
Individuals with high SDO have been characterized as people opposing social equality in support

of group—based hierarchies by striving to dominate weaker out—groups. Supporting this later
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postulate, empirical studies have shown that SDO is associated with racism, homophobia, and
attitudes unsupportive of women’ s rights whilst negatively correlated with empathy, tolerance,
and altruism (Pratto et al., 1994). Further, it was found that SDO is related to narcissism
(e.g., Cichocka et al., 2017; Zeigler-Hill et al., 2021) and dark personality traits (e.g.,
Hodson et al., 2009).

While there is wide agreement that RWA and SDO are valid psychological constructs (for a
critical review of the measures on RWA, see Harms et al., 2018), the notion of left-wing
authoritarianism (LWA) has been met with skepticism by many researchers (e. g., Altemeyer, 1996;
Jost et al., 2003; Nilsson & Jost, 2020) even though some empirical studies found evidence
for the existence of authoritarianism also on the left side of the political spectrum (e. g.,
Conway et al., 2018; Crawford & Brandt, 2020). Recently, the discussion around LWA has gotten
fresh attention: On 25 May 2020, George Floyd ? an unarmed Black man ?was killed by Minneapolis
police. This event induced massive Black Lives Matter (BLM) protests all over the US and the
world. And while most (94%) of the racial justice protests in the US were conducted peacefully,
some of these protests (6%) included “violence, clashes with the police, vandalism, looting
or other destructive activity” (ACLED, May 2021, p. 1). Later reports found that much of the
violence had been directed at the pro—BLM demonstrators, for example by the police (Chenoweth
& Pressman, 2020, Oct 16). But had some left-wing authoritarians also been involved in the
aggressive activities? This question was addressed by a very recent empirical study (Costello
et al., 2022, study phase 6). Out of a nationally representative US sample of N?=7834
participants, the researchers found 67 individuals who endorsed the violence during the BLM
protests. Among those individuals, LWA (but not RWA) was found to predict the expressed support
and the extremity of the support. Also, 19 individuals reported to have actually engaged in
violence during the BLM protests. However, their aggressive engagement was neither
statistically significantly associated with LWA nor RWA. Further, 73 individuals reported to
having desired to use violence for a political cause during the last five years (i.e., aside
from the pro—BLM protests). Among those participants, the study found that both LWA and RWA
were positively correlated with the desired frequency of violence but only the correlation
with RWA to reach statistical significance. In concert, these results indicate that
authoritarianism cannot only be found on the right side of the political spectrum but might
also be prevalent on the political left (see also Conway et al., 2018). This notion is further
supported by findings of the Polarization Research Lab (2022, December) which show that even
though most followers of both political sides reject violence, some left—-wingers are more likely

than right-wingers to endorse harming or even murdering their political opponents

Based on those previous empirical findings, the goal of the present paper is to further
investigate ego—focus correlates of LWA. Throughout this paper, based on the conceptualization
by Costello et al. (2022), we assume LWA to be a tripartite construct comprising of three
correlated dimensions: (1) anticonventionalism, (2) top—down censorship, and (3)

antihierarchical aggression. The anticonventionalism dimension of LWA is characterized by the
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absolute endorsement of progressive moral values. For example, individuals with high levels
of anticonventionalism might declare anyone to be homophobic who is opposing gay marriage.
The LWA dimension of anticonventionalism seems to contrast the RWA dimension of conventionalism
which is mirrored by the strict endorsement of conservative social norms and values. However,
Costello et al. (2022) found similiarities between the nomological nets of LWA and RWA/SDO.
For example, after controlling for political ideology, LWA anticonventionalism was also

associated with lower openness and higher dogmatism.

LWA anticonventionalism is assumed to not only lead to an intolerance towards conservative
values but also to the desire to impose those progressive moral values on others (Costello
et al., 2022). This desire goes along with top—down censorship as well as antihierarchical
aggression. The top—down censorship dimension of LWA is described as the preference for the
use of authority (governmental and institutional) to deal with opposition and the strive to
suppress any speech that is considered as offensive and intolerant. For example, individuals
with high levels of top—down censorship may strive to suppress free speech to regulate the
expression of right—-wing beliefs in educational institutions. Similarly, individuals high in

RWA support the limitation of free speech, however, as a means to endorse right—-wing values

The antihierarchical aggression dimension of LWA has been defined as “the motivation to
forcefully overthrow the established hierarchy and punish those in power” (Costello et al.,
2022, p.162). For example, individuals might express their antihierarchical aggression by the
endorsement of political violence to fight for social justice. Individuals with high levels
of LWA are thus assumed to be hostile towards the present social and moral authorities while
feeling morally superior and endorsing the use of violence to reach one’ s own political goals.
Thus, aggression is prevalent in individuals high in LWA. However, aggression is not a
phenomenon reserved for the political left ? aggression directed at members of the opposite
political party can also be found in individuals high in SDO as conceptualized by Altemeyer
(1998).

Contemporary empirical studies on the ego—focused correlates of LWA are comparatively rare
The existing research, however, points to a relationship between LWA and ego—focused traits
such as narcissism (Zeigler-Hill et al., 2021) as well as psychopathy (Costello et al., 2022,
phase 4). In the present research, we thus wanted to shed further light on the relations of
LWA with narcissism. Going beyond the research of Zeigler-Hill et al. (2021), we investigated
the relationship between narcissism and the three subfacets of LWA (i.e., anticonventionalism,
top—down censorship, and antihierarchical aggression). However, as left-wing political
attitudes also include prosocial concerns (i.e., the striving for social equality), in the
present research, we simultaneously controlled for the relationship of LWA and prosocial
focused dispositions (i.e., altruism and social justice commitment). This approach allowed
us to investigate if narcissism is related to LWA above and beyond the predictive power of

those prosocial traits
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To investigate our pre-registered research questions, we conducted two cross—sectional
correlational studies using nationally nearly representative US samples. In particular, Study
1 explored the associations of LWA with narcissism beyond and above altruism, while Study 2
investigated the relationships between LWA and narcissism (Paulhus & Williams, 2002) above
and beyond social justice commitment. All measures were assessed with self-report instruments.
To acknowledge the limitations of self-reports regarding individuals’ tendency to answer in
a socially desirable way (Stober et al., 2002), we additionally included established measures
to account for such tendencies in both studies. As another covariate, we included participants’
age as narcissistic traits are susceptible to change over one’ s life course (Cramer, 2011).
Finally, we included gender as a covariate as gender—specific differences in narcissism have

been reported (Grijalva et al., 2015).
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(PsycInfo Database Record (c) 2022 APA, all rights reserved)

(R SCHFE)

Clarifying the structure and nature of left-wing authoritarianism.

Journal ArticleDatabase: APA PsycArticles

Costello, T. H., Bowes, S. M., Stevens, S. T., Waldman, I. D., Tasimi, A., & Lilienfeld
S. 0. (2022). Clarifying the structure and nature of left-wing authoritarianism. Journal of

Personality and Social Psychology, 122(1), 135-170.

https://doi. org/10. 1037/pspp0000341

Abstract

Authoritarianism has been the subject of scientific inquiry for nearly a century, yet the
vast majority of authoritarianism research has focused on right-wing authoritarianism. In the
present studies, we investigate the nature, structure, and nomological network of left-wing
authoritarianism (LWA), a construct famously known as “the Loch Ness Monster” of political
psychology. We iteratively construct a measure and data—driven conceptualization of LWA across
six samples (N = 7,258) and conduct quantitative tests of LWA’ s relations with more than 60
authoritarianism—related variables. We find that LWA, right-wing authoritarianism, and social
dominance orientation reflect a shared constellation of personality traits, cognitive features,
beliefs, and motivational values that might be considered the “heart” of authoritarianism.
Relative to right-wing authoritarians, left-wing authoritarians were lower in dogmatism and
cognitive rigidity, higher in negative emotionality, and expressed stronger support for a
political system with substantial centralized state control. Our results also indicate that
LWA powerfully predicts behavioral aggression and is strongly correlated with participation
in political violence. We conclude that a movement away from exclusively right-wing
conceptualizations of authoritarianism may be required to illuminate authoritarianism’ s
central features, conceptual breadth, and psychological appeal. (PsycInfo Database Record (c)

2022 APA, all rights reserved) (%)
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(FCH )
Homeland Security Uses AI Tool to Analyze Social Media of U.S. Citizens and Refugees

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is using a tool called Babel X that can link a person’ s
Social Security number to their social media posts and location data, according to an internal

CBP document obtained by Motherboard.
Joseph Cox
By Joseph Cox

May 17, 2023, 10:40pm

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is using an invasive, Al-powered monitoring tool to screen
travelers, including U.S. citizens, refugees, and people seeking asylum, which can in some
cases link their social media posts to their Social Security number and location data, according

to an internal CBP document obtained by Motherboard.

The news provides much more detail on how CBP deploys a tool sold widely across the U.S.
government. Called Babel X, the system lets a user input a piece of information about a
target?their name, email address, or telephone number?and receive a bevy of data in return,
according to the document. Results can include their social media posts, linked IP address,
employment history, and unique advertising identifiers associated with their mobile phone.
The monitoring can apply to U.S. persons, including citizens and permanent residents, as well

as refugees and asylum seekers, according to the document
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“This document provides important new information, and it raises a number of questions about
what specific purposes CBP is using social media monitoring for and how that monitoring is
conducted in practice,” Patrick Toomey, deputy project director of the National Security
Project at the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), told Motherboard in an email after

reviewing the document.

Do you know anything else about how Babel X is being used by government or private clients?
Do you work for Babel Street? We’d love to hear from you. Using a non-work phone or computer,
you can contact Joseph Cox securely on Signal on +44 20 8133 5190, Wickr on josephcox, or email

joseph. cox@vice. com.

Babel X, made by Babel Street, provides access to publicly and commercially available
information in more than 200 languages across the public, “dark,” and “deep” webs, according
to the company’ s website, which adds that the tool is “Al-enabled.” The CBP document says
that some of the commercially available records “contain social security numbers compiled
by private third parties.” Babel X is also able to perform “sentiment analysis,” according
to the website. In November, Babel Street announced it would acquire Rosette, an Al-powered
text analysis company that would help with “identity resolution” in the context of national

security, verifying identities, and preventing financial crime.

Motherboard obtained the CBP document, called a Privacy Threshold Analysis (PTA), as part
of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request with CBP. Components of the DHS are required
to complete a PTA when implementing or updating a program, and they expire every three years,
according to the DHS’ s website. If the project is particularly privacy—invading, it will also
require a Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA); the document says the Babel X use is covered by
several PIAs. The end date for the Babel X project is listed as September this year, the document

shows.

“Babel data will be used/captured/stored in support of CBP targeting, vetting, operations
and analysis,” the document reads. Babel X will be used to “identify potential derogatory
and confirmatory information” associated with travelers, persons of interest, and “persons

i

seeking benefits.” The document then says results from Babel X will be stored in other CBP

operated systems for 75 years

The document specifies the use of Babel X is covered by PIAs for ESTA, the Electronic System
for Travel Authorization that is designed for foreigners visiting the U.S. ; the DHS’ s Automatic
Targeting System (ATS), a system that compares travelers against law enforcement and
intelligence agency databases; and the CBP’ s Publicly Available Social Media Monitoring and
Situational Awareness Initiative, in which CBP analysts monitor social media for threats to

its personnel or facilities.
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“The U.S. government’ s ever—expanding social media dragnet is certain to chill people from
engaging in protected speech and association online. And CBP’ s use of this social media
surveillance technology is especially concerning in connection with existing rules requiring
millions of visa applicants each year to register their social media handles with the government.
As we’ ve argued in a related lawsuit, the government simply has no legitimate interest in
collecting and retaining such sensitive information on this immense scale,” Carrie DeCell,

senior staff attorney at the Knight First Amendment Institute, told Motherboard in an email

The full list of information that Babel X may provide to CBP analysts is a target’ s name,
date of birth, address, usernames, email address, phone number, social media content, images,
IP address, Social Security number, driver’ s license number, employment history, and location

data based on geolocation tags in public posts

Bennett Cyphers, a special advisor to activist organization the Electronic Frontier
Foundation, told Motherboard in an online chat “the data isn’ t limited to public posts made

under someone’ s real name on Facebook or Twitter.”

The document says CBP also has access to AdID information through an add-on called Locate
X, which includes smartphone location data. AdID information is data such as a device’ s unique
advertising ID, which can act as an useful identifier for tracking a phone and, by extension,
a person’ s movements. Babel Street obtains location information from a long supply chain of
data. Ordinary apps installed on peoples’ smartphones provide data to a company called Gravy
Analytics, which repackages that location data and sells it to law enforcement agencies via
its related company Venntel. But Babel Street also repackages Venntel s data for its own Locate

X product

The PTA obtained by Motherboard says that Locate X is covered by a separate “commercial
telemetry” PTA. CBP denied Motherboard’ s FOIA request for a copy of this document, claiming
it  “would disclose techniques and/or procedures for law enforcement investigations or

prosecutions”

A former Babel Street employee previously told Motherboard how users of Locate X can draw
a shape on a map known as a geofence, see all devices Babel Street has data on for that location,

and then follow a specific device to see where else it has been.

Cyphers from the EFF added “most of the people whose location data is collected in this

way likely have no idea it’ s happening.”

CBP has been purchasing access to location data without a warrant, a practice that critics
say violates the Fourth Amendment. Under a ruling from the Supreme Court, law enforcement
agencies need court approval before accessing location data generated by a cell phone tower;

those critics believe this applies to location data generated by smartphone apps too.

“Homeland Security needs to come clean to the American people about how it believes it can
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legally purchase and use U.S. location data without any kind of court order. Americans’ privacy
shouldn’ t depend on whether the government uses a court order or credit card,” Senator Ron
Wyden told Motherboard in a statement. “DHS should stop violating Americans’ rights, and
Congress should pass my bipartisan legislation to prohibit the government’ s purchase of
Americans’ data.” CBP has refused to tell Congress what legal authority it is following when

using commercially bought smartphone location data to track Americans without a warrant

CBP paid Babel Street more than $2.7 million for an annual subscription to Babel X if in
2019, and another $265, 000 in 2020, according to online procurement records. Babel Street has
also sold Babel X subscriptions to TSA, the Defense Information Systems Agency (DISA), the
U.S. Coast Guard, the Navy, the Air Force, the Army, Special Operations Command, the U.S.

Marshals Service, the FBI, and the State Department, according to the records

“The Department of Homeland Security is committed to protecting individuals’ privacy, civil

>

rights, and civil liberties,” CBP told Motherboard in a statement. “DHS uses various forms
of technology to execute its mission, including tools to support investigations related to
threats to infrastructure, illegal trafficking on the dark web, cross—border transnational
crime, and terrorism. DHS leverages this technology in ways that are consistent with its

>

authorities and the law.’

Babel Street didn’ t respond to a request for comment. Motherboard visited the Babel X section
of Babel Street’ s website on Tuesday. On Wednesday before publication, that product page was

replaced with a message that said “page not found.”
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‘Missing’ Biden corruption case witness Dr. Gal Luft details allegations against

president’ s family in extraordinary video
By Miranda Devine
July 5, 2023 10:52pm Updated
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The “missing witness” from the Biden corruption investigation, Israeli professor Dr. Gal
Luft, has laid out his bribery allegations against the president’ s family in an extraordinary

video filmed in an undisclosed location while he’ s on the run.

In the 14-minute recording, obtained exclusively by The Post, the fugitive former Israeli
army officer claims he was arrested in Cyprus to stop him from testifying to the House Oversight
Committee that the Biden family received payments from individuals with alleged ties to Chinese
military intelligence and that they had an FBI mole who shared classified information with

their benefactors from the China—controlled energy company CEFC.

The self-proclaimed fall guy says he provided the incriminating evidence to six officials
from the FBI and the Department of Justice in a secret meeting in Brussels in March 2019 ?

but alleges that it was covered up.

“I, who volunteered to inform the US government about a potential security breach and about
compromising information about a man vying to be the next president, am now being hunted by
the very same people who I informed ? and may have to live on the run for the rest of my life

»

on the run ---

“I’ mnot a Republican. I’ m not a Democrat. I have no political motive or agenda --- I did
it out of deep concern that if the Bidens were to come to power, the country would be facing
the same traumatic Russia collusion scandal ? only this time with China. Sadly, because of

the DOJ’ s cover—up, this is exactly what happened ---”

“I warned the government about potential risk to the integrity of the 2020 elections ---

Ask yourself, who is the real criminal in this story?”

The House Oversight chairman, Republican James Comer, who was preparing to interview Luft
before Luft disappeared, says the Israeli remains a “potential witness” in the Biden family

probe, despite his fugitive status.

It remains to be seen whether Luft is the man who will bring down the Bidens, but he is not

going quietly into the sunset
He is determined to tell the American public his version of the truth.

Calling himself “patient zero of the Biden family investigation,” Luft, 57, says he is
innocent of charges of conspiring to sell Chinese weapons to Kenya, Libya and the UAE, of

violating the Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA), and of making a false statement

He says he was forced to skip bail in Cyprus in April while awaiting extradition “because

I did not believe I will receive a fair trial in a New York court.”
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‘Make evidence public’

Now he is challenging the government to release the minutes of the Brussels meeting and make

public the evidence against him.

“Why did the DOJ choose to unseal the indictment on Nov. 1, 2022, the very same week of

the midterm elections?” he asks

“Could this have anything to do with the fear that once Republicans gain control over Congress

and begin to investigate, [the DOJ] cover—up would be on full display?”

Luft says he told the DOJ and the FBI in Brussels that Joe Biden, soon after his vice
presidential term ended, had attended a meeting at the Four Seasons Hotel in Washington, DC,

with his son Hunter and officials from CEFC.

Luft’ s account of the former VP’ s presence at that meeting was corroborated 21?months later
when the FBI interviewed another attendee, Biden family associate Rob Walker, according to

recent testimony before Congress

Luft disclosed during the Brussels interview that CEFC was paying $100, 000 a month to Hunter
and $65, 000 to his uncle Jim Biden, in exchange for their FBI connections and use of the Biden
name to promote China’ s Belt and Road Initiative around the world ? and that the money was

being funneled through Walker.

The Oversight Committee has written to Walker demanding he submit to questioning about his
role in distributing more than $1 million from China to at least three of President Biden’ s

relatives.

The DOJ sent a delegation of six people to meet Luft in Brussels, he alleges: four FBI agents
and two prosecutors from the Southern District of New York, Daniel Richenthal and Catherine

Ghosh.

Among the FBI contingent was Special Agent Joshua Wilson from the Baltimore field office
who would go on to sign a subpoena later that year to seize Hunter’ s abandoned laptop from

a Delaware repair shop.
“Why did the government dispatch to Europe so many people?” asks Luft

“They knew very well I’ m a credible witness and I have insider knowledge about the group

and individuals that enriched the Biden family.

“Over an intensive two—day meeting, I shared my information about the Biden family’ s
financial transactions with CEFC, including specific dollar figures. I also provided the name

of Rob Walker, who later became known as Hunter Biden’ s bagman.”

Think—-tank ties
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He also told the DOJ and the FBI in Brussels that Hunter had an FBI mole named “One Eye”
who had tipped off his CEFC associates, Dr. Patrick Ho and Chairman Ye Jianming, that they

were under investigation.

Luft is well connected in intelligence circles in Washington, DC, where he ran a think tank,
the Institute for the Analysis of Global Security, with former CIA Director James Woolsey and

former national security adviser Robert McFarlane as advisers

He learned in 2017 that Hunter and Jim Biden were being paid by CEFC because Luft was in

partnership at the time with a nonprofit think tank associated with the Chinese company.

When Ho was arrested in 2017 in New York on bribery charges, the first person he tried to

call was Hunter Biden, whom he had paid $1 million as a “legal retainer.”

But at his trial, Ho was blocked by prosecutors from mentioning the Bidens, according to

Luft.

Ho “paid Hunter Biden a million dollars for God—knows-what [but] was not allowed to mention

the word Biden before the jury,” says Luft.

“Prosecutor Daniel Richenthal told the judge at the time that mentioning the name Biden
would ‘add a political dimension’ to the case, and the judge agreed. Which means if I was

2

brought before a New York court, I would not be allowed to utter the word Brussels or Biden.’

Luft denies the charge that he is an arms dealer: “I was asked by a bona fide arms dealer,
an Israeli friend, to inquire with a company I knew if they had an item and what would be the
price of an item. This is where the conspiracy ended. No follow—up, no money, no brokering

activity.”
He also faces FARA charges of acting as an unregistered foreign agent of CEFC.

“The DOJ says I caused a payment of $6,000 a month to former CIA Director James Woolsey
in order to put his name on an article I had ghostwritten for the China Daily newspaper ---
Woolsey had been an adviser to my think tank since 2002 and nothing in the article represented

Chinese interests.”

“Why am I being indicted -+ for ghostwriting an innocuous article for which I received no
payment, let alone from a foreign government, when the mother of all FARA cases, the Bidens’
systemic influence—peddling on behalf of foreign governments, for which they raked [in]

millions, goes unpunished?”

Attorney met with government

A curious addendum to Luft’ s tale comes in October 2020, days after The Post’ s bombshell

revelations from Hunter’ s laptop.
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Luft dispatched his attorney, Robert Henoch, to Washington to meet the Trump
administration’ s acting Deputy Attorney General Richard Donoghue to repeat the allegations

he had made in Brussels.

Donoghue also had been assigned by Attorney General Bill Barr in February 2020 to coordinate

federal investigations into all Ukraine-related corruption allegations against Joe Biden.

Unbeknownst to Luft, on Sept. 4, Donoghue had ordered the Delaware US attorney to pause the
criminal investigation into Hunter to avoid leaks in the two months before the election,

according to testimony before Congress

Donoghue agreed to meet Henoch at a Starbucks near DOJ headquarters and corresponded on his
private email, says Luft, who showed The Post the emails between his attorney and the senior

official.

“The story is about corruption at the very highest levels of government/politics and I think

it can all be corroborated,” Henoch wrote.

Nothing ever came of the meeting ? until February of this year, when Luft was arrested in

Cyprus.
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Justice Department Releases More of Mar—a—Lago Search Warrant
y Catherine Yang

July 6, 2023Updated: July 6, 2023

The Justice Department released more of the affidavit for a search warrant for Donald Trump’ s

Mar—a-Lago estate (pdf) on Wednesday.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Bruce Reinhart announced Wednesday in his ruling that additional parts

of the document could be unsealed

Multiple media organizations had requested the entire document be unsealed, but Mr. Reinhart,
a magistrate judge for the Southern District of Florida, ruled on July 5 (pdf) that
“investigative steps that have not yet been made public” and therefore “should remain under

seal.”

he Justice Department first released a redacted copy of the search warrant affidavit in August

2022, and unsealed additional portions in the following month.

Questions were left unanswered as to why investigators believed crimes were committed.

New Information

Among the newly unsealed portions are additional explanations of what investigators believed

was in the boxes seized.
“Since the FIFTEEN BOXES were provided to NARA, additional documents bearing classification
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markings, which appear to contain NDI and were stored at the PREMISES in an unauthorized location,
have been produced to the government in response to a grand jury subpoena directed to FPOTUS s
post—-presidential office and seeking documents containing classification markings stored at

the PREMISES and otherwise under FPOTUS’ s control.”

A few lines in a seven—page blackout were newly un-redacted, including “It was FPOTUS’ s
practice to store accumulated documents in boxes, and that continues to be his practice,”

and descriptions of Mar—a-Lago doors, and a photo of boxes stacked in a “storage room.”

The latest affidavit also states that an attorney representing Mr. Trump had “agreed to
accept service of a grand jury subpoena” via email which had requested any and all documents

bearing markings including “top secret,”  “confidential,” and several other designations

This produced, in June 2022, a “single Redweld envelope, wrapped in tape, containing

documents,” which was revealed to have been found in the storage room of boxes

The investigator learned from the attorney that all White House records were kept in boxes
inside this storage room, and was permitted to see this room “and observed that approximately
fifty to fifty—five boxes” remained, suggesting to the agent that several of the original

80 to 95 boxes provided to Mr. Trump had been relocated

The envelope produced by the subpoena included 38 unique documents, including 5 marked

confidential, 16 marked secret, and 17 marked top secret

“Based on my training and experience, I know that documents classified at these levels
typically contain NDI [national defense information]. Multiple documents also contained what

appears to be FPOTUS’ s handwritten notes,” states the affidavit

Security footage of the Mar—a—Lago storage room from four cameras was also subpoenaed and

provided to FBI agents via hard drive in July 2022.

“However, other offices can also be entered from the ANTEROOM, so it might be possible for
persons to enter the STORAGE ROOM from those other offices without being visible in the

surveillance camera footage,” the affidavit reads

The footage revealed someone leaving the anteroom with “approximately 64” boxes on several

days between May and June 2022, returning only 25 to 30 of those boxes
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(L ST HFY)
Disciplinary Panel Recommends Disbarring Giuliani Over Trump Election Claims

Yesterday

WASHINGTON (Sputnik) — A three person attorney disciplinary committee recommended that Rudy
Giuliani be stripped of his Washington, DC, law license for trying to overturn the results

of the 2020 US presidential election, a court filing revealed

“We have considered in mitigation Mr. Giuliani’ s conduct following the September 11 attacks
as well as his prior service in the Justice Department and as Mayor of New York City,” the

panel said in a document filed with the DC court of appeals on Friday.

“But all of that happened long ago. The misconduct here sadly transcends all his past
accomplishments. It was unparalleled in its destructive purpose and effect. He sought to disrupt
a presidential election and persists in his refusal to acknowledge the wrong he has done. For

these reasons, we unanimously recommend that Mr. Giuliani be disbarred.”

The move centers around Giuliani, on behalf of then-President Donald Trump, filing a lawsuit
to reverse the 2020 presidential results in Pennsylvania. The panel said he violated the law
by filing the motion “when he had no factual basis, and consequently no legitimate legal grounds,

”

to do so.

The panel’ s recommendation is not final, according to US media, with the case still needing

to be considered by DC’ s Board on Professional Responsibility and by the DC court of appeals.

Giuliani is also facing potential disbarment in the state of New York, where is law license

is temporarily suspended.
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IRS opened Matt Taibbi tax probe on Christmas Eve following ‘Twitter Files’ document dump
By Steven Nelson

May 24, 2023 4:39pm Updated

WASHINGTON ? The IRS opened an examination of journalist Matt Taibbi’ s 2018 tax return on
Christmas Eve of last year ? three weeks after he exposed sensitive documents about government

officials pressuring Twitter to censor content

The House Judiciary Committee said Wednesday it obtained that detail and other information
about the case from the IRS following the outcry over a tax agent visiting Taibbi’ s home on

>

March 9, 2022 ? the same day he testified to Congress about the “Twitter Files.’

Documents provided to the committee “raise more questions than they answer,” Judiciary
Committee Chairman Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) wrote to IRS Commissioner Daniel Werfel in a letter

requesting that he make further disclosures

The IRS told the committee it was trying to ensure the reporter wasn’ t the victim of identity

fraud, Jordan wrote.
The agency said a letter was sent to Taibbi in 2019 which explained the discrepancy

But critics seized on documents obtained by the committee, which showed the IRS opened its

examination of Taibbi’ s 2018 tax return on December 24, 2022 ? a Saturday.

The IRS asserted to the Committee that it sent a letter to Mr. Taibbi on October 24, 2019 ?
nine days after Mr. Taibbi filed his 2018 tax return ? asking Mr. Taibbi to verify his return

because it met identity theft criteria and could not be processed until he confirmed.

“The IRS alleged that it sent a second letter to Mr. Taibbi on March 23, 2020,” Jordan

wrote.

“However, according to Mr. Taibbi, neither he nor his accountant received either of these
letters or any other notification that there was an issue with his 2018 tax return ? that is,

until the IRS conducted a field visit at Mr. Taibbi’ s home three years later.

“The IRS also failed to produce these purported letters to the Committee.”
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Jordan went on: “The IRS’ s production shows that the IRS opened its examination of Mr.

Taibbi’ s 2018

tax return on December 24, 2022. Not only was this date Christmas Eve and a Saturday, but
it also happened to be three weeks after he published the first Twitter Files detailing
government abuses and the same day that Mr. Taibbi published the ninth segment of the Twitter
Files, detailing how federal government agencies ‘from the State Department to the Pentagon

to the CIA’ coordinated to censor and coerce speech on various social media platforms.”

Taibbi revealed in March that an IRS agent visited his New Jersey home and left a note

instructing him to call the tax bureau four days later.

When he did, an IRS agent reportedly told him that his returns for 2018 and 2021 had been

rejected due to identity theft concerns

The new Jordan letter doesn’ t mention Taibbi’ s 2021 tax return, but Jordan previously said

that it had been rejected as well on identity fraud grounds

Jordan, who also leads a select subcommittee focused on the alleged weaponization of
government agencies, wrote to Werfel that he was alarmed that a tax investigation would be

opened on Christmas Eve.

“It is unclear from the documents alone why the IRS opened its examination of Mr. Taibbi’ s
tax return on such an unusual date or whether it coincided intentionally with Mr. Taibbi’ s

reporting about government censorship,” Jordan wrote
The IRS did not immediately respond to The Post’ s request for comment

Taibbi responded on Twitter: “The IRS opened a case on me on a Saturday, Christmas Eve 2022,
which just happened to coincide with a major Twitter Files report on FBI/intelligence community

ties to tech platforms.”

Jordan’ s request for even more records comes as an IRS whistleblower prepares to testify
privately Friday before the House Ways and Means Committee about an alleged coverup in the

five—year—old tax fraud investigation of first son Hunter Biden.
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