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Hints of Moderating Price Pressures
US core inflation matched estimates in April from a year ago

# Core CPI, excluding food and energy (YoY, NSA) Headline CPI1 (YoY, NSA)
10%

Core est. 5.5%_

Headline est.: 5%

| 5

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bloomberg survey
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B 7 FED WATCH TOOL =& % F#FF L— k (2023/05/12)

MEETING PROEABILITIES

MEETING DATE 200-225 225-250 250-275 275-300 300-32% 325-350 350-375 375-400  400-425 425-450 450-475 475-500 500-525 | 525-550

2023/06M14
2023107126
2023/09/20
20231101
20231213
202410131
2024/03/20
202410301
2024/06M149
202410731
2024/09/25
20241106

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.6%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.1%
1.4%
4.4%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
01%
2.3%
5.8%
14.6%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
1%
2.8%
13.1%
231%
26.3%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
4.5%
13.9%
29.8%
30.9%
27. 7%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.6%
22.8%
33.6%
INT%
231%
17.7%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
16.1%
40.1%
3.2%
17.3%
9.9%
6.9%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
14.9%
42 9%
25.6%
13.5%
5.0%
2.5%
1.6%

BI% 8 FED WATCH TOOL Ik % F#FF L— ~ (2023/04/14)

MEETING DATE | 200-225

2023/05/03
2023/06/14
2023/07/26
2023/09/20
2023M11/01
20231213
2024/01/31
2024/03/20
2024/05/01
2024/06/19
2024/07/31
2024/09/25

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.4%

MEETING PROBABILITIES

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
15.4%
43.3%
31.8%
6.1%
27%
0.3%
0.3%
02%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
16.1%
44 1%
32.6%
T.9%
0.6%
0.2%
0.1%
0.0%
0.0%

0.0%
0.0%
17.6%
435.5%
32 4%
8.2%
0.8%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

225-250 250-275 275-300 300-325 323-350 | 350-375 375-400 400-425 425450 450-475

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.1%
29%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.1%
1.0%
10.1%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.1%
1.3%
5.58%
20.7%

(HFT: OME 7 = RY 4 v F Y —)b

https://www. cmegroup. com/ ja/markets/interest-rates/cme—fedwatch—tool. html)

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
2.2%
7.2%
16.6%
26.5%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
1.3%
11.6%
19.6%
26.8%
22.0%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
1.5%
9.8%
26.7%
29.0%
26.0%
12.0%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
1.8%
11.0%
26.0%
31.1%
25.1%
15.8%
4.3%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
2.2%
12.6%
28.1%
32.3%
19.7%
13.0%
6.1%
1.0%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
3.5%
15.1%
30.8%
32.9%
21.2%
7.0%
4.0%
1.5%
0.1%

0.0%
0.0%
6.5%
22 1%
34.6%
33.3%
19.6%
7.6%
1.4%
0.7%
0.2%
0.0%

0.0%
28.3%
45.1%
¥.8%

7.9%

0.8%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

&4.5%
60.5%
30.3%
6.2%
0.6%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

15.5%
10.1%
4.0%
0.3%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

475-500 500-525 525-550

22 0%
17.4%
35.5%
42 1%
33.0%
17.1%
6.0%
1.5%
0.1%
0.1%
0.0%
0.0%

78.0%
66.1%
47 7%
27.5%
13.3%
4.0%
0.9%
0.2%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

0.0%
16.6%
10.4%

4.8%

1.8%

0.3%

01%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

ZOEBNF TREEEFEOA —N RO —T1IBEGHEA—IVEIZ2n L2 (BF 9), HEHEF]D 5%
A DT, 5-10 41X 3.5%%El> TWET, ZHEFHENRKBZIERCA v 7 LROK T 2 TFH|
LTWBEWNWH ZETTIN, ZOEE THHESCERMNEL->TL D EW D OBRFLD R TTT,
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BE& 9 XREA—ILFH—T
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[US] Yield Curve US Treasury
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Bk 10 RKEOITL—V14—T14 2T LE (BED

sjo — 'S N :
XTV=D1=TI1IVFE
— 0FETL=D{=T{U7E 2.18 B 2023105112
—SETV=D1 T4 7VE 2.1 B 2023/05/11
— 2T U=H4 =T 4 7V E 1.94 ik 202305011
B e AT =HL = T4 7L 1 84 BfR 2023105111
— KEN0FEE (=2 B)EH 3.46 & 202310512
f\[\-; KEN0FS VILEBEE (=RE)£F 1.28 F& 202310512
4

2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2018 2018 2020 2022
Source:Refintiv Datastream Reuters graphic/ildinvestors 2023/05/14 |

6. FMEPRABYFYIZHIAD

WTT JFUH eI e H . OPEC 77 ADH 7T A4 XWPE% 21T CT—5UZ 80 RALRICER LE L,

L LRME, THERAIC Y By v a VIRERE E DR TR AF it D LR < 22 E 5 2% )
EEEFE L, TRFREOBAPEIFICA > T AUE, FEMEITIRICIC EBEET 2 00RO
6T, MBI E SICEOTRBY ICE E | W JEIEWITT- TN 60 RABICESIARIRIND
L TnET (B 11)
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Bzx 11 W [RiBEY

(R IT R TP

= [Fil5Es) wWTI, B, (CFD) ® Market Closed
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Investing co 000
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(HHFT : investing. com https://jp. investing. com/commodities/crude—oil-streaming—chart)
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7.

B#% 12 XEQOETsT1EH

xR vs KRG L (BT (1)
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HARIZIZZNDIZHY T2 H 00RO T, 2 FEEESFNG 1 FE 1 FMAT v 7 TRALTY
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1. 83%7H-2. 16%~ L 2N R L E LTz,
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2F REEAHEERMME-TL-D1-—T12I0L )

2 Year Real Interest Rates (Fixed Income - BEI)
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Source:Refinitiv Datastream /Wildinvestors Inc2023/05/14
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HE 14 FTXEREORERPAEBEL—F

KEHEDSEEL—M(CCiti HXR)

Real broad effective exchange rates Citi Daily

120 -
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Source Refinitiv Datastream / Wildinvestors Inc 2023/05/14
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Bx& 15 AR®/ US FiLL—bk (AR)

B USD/CNY, A, U7ILI( AHERE ¢ Market Closed |
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(AT : investing. com https://jp. investing. com/currencies/usd—cny—chart)
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BE 17 XZE&EE (RHFWL)

=861 vs KA (1)
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AT.4 — 47.7 — 46.3 — 47.1 ISMELEHEK
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50.2 — 50.1 — 47.5 — 46.3 [EgE

BE 18 X ISMBEREHIKR—RV FEEPS

KEISMEE BRI VR—%2 FEEPS

[US] ISM Manufacturing Component and EPS
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Source:Refinitiv Datastream/Wildinvestors Inc. 2023/05/12

A U<k ISMIFEIRGESEFEHULRTH @ 51.9 & RiH O 51.2 225 b MICds U CHERBI R &
LELE (A& 19), B An =2y Lisfib oo, BiBZESGELE L,
PN & ics7e 28 B AR MEIRICH ) EFOT, BlA 7 LIEABRA TS DT T,

003 — 02H — 03H — 04H4

55.2 — 55.1 — b51.2 — 51.9 ISM [3F] SUyE3tes
60.4 — 56.3 — b55.4 — 52.0

60.4 — 62.6 — 52.2 — 56.1

5.0 — 54.0 — 51.3 — 50.8

50.0 — 47.6 — 45.8 — 48.6 pNmpiH:

27
©Wild Investors Inc. http!//www.wildinvestors.com/ DEEP INSIDE” 2023 &£ 5 A



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html
http://www.wildinvestors.com/

& 19 X ISHIEBLEREHIVR—R2 FEEPS

X EISMIERLE R IFH A ih—2 Y FEEPS

[US] ISM NON-Manufacturing Component and EPS
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FANG or FAAMG price chart (rel to SPX)
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FANG or FAAMG price chart (rel to Info Tech)
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FANG or FAAMG MV% stacked chart
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[US] SectorindexPerformances(rel to SPY)
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Russia’ s invasion of Ukraine in maps ? latest updates

A visual guide to the war
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@townhallcom

Former President Trump pulls out screenshots of his tweets on January 5th and 6th asking

for protestors to remain peaceful.
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Jan. 6 Coverage

At Least 50 Undercover Officers and Informants Monitored Proud Boys, Jan. 6 Crowds, New Court

Filing Says

Previously undisclosed officers cited in defense motion for mistrial

Joseph M. Hanneman
By Joseph M. Hanneman

April 10, 2023Updated: April 10, 2023
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Up to a dozen previously undisclosed undercover Metropolitan Police Department officers were
embedded in the crowds on Jan. 6?including one who admitted joining in protester chants to
“stop the steal” ?according to an April 10 court filing in the Proud Boys seditious—conspiracy

trial.

A motion for mistrial filed by defense attorney Roger Roots said the additional undercover
officers bring the number of police, agents, and informants embedded in Jan. 6 crowds to at

least 50.
He had filed an April 5 motion in the case that estimated the number to be 40.

Roots, who represents Proud Boys defendant Dominic Pezzola, asked U.S. District Judge Timothy
Kelly to declare a mistrial based on “numerous, repeated and yet—unfolding” instances where

exculpatory evidence was withheld by federal prosecutors.

At an April 7 meeting with prosecutors, “the defense learned that there were at least 10
to 12 additional, previously unknown plainclothes MPD officers among the Proud Boys on Jan.

6,” Roots wrote

“This brings the total number of informants among defendants on or around Jan. 6 to 50 or

more,” he said. “And there are reasons to suspect the true number is higher.”

Members of the Proud Boys during a protest against the election outside the Colorado State

Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Michael Ciaglo/Getty Images)

In his April 5 court filing, Roots said there were 19 confidential informants from an agency
called HSI (Homeland Security Investigations) in the crowds on Jan. 6. That was in addition

to eight FBI informants within the group.

Five members of the Proud Boys?Pezzola, Zachary Rehl, Enrique Tarrio, Joe Biggs, and Ethan

NordeanThave been on trial since December.

They are charged with seditious conspiracy, conspiracy to obstruct official proceedings
obstruction of official proceedings, conspiracy to prevent certain federal officers from

performing their duties, and other Jan. 6 counts

Prosecutors contend they conspired to attack the Capitol and disrupt the counting of Electoral

College votes by Congress

Tarrio, Rehl, Nordean, and Biggs face nine criminal counts related to the Capitol breach,

and Pezzola is charged with 10.

Officer Joins in Protest Chants
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Roots said the newly disclosed 10712 MPD undercover officers were from the Narcotics and
Special Investigation Division. They were in addition to previously reported undercover

officers from the MPD Electronic Surveillance Unit (ESU).

Prosecutors presented three of the undercover MPD officers for defense attorneys to interview,

Roots said.

On April 7, investigator Nicholas Tomasula told defense attorneys his role on Jan. 6 was
to record the crowds with his bodycam. He did not know if the other narcotics division undercover

officers were also capturing video, the motion stated
Roots said the defense has not been provided with Tomasula’ s video.

“And he admitted he himself had been heard on video chanting, “Whose house? Our house!”

and “Stop the steal!” Roots said.

“We still do not know the extent to which the crowd’ s First Amendment demonstrations were

transformed into violence by undercover law enforcement officers,” Roots said.

“The Tomasula bodycam videos may be the tip of a much larger iceberg.”

Tomasula told defense attorneys he had destroyed his iPhone, and all of his text

messages?including some related to the Proud Boys?had been auto—deleted, the motion said.

Members of the Proud Boys join a rally in Washington on Nov. 14, 2020. (0Olivier Douliery/AFP
via Getty Images)

“Tomasula indicated he would have immediately written reports of any violence, violent talk,
or violent or insurrectionist plans among the Proud Boys or patriots but reported none,” he

said.

“Such information would have been nice to have weeks ago when defendants were cross—examining

government witnesses and developing their defense,” Roots said

Prosecutors previously disclosed that a dozen ESU undercover officers were in the crowds

taking videos and photographs, the motion said

Those officers recorded protesters on the scaffolding on the west front of the Capitol,
live—streamed video to MPD’ s Joint Operations Command Center (JOCC), documented MPD’ s
attempts to hold police lines while being assaulted by the crowd, and filmed a Jan. 5 crowd
that had taken an “aggressive stance” with MPD officers, according to a supplement filed

with Roots’ motion.

DOJ Is Unaware
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In its reply to Roots’ April 5 court filing, the U.S. Department of Justice said it is unaware

of any Homeland Security Investigations unit that worked at the Capitol on Jan. 6.

“Defendant Pezzola does not identify the agency that runs the ‘Homeland Security
Investigations’ wunit, nor does he contend that this unit is closely aligned with the
prosecution team,” Tread the response, signed by Jocelyn Ballantine, chief of the Complex

Conspiracy Unit in the DOJ Capitol Siege Section.

“And, indeed, the government is aware of no involvement in Dominic Pezzola’ s case by any

unit so identified,” the response read

A leaked video posted on Rumble on March 24 shows three undercover MPD officers engaging
in provocateur behavior on Jan. 6, helping protesters climb over barriers, shouting pro—Trump

slogans, and directing the crowd to proceed up the northwest stairs to the Capitol

The actions of those officers were disclosed in court filings in another case by Jan. 6

defendant William Pope of Topeka, Kansas

Pope has asked U.S. District Judge Rudolph Contreras to lift the court seal on a video shot

by one of the officers so the public can view it
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(FCH )
Joe Biden boosted Ukraine gas industry as Hunter took Burisma role
By Steven Nelson

April 11, 2023 8:05pm

WASHINGTON ? Then-Vice President Joe Biden visited Ukraine on a mission to bolster the
country’ s energy industry days after his son Hunter joined the board of natural gas company
Burisma in 2014 ? which a former White House stenographer claims implicates the now—80-year—old

in a foreign influence—peddling “kickback scheme.”

Mike McCormick says he was with current national security adviser Jake Sullivan ? then a
Biden aide ? in the press cabin of Air Force Two en route to Kyiv on April 21, 2014, as he
outlined how the world’ s wealthiest country would help the deeply corrupt post-Soviet state

build its gas industry

Giving a rundown of priorities for the trip, Sullivan ? described in a transcript as an
anonymous “senior administration official” ? said Biden would “discuss with [Ukrainian
officials] medium— and long—term strategies to boost conventional gas production, and also

to begin to take advantage of the unconventional gas reserves that are in Ukraine.”

Asked for details, the Biden aide said the US was interested in providing “technical
assistance to help [Ukraine] be able to boost production in their conventional gas fields,
where presently they aren’ t getting the maximum of what they could be” while offering

“technical assistance relating to a regulatory framework, and also the technology that would
be required to extract unconventional gas resources; and Ukraine has meaningful reserves of
unconventional gas according to the latest estimates.”
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In December of that year, amid broader Obama administration support for Ukraine, Congress
approved $50 million to support the country’ s energy sector, including the natural gas

industry.

McCormick, who worked more than a decade at the White House, told The Post this week he believes
the timeline of events, featuring the unmasked longtime Joe Biden aide, demonstrates that the

president used his prior position to help his son’ s foreign business interests

“Joe Biden was over there telling them, ‘You can’ t be corrupt! You can’ t be corrupt!’
while he was corrupt,” McCormick says. “Look, this is Air Force Two. This is Joe Biden’ s
plane. He’ s in control of it. Jake Sullivan was in the front of the plane with Joe Biden in

a meeting and then he walks back in the plane to talk to the press.”

Now, McCormick tells The Post that he wants to testify before the federal grand jury in
Delaware considering charges against Hunter ? saying he has relevant information that the FBI

ignored

“They’ ve been looking at Hunter Biden, but this ties Joe Biden and [Sullivan] into promoting

a kickback scheme with Ukraine,” he said. “It’ s the timeline that does it.”

Hunter’ s role at Burisma was not made public until a May 12, 2014, press release from the

company.

A BuzzFeed article, citing company documents filed in Cyprus, said Hunter had joined Burisma
on April 18 of that year and emails from Hunter’ s abandoned laptop include discussions in

the run—up to his dad’ s visit to the country

McCormick provided The Post screenshots of an online FBI tip submission form that he says
he completed in February. He has yet to hear back. Lying to the FBI is a crime punishable by

up to five years in prison.

“Right now, they are three years into an investigation doing nothing and it seems like
they’ re stonewalling,” McCormick said. “I’ 11 go under oath before anyone who needs to hear

the truth about Joe Biden’ s criminal activities.”

He added: “Joe Biden committed crimes in Ukraine in a conspiracy with Jake Sullivan. I’ m

a witness to that happening.”

Four days before Sullivan briefed reporters, Burisma paymaster Vadim Pozharskyi emailed
Hunter’ s business associate Devon Archer, already on the board, that he recognized Hunter

Biden could be both an asset and a liability.

“As to the HB I do believe that we have to reach reasonable balance here. I realize fully
that his role -+ is of long term perspective and taking into account the political weight of

our Directors we have to ‘use’ their personality carefully and strategically wise, I do
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realize their vulnerability in this respect,” Pozharskyi wrote.

“Therefore I kindly suggest to indeed now or after his father left our country just put
him on our website without going for public camping [sic],” he added. “And then after we
meet in May we agree on joint plan and move forward accordingly, with media campaign or without

it, just concentrating on informal talks with relevant interested parties etc.
“In some sense we cannot ‘hide’ our directors.”

Pozharskyi went on: “Please have a thought about it before tomorrow phone call, it’ s just
my ideas now as I have not yet talked to [Burisma owner] Nikolay [Zlochevsky]. (we both traveling

now and do not use mobile phones for such conversations—)).”

Hunter Biden was paid up to $1 million per year from 2014 through 2019 to serve on Burisma’ s
board, despite no relevant industry experience, as his dad handled the Obama administration’ s

Ukraine portfolio.
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(FSCHRY)
Published: Apr 17, 2023
Comer on Biden Family & Associates’ Financial Records

WASHINGTON?House Committee on Oversight and Accountability Chairman James Comer (R—Ky.)
issued the following statement after he and several lawmakers went to the U.S. Department of
the Treasury to view financial records related to the Biden family and their associates’

business transactions:

“Thousands of pages of financial records related to the Biden family, their companies, and
associates’ business schemes were made available to members of the House Committee on Oversight
and Accountability, which confirm the importance of this investigation. The Biden family
enterprise is centered on Joe Biden’ s political career and connections, and it has generated
an exorbitant amount of money for the Biden family. We’ ve identified six additional members
of Joe Biden’ s family who may have benefited from the Biden family’ s businesses that we are

investigating, bringing the total number of those involved or benefiting to nine

“The Oversight Committee will continue to pursue additional bank records to follow the Bidens’
tangled web of financial transactions to determine if the Biden family has been targeted by
foreign actors and if there is a national security threat. We will soon provide the public
with more information about what we’ ve uncovered to date. The American people need transparency

and accountability, and the Oversight Committee will deliver much needed answers.” ()
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IRS whistleblower bombshell expands Hunter Biden scandal to coverup, obstruction concerns

”1t’ s deeply concerning that the Biden Administration may be obstructing justice by blocking
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efforts to charge Hunter Biden for tax violations,” House Oversight Committee Chairman James

Comer says.

Updated: April 20, 2023 - 9:33pm

In the half century since Watergate, the adage that the coverup can be worse than the crime
has been emblazoned in the American psyche of political scandal. And while historians still
debate whether that adage was true or not for the Nixon scandal, allegations of coverup, false

testimony or obstruction have transformed many a political controversy since.

On Wednesday, an IRS whistleblower’s stunning disclosure to Congress that “preferential
treatment and politics” were “improperly infecting” the Hunter Biden investigation instantly

transformed the scandal that has most bedeviled the Biden presidency.

Lawmakers instantly began expanding their long-running influence—peddling probe into the
Biden family’ s pursuit of millions of dollars in foreign business deals to questions of whether
there has been a coverup, whether Attorney General Merrick Garland gave false testimony and

whether the case offers a fresh example of what Republicans says is a two—tier system of justice.

”1t’ s deeply concerning that the Biden Administration may be obstructing justice by blocking
efforts to charge Hunter Biden for tax violations, ” House Oversight and Accountability Chairman
James Comer, (R-Ky.), the lead Biden family investigator in the House, told Just the News.
”The House Committee on Oversight and Accountability has been following the Bidens’ tangled

web of complex corporate and financial records.”

”1t’ s clear from our investigation that Hunter and other members of the Biden family engaged
in deceptive, shady business schemes to avoid scrutiny as they made millions from foreign
adversaries like China,” Comer added. “We’ ve been wondering all along where the heck the DOJ
and the IRS have been. Now it appears the Biden Administration may have been working overtime

to prevent the Bidens from facing any consequences.”

A defense attorney for Hunter Biden, accused the IRS whistleblower of violating the law.

“1t is a felony for an I.R.S. agent to improperly disclose information about an ongoing tax
investigation,” attorney Christopher Clark said, according to the New York Times. “The I.R.S.
has incredible power, and abusing that power by targeting, embarrassing or disclosing
information about a private citizen’ s tax matters undermines Americans’ faith in the federal
government. .. Unfortunately, that is what has happened and is happening here in an attempt
to harm my client. It appears this I.R.S. agent has committed a crime, and had denied my client
protections that are his right.”
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Tristan Leavitt, who is representing the whistleblower, said in a Thursday tweet that his
“client has an exemplary record and is making his disclosures to Congress the right way and

for the right reasons.”

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jason Smith (R-Mo.), who has the legal authority
to free the whistleblower from tax privacy laws so he can share his concerns with the public

vowed a swift and vigorous investigation.

“The Committee takes seriously any allegations of misconduct by government officials or
offices and will, on behalf of American taxpayers, look into concerns that are brought to our
attention,” Smith said. “It is our responsibility to ensure the tax code is applied fairly
and appropriately to all Americans ? whether through the oversight efforts this Committee

initiates or the need for oversight that is brought to our attention.”

Across the Capitol, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) said the allegations of political meddling in
the tax case need to be viewed in concert with efforts by the Treasury Department to keep
lawmakers from seeing suspicious activity reports filed for years by banks concerned by the
Biden family’ s overseas financial transactions. Treasury recently relented and let House

lawmakers view those reports

“Why is the Department of the Treasury hiding the suspicious activity reports on the Biden
family from the American people?” Cruz tweeted after spending most of his weekly podcast

exploring the issue.

The IRS whistleblower, whose name has not been made public, specifically alleges two Biden
DOJ political appointees have blocked career officials from bringing criminal tax charges and
that the behavior behind closed doors calls into question Garland’ s testimony to the Senate
that prosecutors have full authority to bring charges and that no political interference has

been allowed.

According to a letter from the whistleblower’ s attorney Mark Lytle to Congress obtained by
Just the News, the IRS agent revealed he is seeking to provide detailed disclosures about a
high-profile, sensitive case to the tax—writing committees in Congress, which have special
authority under federal tax privacy laws to receive such information. That could pave the way

to share the details with other committees in coming weeks.

The letter does not state that the whistleblower disclosures are related to Hunter Biden.
However, Just the News has independently confirmed the agent’ s allegations involve the Hunter
Biden probe being led by Delaware U.S. Attorney David Weiss, a Trump holdover, according to

multiple interviews with people directly familiar with the matter.

In a letter Wednesday to Republicans and Democrats overseeing multiple oversight committees
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in Congress, Lytle wrote: “The protected disclosures: (1) contradict sworn testimony to
Congress by a senior political appointee, (2) involve failure to mitigate clear conflicts of
interest in the ultimate disposition of the case, and (3) detail examples of preferential
treatment and politics improperly infecting decisions and protocols that would normally be
followed by career law enforcement professionals in similar circumstances if the subject were

not politically connected.”
You can read the full letter here:

https://justthenews. com/sites/default/files/2023-04/Letter%20to%20Congress. pdf

File

Letter to Congress. pdf

Hunter Biden has acknowledged since December 2020 that he has been under criminal
investigation for tax matters, and his representative disclosed last year he paid overdue tax
bills totaling $2 million. He has expressed confidence he will be cleared of criminal

wrongdoing.

The IRS agent has a sterling record investigating tax crimes across the globe, including
work on high—profile Swiss Bank prosecutions, and has won several merit awards. His emergence
now in such a politically charged case is certain to inflame a debate over unequal justice
in Washington. The whistleblower originally approached the IRS’ internal watchdog and Congress
late last year with the help of prominent Democrat lawyer Mark Zaid, who previously represented
clients whose allegations about a call with the Ukrainian president led to Donald Trump’ s first

impeachment in 2019.

The agent subsequently hired Lytle, a former federal prosecutor with significant experience
in prosecuting complex tax matters with the Justice Department’s Tax Division. Lytle also
represented former Twitter head of Trust and Safety Yoel Roth in his recent congressional
testimony and is currently defending a former FBI supervisor named Timothy Thibault who has
been accused of pro—Biden political bias in anonymous whistleblower disclosures to the offices

of Sens. Chuck Grassley and Ron Johnson, and House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jim Jordan.

Lytle told lawmakers in his letter that the IRS agent has also disclosed his concerns to
both the Treasury Department Inspector General for Tax Administration and Justice Department
Inspector General Michael Horowitz, the same watchdog who unmasked FBI abuses during the Russia

collusion case

People directly familiar with the case have described the disclosures to Just the News as
focused primarily on improper politicization of the case at the Justice Department and FBI
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headquarters rather than at the IRS or Treasury Department.

Specifically, the agent has provided evidence that at least two Biden DOJ political appointees
in U.S. attorneys’ offices have declined to seek a tax indictment against Hunter Biden despite
career investigators’ recommendations to do so and the blessing of career prosecutors in the

DOJ tax division.

He also alleges that Weiss told agents on the case that the Delaware U.S. Attorney asked
to be named a special counsel to have more independent authority in the probe but was turned

down, according to interviews.

The agent also alleged that specific DOJ employees placed strictures on questions, witnesses
and tactics investigators may be allowed to pursue that could impact President Biden, according

to the interviews.

The sources said the agent’s decision to blow the whistle was prompted by sworn testimony
from Garland that Delaware U. S. Attorney Weiss had full authority, free frompolitical pressure,

to pursue a case against Hunter Biden in any part of the country, according to interviews.

In an interview with Just the News, Lytle said he could not yet identify the specific case
his client had raised concerns about or the specific political appointees whose actions or
testimony raised concerns because of tax confidentiality laws. But he confirmed that one senior

DOJ official’ s recent testimony played a role in the agent coming forward to blow the whistle.

”1 can say that he’ s been working diligently on a high-profile case,” the lawyer said during
an interview on the John Solomon Reports podcast, explaining that his client “was concerned
about some statements by a senior political appointee from the Department of Justice that

contradicted what he knew to be the facts of the case.”

Lytle said his client is a career law enforcement official who hasn’t made any political
donations and doesn’ t even use social media. “"He is just a guy who likes his job as a law
enforcement officer, as an investigator, and he takes it seriously, and he’ s dedicated,” he
said. “And when he sees something that is not routine and doesn’t follow the rules, or ..

something maybe is affected by politics ? that’s what made him come forward.”

The agent wants both Democrats and Republicans to hear his account and be able to question

him, Lytle said.

“"He’ s insisted that when he comes forward, this is not to talk to just one party or the other
party,” the lawyer said. “He wants to make sure that when he tells his story, both sides are
there, so that he can present it, and they can sort it out. He doesn’ t want to be accused of
picking a side, even if that might happen anyway. But he has information, it’ s credible, and
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”

it’ s supported by emails and documents

Lytle added that if his client is cleared to talk to Congress he also will be able to identify

contemporaneous witnesses to corroborate his claims of political interference.

”1 believe he’ 11 be able to talk about these meetings that he attended, that were with both
agents and prosecutors,” he explained, “and how he summarized those meetings and put it in
writing and distributed those to folks within the IRS and sometimes to other agents as well.
And so those are all in writing, contemporaneous. And then there’ s emails too, so those are

important documents that will ... I think, end up corroborating his credibility.”

One of the issues key to the whistleblower’ s concerns involves which U.S. attorney s office
has the authority to bring criminal tax charges and where. The whistleblower alleged that
Trump—appointed U. S. Attorney David Weiss could not legally bring charges in Delaware. Because
of where Hunter Biden lived at the time his tax returns were filed, Weiss needed the permission
of Biden—appointed U.S. attorneys in other districts to bring charges outside of Delaware.
The agent alleges two such U.S. attorneys appointed by Biden declined his requests, according

to interviews.

In testimony as recently as last month, Garland told ITowa GOP Sen. Chuck Grassley that Weiss
had full authority to bring charges in any district he needed. “If it’s in another district,
he would have to bring the case in another district,” Garland said. “But as I said, I promise
to ensure that he’s able to carry out his investigation and that he’ d be able to run it. And

if he needs to bring it in another jurisdiction, he will have full authority to do that.”

The IG has obtained contemporaneous government emails and memos in DOJ files documenting
to IRS leadership what the agent believed was evidence of political interference and biased
behavior by DOJ employees. The agent is willing to make the same evidence available to Congress,

according to Lytle’ s letter.

David Weiss, the Justice Department and Hunter Biden’ s attorney Chris Clark have not responded

for comment.
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Hunter Biden Probe Is Being Mishandled, IRS Supervisor Says

In letter to lawmakers, Iawyer says his client has information regarding ‘investigation

of a high-profile, controversial subject’
By Aruna Viswanatha, Sadie Gurman and C. Ryan Barber

Updated April 19, 2023 5:23 pm ET

WASHINGTON?An IRS supervisor has told lawmakers he has information that suggests the Biden
administration is improperly handling the criminal investigation into President Biden’ s son,
Hunter Biden, and is seeking whistleblower protections, according to people familiar with the

matter.

A letter sent to Congress on Wednesday says a career Internal Revenue Service criminal
supervisory special agent has information that would contradict sworn testimony by a “senior
political appointee.” The supervisor also has information about a “failure to mitigate clear

conflicts of interest in the ultimate disposition of the case,” according to the letter.
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Ex—CIA chief spills on how he got spies to write false Hunter Biden laptop letter to ‘help
Biden’

By Miranda Devine

April 20, 2023 | 6:45pm

Joe Biden’ s presidential campaign prompted former acting CIA Director Mike Morell to “help
Biden” by organizing 50 colleagues to sign a letter in October 2020 falsely claiming that

damning emails from Hunter Biden’ s laptop published by The Post were Russian disinformation.

In private sworn testimony, Morell told the House Judiciary Committee that Antony Blinken,
now secretary of state, was the senior campaign official who reached out to him “on or before”
Oct. 17, 2020, three days after The Post published an email from the laptop suggesting Hunter

had introduced his Ukrainian business partner to his father, then—Vice President Biden.

Morell, identified as a potential CIA director under Biden, said he organized the letter

to “help Vice President Biden -+ because I wanted him to win the election.”

Until Blinken’ s call, Morell told House investigators, he had no intention of writing any

statement exonerating Biden.
But he agreed that the conversation with Blinken “triggered :-- that intent” in him.

At 10:53 p.m. the night of the call, Blinken emailed Morell a USA Today article claiming

that the FBI was examining whether Hunter’ s laptop was part of a “disinformation campaign.”

At the bottom of Blinken’ s email was the signature block of Andrew Bates, then—director

of rapid response for the Biden campaign.

Morell said he ??did “a little bit of my own research,” then reached out to retired CIA
senior operations officer Marc Polymeropoulos for assistance in compiling the letter

discrediting The Post’ s reporting.

Over the next two days, Morell gathered signatures from 51 former intelligence officials

including himself and four other former CIA directors, including John Brennan and Leon Panetta.
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Morell testified that he sent an email telling Nick Shapiro, former deputy chief of staff
to Brennan, that the Biden campaign wanted the statement to go to a particular reporter at

the Washington Post and that he should send the statement to the campaign as well.

Morell did not recall why he told Shapiro the campaign wanted the statement to go to this

reporter first and admitted that he may have spoken to the campaign on another occasion.

In the end, Shapiro took the letter to Politico, which published it on Oct. 19 under the

headline: “Hunter Biden story is Russian disinfo, dozens of former officials say.”

The letter alleged that the New York Post story “has all the classic earmarks of a Russian

information operation.”

The letter was used by candidate Joe Biden during the Oct. 22 debate against President Donald
Trump to deflect accusations about his involvement in his family s international
influence-peddling operation, which had garnered millions of dollars from China and Ukraine

while he was vice president.
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Federal prosecutors have considered four possible charges against Hunter Biden

Possible charges are two misdemeanor counts for failure to file taxes, a single felony count

of tax evasion and a felony count related to a gun purchase

April 21, 2023, 7:36 AM JST

By Sarah Fitzpatrick, Tom Winter, Ken Dilanian and Michael Kosnar

Federal prosecutors have considered charging Hunter Biden with three tax crimes and a charge

related to a gun purchase, said two sources familiar with the matter.

The possible charges are two misdemeanor counts for failure to file taxes, a single felony
count of tax evasion related to a business expense for one year of taxes, and the gun charge

also a potential felony.

Two senior law enforcement sources told NBC News about “growing frustration” inside the FBI
because investigators finished the bulk of their work on the case about a year ago. A senior

law enforcement source said the IRS finished its investigation more than a year ago.

Attorney for whistleblower in Hunter Biden investigation speaks out
APRIL 21, 202302:51

The Washington Post previously reported that federal investigators believed they had gathered
enough evidence to charge Hunter Biden with tax crimes and a false statement related to a gun

purchase.

The decision on which charges to file, if any, will be made by U.S. Attorney David Weiss
who was appointed by President Donald Trump and retained by the Biden administration to continue
the Hunter Biden investigation. There are no indications a final decision has been made, said

the two sources familiar with the matter.

The IRS Criminal Investigation division, the Justice Department, the Office of the U.S.

Attorney for the District of Delaware and attorneys for Hunter Biden declined to comment

The federal investigation of Hunter Biden began in 2018. It has narrowed from an inquiry

into his international business relationships, including any possible national security
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implications, to an examination of the income he earned from those ventures and a false statement

he’ s alleged to have made during the gun purchase, the sources said.

In 2018, during a period when he has admitted using cocaine, Hunter Biden purchased a firearm,
which required him to fill out a form that included a question about whether he was addicted

to or abusing any unlawful substance.
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—raid-on—donald—trumps—mar—a—lago—residence
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Report: Joe Biden’ s White House Involved in Raid on Donald Trump’ s Mar—a-Lago Residence

10, 702

WASHINGTON, DC — MAY 16: U.S. President Joe Biden (L) and Attorney General Merrick Garland
walk into the East Room for the Public Safety Officer Medals of Valor ceremony at the White
House on May 16, 2022 in Washington, DC. The medals are given for “extraordinary valor above

and beyond ‘--Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images
WENDELL HUSEBO10 Apr 20236, 179
4:12

President Joe Biden’ s administration was involved in the raid of former President Donald
Trump’ s Mar—a—Lago residence through a “special access request,” according to documents

obtained from the National Archives by America First Legal.

On August 8, 2022, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) raided Mar—a—Lago on the grounds
of retrieving alleged classified documents. According to the establishment media, Biden
administration officials were “stunned” to hear of the unprecedented action. The Archives

also claimed that it had “not been involved in the DOJ investigation.”

But documents show the FBI obtained access to the records through a “special access request”
from the Biden White House on behalf of the DOJ, contradicting what the Archives told Congress,

America First Legal revealed Monday:

Notably, despite the Archives’ «claim that it had “not been involved in the DOJ
investigation,” the documents show that the Archives’ official responsible for administering
all access requests for Presidential records, John Laster, was involved in preparing the 15

boxes for FBI review as late as August 23, 2022:
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On October 25, 2022, Acting Archivist Wall wrote to then—Ranking Members James Comer and
Jim Jordan, claiming “NARA received the 15 boxes from President Trump on January 18, 2022,
and then discovered that they contained classified national security information. Shortly after
the discovery, NARA consulted with its Office of Inspector General (0IG), which operates
independently of NARA. As DOJ has disclosed publicly in court filings, NARA’ s OIG subsequently
referred the matter to DOJ on February 9, 2022.7

If the OIG acted independently in making a referral to the FBI, then Mr. Laster would not
have involved himself in the FBI’ s review of the 15 boxes in his capacity as the Director
of the White House Liaison Division “responsible for all access requests for Presidential
records.” Similarly, the FBI affidavit before the U.S. District Court for the Southern District
of Florida that provided the probable cause for the issuance of a search warrant against
Mar—-a-Lago on August 8, 2022, stated, “[on February 9, 2022] the Special Agent in Charge of
NARA’ s Office of the Inspector General sent the NARA Referral via email to DOJ.” However,
the evidence is that the Biden White House and the Department of Justice coordinated to obtain
the Trump records, and perhaps create a pretext for a law enforcement raid, by way of a “special

»
access request.

“The special access statute authorizes special access requests to an incumbent president
only when the records in question are needed for ‘the conduct of current business’ of the
White House,” America First Legal explained. “Providing documents to the DOJ for purposes

of a criminal investigation is not the ‘current business’ of the White House.”

Reed D. Rubinstein, senior counselor and director of oversight and investigations, released

a statement ripping the White House’ s reported role in the FBI raid of Trump’ s home.

“The evidence further suggests that Biden officials in the Executive Office of the President
and the Department of Justice unlawfully abused their power and then lied about it to the
American people,” he said. “This government, it seems, acknowledges no limits on its power

to harass, intimidate, and silence its political opponents.”

America First Legal has vowed to keep investigating the developing scandal.
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(LR
PRINCIPLE 16 CONSENSUAL SEXUAL CONDUCT

Consensual sexual conduct, irrespective of the type of sexual activity, the sex/gender,
sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression of the people involved or their marital

status, may not be criminalized in any circumstances.

Consensual same—sex, as well as consensual different—-sex sexual relations, or consensual
sexual relations with or between trans, non—binary and other genderdiverse people, or outside

marriage 7 whether pre—marital or extramarital ? may, therefore, never be criminalized.

With respect to the enforcement of criminal law, any prescribed minimum age of consent to
sex must be applied in a non—discriminatory manner. Enforcement may not be linked to the
sex/gender of participants or age of consent to marriage.
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Moreover, sexual conduct involving persons below the domestically prescribed minimum age
of consent to sex may be consensual in fact, if not in law. In this context, the enforcement
of criminal law should reflect the rights and capacity of persons under 18 years of age to
make decisions about engaging in consensual sexual conduct and their right to be heard in matters
concerning them. Pursuant to their evolving capacities and progressive autonomy, persons under
18 years of age should participate in decisions affecting them, with due regard to their age

maturity and best interests, and with specific attention to non—discrimination guarantees

(%)

PRINCIPLE 18 SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND GENDER EXPRESSION

No one may be held criminally liable for conduct or status based on their gender identity
or gender expression. This includes gender identities and forms of gender expression that are
perceived not to conform to societal expectations or norms relating to gender roles, the sex

assigned to a person at birth or a male—female binary, among others.

No one may be held criminally liable for consensual practices aiming to assist others with
the exploration, free development and/or affirmation of sexual orientation or gender identity,
unless there was force, coercion, fraud or medical negligence, or a lack of free and informed
decision—making on the part of the person concerned.Practices aiming to change or suppress
a person’ s sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression carried out without the
concerned person’ s free and informed consent and decision—making, including through force

coercion or abuse of authority, may be addressed through other provisions in the criminal law.

(%)

PRINCIPLE 20 DRUG USE AND POSSESSION, PURCHASE, OR CULTIVATION OF DRUGS FOR PERSONAL USE
Criminal law may not proscribe:

a) drug use or the possession, purchase or cultivation of drugs for personal use, including

by anyone under the age of 18 or while pregnant;

b) possession or distribution of equipment, goods and information relating to personal drug

use or regarding health services for people who use drugs;

c) activities or services carried out as part of quality—assured, scientifically-sound and
medically appropriate efforts to prevent or reduce the harms associated with drug use, including

the distribution of safer drug use kits, sterile needles and syringes, naloxone, and the
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provision and supervision of safe consumption sites; ord) seeking, receiving or imparting
information about health services for people who use drugs, including about equipment, goods,

facilities or information intended to prevent or reduce the harms associated with drug use.
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Exclusive: Trump s former White House ethics lawyer told Cassidy Hutchinson to give

misleading testimony to January 6 committee, sources say
Katelyn Polantz Pamela Brown Jamie Gangel Jeremy Herb
By Katelyn Polantz, Pamela Brown, Jamie Gangel and Jeremy Herb, CNN

Updated 7:31 AM EST, Wed December 21, 2022

The January 6 committee made a startling allegation on Monday, claiming it had evidence that
a Trump—backed attorney urged a key witness to mislead the committee about details they

recalled.

Though the committee declined to identify the people, CNN has learned that Stefan Passantino,
the top ethics attorney in the Trump White House, is the lawyer who allegedly advised his
then—client, former White House aide Cassidy Hutchinson, to tell the committee that she did

not recall details that she did, sources familiar with the committee’ s work tell CNN.

Trump’ s Save America political action committee funded Passantino and his law firm Elections
LLC, including paying for his representation of Hutchinson, other sources tell CNN. The

committee report notes the lawyer did not tell his client who was paying for the legal services.

Over the summer, Hutchinson emerged as a blockbuster witness for the committee, providing
key insight into Trump’ s state of mind and his actions leading up to the January 6 attack
on the US Capitol. Before her public testimony, Hutchinson dropped Passantino and got a new

lawyer.

Cassidy Hutchinson, who was an aide to former White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows,
testifies during a hearing of the House Select Committee investigating the January 6 Attack

on June 28, 2022.

Cassidy Hutchinson, who was an aide to former White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows,
testifies during a hearing of the House Select Committee investigating the January 6 Attack

on June 28, 2022.
Andrew Harnik/Reuters

When asked about pressure on Hutchinson after Monday’ s hearing, committee member Rep. Zoe

Lofgren, told CNN: “She was advised to say that she didn’ t recall something when she did.
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So that’ s pretty serious stuff.”

The episode is just one of several instances in which the committee has accused members of

Trump’ s orbit of trying to obstruct the panel’ s investigation.
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EXCLUSIVE: Former Cassidy Hutchinson Attorney Sues House Of Representatives Over J6 Smears
BY: TRISTAN JUSTICE

APRIL 11, 2023

Stefan Passantino, who represented Cassidy Hutchinson amid the Jan. 6 Committee proceedings,

filed a $67 million claim.

Stefan Passantino, a Washington D. C. attorney who represented former White House aide Cassidy
Hutchinson before the House Select Committee on Jan. 6, is suing the lower chamber for lawmakers’

political assassination of Passantino’ s legal career.

On Monday, Passantino filed a Federal Tort Claims Act Complaint against the January 6th
Committee over the panel’ s abuse of power undermining legal ethics to pursue a political
narrative. Hutchinson, according to the complaint, was co—opted by members of the Select
Committee to circumvent Passantino and orchestrate a defamatory operation against the longtime

D.C. attorney as a vehicle of witness intimidation amid proceedings

Hutchinson became the Jan. 6 Committee’ s star witness last summer after the former assistant
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to Trump Chief of Staff Mark Meadows offered bombshell testimony over White House events as
the Capitol riot unfolded. At one of the committee’ s several televised hearings, Hutchinson
claimed former President Donald Trump tried to violently hijack the presidential limousine
to drive himself to the riot down Pennsylvania Avenue. The testimony, which relied entirely
on third-party conversations, was immediately contradicted when her sources went on the record
to refute her claims. A whole series of claims by Hutchinson in her more than two—hour appearance

were contradicted days later.
Hutchinson had a change in legal representation days before her public testimony.

Passantino, who served as White House deputy counsel in the first two years of the Trump
administration, was Hutchinson’ s lawyer up until the former White House staffer took the
national spotlight at her televised hearing. Hutchinson was connected with Passantino after
she turned to Trump’ s political action committee, the Save America PAC, to finance legal

representation upon her first subpoena from the House probe.

Hutchinson sat for three deposition interviews with the committee before the public
appearance. According to the complaint, Hutchinson had begun to coordinate with members of

the Jan. 6 Committee without Passantino’ s knowledge after the second interview.

“The Committee, through a backchannel directly to Mr. Passantino’ s client, in total
disregard for the attorney—client relationship,” the complaint reads, “convinced Mr.
Passantino’ s client to sit for additional interviews and give incredible testimony that could

then be peddled by national news media friendly to the Committee to damage Mr. Passantino.”

Several months later, CNN reported that Passantino pressured Hutchinson to slant her

testimony favorably to Trump.

“Cassidy Hutchinson told the January 6 committee she felt pressure from Trump allies not

to talk and instead risk ‘contempt,’” the network headline reads

The story relies on transcripts of Hutchinson’ s follow-up interviews with the Jan. 6

Committee in September selectively leaked to smear Passantino.

“Passantino repeatedly urged her to downplay her role in the White House and to say she
did not recall events,” CNN reported. “She said that Passantino and other Trump associates
dangled job offers around the time of her first two depositions with the committee, while her

»»

lawyer and others told her to remain loyal to Trump she would be ‘taken care of.

Passantino was blindsided by the testimony, according to the complaint filed against the
House of Representatives on Monday seeking $67 million in damages. Days after CNN' s story
dropped, Passantino, who has since been in private practice after leaving the Trump
administration in 2018, was forced to take a leave of absence from his private law firm. Major

legal groups have also begun calling for Passantino’ s disbarment

While the Jan. 6 Committee depicted Passantino as a pro—Trump sycophant, Passantino is on
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record in the New York Times condemning the Republican campaign’ s lawsuits against Dominion

voting machines.

Passantino’ s complaint alleges the Jan. 6 Committee violated due process by co—opting his
client against him and ultimately derailing a tenured legal career for political purposes
Passantino also denies any legal advice provided to Hutchinson could constitute alleged

intimidation.

“Ms. Hutchinson never told Passantino that she wanted a ‘non-Trump’ lawyer or that she
had any sensitivity about Mr. Passantino’ s previous work in the Trump White House,” reads
the complaint. “She did not express reservations to Mr. Passantino about him being paid by

a Trump-related PAC; instead, she had solicited that funding herself.”

The Jan. 6 Committee never called Passantino in for an interview before the panel published
Hutchinson’ s transcripts in December naming him as a Trump attorney who allegedly engaged
in witness intimidation. Lawmakers, however, ran with the allegation to bolster the credibility
of their debunked star witness over the course of the panel’ s criminal investigation conducted

in violation of House rules
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Judge orders Hunter Biden to appear in court for baby mama paternity case
By Snejana Farberov

April 25, 2023 7:44am Updated

Hunter Biden must attend all court hearings related to his ongoing Arkansas paternity case

a judge has ruled

“From now on -+ I want both of your clients at every hearing I conduct,” Independence County
Circuit Judge Holly Meyer told attorneys representing Hunter Biden and Lunden Roberts, the

mom of his 4-year—old unacknowledged daughter, Navy.

Meyer lashed out at the attorneys on a Zoom call Monday, complaining that litigation was

taking too long.

“I will no longer allow us to excuse clients,” she warned, according to the Arkansas

Democrat—Gazette.

Hunter, 53, will be required to be present during the next in—person hearing scheduled at

9 a.m. May 1.

188
©Wild Investors Inc. http://www.wildinvestors.com/ DEEP INSIDE” 2023 &£ 5 A



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html
http://www.wildinvestors.com/

The judge issued the ruling after Brent Langdon, Hunter Biden’ s attorney in the paternity
suit, told her that a laptop associated with his client ? and possibly containing income tax

records ? was still in a repair shop.

A back—-and-forth followed between Meyer and Langdon, with the judge pressing the attorney

to say whether the laptop belonged to his client.

Langdon sought to distance himself from “all that stuff” concerning the infamous laptop,

adding that he was “not in a position to even begin to answer that question.”

The exchange came after Langdon filed a motion seeking a restraining order against Garret
Ziegler, a former adviser to President Donald Trump and founder of the nonprofit Marco Polo,

whom Roberts has enlisted as an expert witness on the contents of Hunter’ s laptop.

Ziegler, a Biden nemesis, last year produced a 644-page analysis of the laptop.
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While Silicon Valley Bank collapsed, top executive pushed ‘woke’ programs
By Katherine Donlevy

March 11, 2023 8:24pm Updated

A head of risk management at Silicon Valley Bank spent considerable time spearheading multiple
“woke” LGBTQ+ programs, including a “safe space” for coming—out stories, as the firm raced

toward collapse.

Jay Ersapah, the boss of financial risk management at SVB’ s UK branch, launched initiatives
such as the company’ s first month-long Pride campaign and a new blog emphasizing mental health

awareness for LGBTQ+ youth.

“The phrase ‘You can’ t be what you can’ t see’ resonates with me,’ 7 Ersapah was quoted

as saying on the company website.

“As a queer person of color and a first—generation immigrant from a working—class background,

there were not many role models for me to ‘see’ growing up.”

Her efforts as the company’ s European LGBTQIA+ Employee Resource Group co—chair earned her
a spot on SVB’ s “outstanding LGBT+ Role Model Lists 2022,” a list shared in a company post
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just four months before the bank was shut down by federal authorities over liquidity fears

In addition to instituting SVB’ s first “safe space catch-up” ? which encouraged employees
to share their coming-out stories ? and serving on LGBTQ+ panels around the world, Ersapah
spent time over the last year serving as a director for diversity role models and volunteering

as a mentor for migrant leaders

“I feel privileged to co—chair the LGBTQ+ ERG and help spread awareness of lived queer
experiences, partner with charitable organizations, and above all, create a sense of community

for our LGBTQ+ employees and allies.”

Ersapah couldn’ t immediately be reached for comment
(%)

On Saturday, Home Depot co—founder Bernie Marcus insinuated that “woke” policies like the

ones launched by Ersapah could have led to SVB’ s dramatic failure.

“I feel bad for all of these people that lost all their money in this woke bank. You know,
it was more distressing to hear that the bank officials sold off their stock before this happened.

It’ s depressing to me,” he told Fox News’ Neil Cavuto.

“Who knows whether the Justice Department would go after them? They re a woke company,

so I guess not. And they’ 11 probably get away with it.”

The businessman blamed the Biden administration for pushing companies and banks to consider

global warming over shareholder returns, resulting in catastrophic economic pitfalls.

“These banks are badly run because everybody is focused on diversity and all of the woke
issues and not concentrating on the one thing they should, which is, shareholder returns,”

Marcus said.

“Instead of protecting the shareholders and their employees, they are more concerned about

the social policies. And I think it’ s probably a badly run bank.

“They’ ve been there for a lot of years. It’ s pathetic that so many people lost money that
won’ t get it back.”
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Obama official, Hillary donors, improv actor: Meet SVB’ s board of directors
By Joshua Rhett Miller

March 14, 2023 10:24am Updated

One is a Hillary Clinton mega—donor who went to a Shinto shrine to pray after Donald Trump
won the White House. Another worked for President Barack Obama before her own political career
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spectacularly failed. A third is a prolific contributor to Democrats, including Nancy Pelosi ?

who owns a Napa Valley vineyard just 15 minutes from the former House speaker’ s.
There’ s even an improv performer.

The 12 directors who were supposed to oversee fallen Silicon Valley Bank ? and prevent the
catastrophic errors that threw the entire banking system into jeopardy on Friday ? might not

be household names
But they are facing a series of investigations into their collective role in its collapse

A Post examination of the board reveals it did not jibe with Silicon Valley s young image:

Only one independent director is under 60, while the oldest is 78.

SVB touted its diversity, though, noting in its 2022 proxy statement that 45% of its board
are women, in addition to “other diversity” like “one black” member, “one LGQBT+” and

“two veterans.’

SVB Financial Group, the bank’ s parent company, appointed Tom King, former CEO of investment
banking at Barclays, to its board in September as it touted $214 billion in assets and more
than 7, 700 employees worldwide. The group is now composed of seven men and five women, or 41%

female.

The group’ s lack of banking expertise is likely to be a focus for investigators. Just one

current member has had a career at the top of the investment banking world.

What is clear is that the bank, and much of the board, burnished their Democratic credentials

as part of their strategy.

They donated to Obama, Clinton and President Biden, and to local Democratic congressional
reps including Pelosi ? as well as political action committees for Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY) and Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.), a longtime member of the powerful Senate Banking

Committee.
Such contributions went hand in hand with the bank’ s business model.

“Everyone knew it was the go—to bank for woke CEOs,” one source told the New York Post
“They knew they were aligned politically. The companies SVB loaned money to all had a woke

agenda. ”
Here’ s a who’ s who of the failed SVB board:
‘I prayed at a Shinto shrine after Hillary lost’

Director Kate Mitchell, 64, is aHillary Clinton mega—donor who was so upset by Donald Trump’ s

2016 victory that she went to a shrine in Kyoto that Thanksgiving.

“I prayed for me and us to get beyond our grieving and shock and to figure out how to engage
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and listen to what happened and come back together,” Mitchell told CNBC.
The prayers came after she had donated $50, 000 to the Hillary victory fund.

Prior to the election, Mitchell celebrated how 97% of technology company employees’

donations were going to Clinton.

“Ninety-seven percent support of Clinton is mind-blowing and really suggests that we’ re
pounding the table,” Mitchell told NBC News. “We think her business policies are going to

i

be friendlier.’

Mitchell was a prolific donor in 2016, but much less generous in 2020, donating only $593. 33

each to Democratic parties in Minnesota, Nevada and Pennsylvania.

A veteran venture capitalist who co—founded Scale Venture Partners, Mitchell has been on

the SVB board since 2010.

She’ s been an outspoken advocate for venture capital, chairing the National Venture Capital

Association and traveling frequently to Washington, DC, to lobby for Silicon Valley.

She also takes credit for co—authoring legislation on initial public offerings in 2012 that

made it easier for start—ups to get publicly traded.

The San Francisco resident also prides herself on championing diversity, co—founding
VentureForward, which focuses on “advancing opportunities for women and underrepresented

minorities in the venture ecosystem.”

And despite the largest failure of corporate governance at a bank since the 2008 financial

crisis, Mitchell advises the Rock Center for Corporate Governance at Stanford Law School

Learned how to be a boss from doing improv

Board member Elizabeth “Busy” Burr splits executive success ? she’ s now the interim CEO

of RiteAid after Heyward Donigan exited in January ? with a rare hobby: improvisational theater.
The 61-year—old credits being in an improv troupe for taking her to the top.

“I’ ve learned a lot from doing improv and it’ s influenced how I think about leadership,”
she told Authority Magazine in February 2021 before joining SVB’ s board months later in

November.

Her woke credentials are not in doubt. In the same interview, she detailed how she saw her

role as director as being about forcing companies to embrace diversity.

“It’ s not enough to just report the numbers, instead, we need to demand a deep look at
company culture ? what are the informal networks and behaviors that support the status quo,”

Burr said. “Discuss this at the board level and hold management teams accountable for real
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change.”

Winemaker who toasts neighbor Nancy Pelosi
Garen K. Staglin, who was elected to SVB’ s board in 2012, is another serial Democratic donor.

He owns the Staglin Family Vineyard, a 6l-acre certified organic property in bucolic Napa

County. The 2019 Cabernet Sauvignon retails above $300.

The 78-year-old and his wife, Shari, bought the estate in Rutherford in 1985, putting them
in elevated company: Less than 15 minutes away is the Napa Valley estate owned by Democratic

Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi and her husband, Paul.

Staglin has donated to Pelosi, but reserved his biggest donations for national figures.

He gave the Biden Victory Fund $10, 000 in 2020, sent $54, 000 to Clinton’ s Hillary Victory
Fund in 2016 (on top of $25, 000 the previous year), backed Obama with $35, 800 in 2011 and gave
the Democratic National Committee $10,000 last year.

Obama official caught in race row
The most politically connected independent director is Mary J. Miller.

The 67-year—-old was Obama’ s under secretary for domestic finance at the Treasury Department

from March 2012 to September 2014.

In her role, she implemented the Dodd-Frank financial reform legislation that set the
regulatory framework in which SVB operates ? meaning she would have expert insight into the

thinking of regulators dealing with the now—shuttered bank.
But her own attempt at a political career ended in disaster in 2020.

A longtime Baltimore resident, Miller ran to become the Charm City’ s mayor in 2020, but

finished third in the Democratic primary after an extraordinary race row.

Apolitical action committee working on Miller’ s behalf sent an explosive email to potential
donors saying her campaign strategy was to target white voters ? which would leave the two
African American candidates to split the city’ s majority black vote and clear her a path to

victory, local station WBFF reported.

Confronted with the email two months before the primary, Miller insisted that the PAC ?

Citizens for Ethical Progressive Leadership ? had nothing to do with her, saying in a mea culpa:

>

“This is not who I am.’
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It did not help: Miller limped in with just 15.6% of the vote among Democrats.

The only real banker on board

Tom King, 63, SVB’ s newest director, is the only board member with a career at the pinnacle

of the banking world.

He spent 35 years in investment banking, much of it at Citigroup before joining Barclays

in 2013.

While at Barclays, King was the CEO of investment banking. But he retired amid claims that
he was quitting because he did not want to be subject to UK laws making senior bankers legally

directly responsible for their unit’ s mistakes, Bloomberg reported.
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Tucker Carlson departs Fox News, pushed out by Rupert Murdoch

205
©Wild Investors Inc. http://www.wildinvestors.com/ DEEP INSIDE” 2023 &£ 5 A



http://www.wildinvestors.com/index.html
http://www.wildinvestors.com/

BY STEPHEN BATTAGLIOSTAFF WRITER

APRIL 24, 2023 UPDATED 8:20 PM PT

Tucker Carlson, the provocative, conservative prime—time host who sustained Fox News as a

ratings juggernaut, has been forced out of the network.

Fox News announced the stunning departure of its top—rated host Monday with no explanation,
but people familiar with the situation who were not authorized to comment publicly said the
decision to fire Carlson came straight from Fox Corp. Chairman Rupert Murdoch with input from

board members and other Fox Corp. executives

According to one person familiar with the discussions, Murdoch’ s son Lachlan, executive
chairman of Fox Corp., and Suzanne Scott, chief executive of Fox News Media, decided late Friday

that Carlson had to go.

Carlson’ s last show was Friday.

“Fox News Media and Tucker Carlson have agreed to part ways,” the network said in a statement.

“We thank him for his service to the network as a host and prior to that as a contributor.”
A Fox News representative had no other details on Carlson’ s exit and declined to comment

Rupert Murdoch elevated Carlson from contributor to daily host in 2016. Carlson moved into
prime time in 2017 after the ouster of Bill O’ Reilly, the successful longtime host who left

amid sexual harassment allegations

Carlson’ s exit is related to the discrimination lawsuit filed by Abby Grossberg, a producer
fired by the network last month, the sources said. Carlson’ s senior executive producer, Justin

Wells, has also been terminated, according to insiders.

Grossberg was moved off “Sunday Morning Futures With Maria Bartiromo” and onto “Tucker
Carlson Tonight,” where she alleged she was bullied and subjected to antisemitic comments,

according to a lawsuit in New York.

In deposition testimony, the former Fox News producer also said she was coerced by company
lawyers to give misleading answers in the Dominion Voting Systems defamation case against the
network. Fox News denied the claim and said she was terminated for disclosing privileged company

information.

In a statement, attorneys for Grossberg suggested her suit was a key factor in Carlson’ s
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exit.

“Tucker Carlson’ s departure from Fox News is, in part, an admission of the systemic lying,
bullying and conspiracy-mongering claimed by our client, former top producer Abby Grossberg,”
said Tanvir Rahman, one of Grossberg’ s attorneys. “Mr. Carlson and his subordinates remain
individual defendants in the [Southern District of New York] case, and we look forward to taking

i

their depositions under oath in the very near term.’

Fox News said in a statement will defend itself against what it called Grossberg’ s legal

claims, which the company called “riddled with false allegations.”

Murdoch also was said to be concerned about Carlson’ s coverage of the Jan. 6, 2021,
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. The host has promoted the conspiracy theory that it was
provoked by government agents, and Carlson has called Ray Epps ? an Arizona man who participated
in the storming of the Capitol but did not enter the building ? an FBI plant, without presenting

any evidence.

Epps was interviewed Sunday on “60 Minutes” and said he has been subjected to death threats
as a result of Carlson’ s statements about him. The FBI told “60 Minutes” that Epps has never

worked for the agency.

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Bakersfield) sparked a backlash among Democrats and others
when he granted Carlson exclusive access to thousands of hours of surveillance footage from

the Jan. 6 attack.

Carlson’ s ouster was not part of the $787.5-million settlement Fox News agreed to pay to
Dominion last week, according to a representative for Dominion. Dominion accused Fox of

knowingly making false claims related to the 2020 election.

However, some of the comments that Carlson had made about Fox News management in
communications that turned up in the discovery process for the case may have played a role

in his downfall.

“We devote our lives to building an audience, and they let Chris Wallace and Leland f? Vittert
wreck it,” Carlson texted in a group conversation with fellow hosts Laura Ingraham and Sean

Hannity after the 2020 election.

Vittert was a Fox News reporter who was frequently criticized by Trump and now works at
NewsNation. Wallace moderated the first 2020 presidential debate, which was a disaster for

Trump.

Carlson also sent texts critical of Fox News correspondents who fact—checked the election

fraud claims on the network, even though he did not believe them himself.

Carlson was by far the most popular host on Fox News, averaging more than 3 million viewers
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a night.

But he also brought controversy to the network on a regular basis with his right-wing views

on immigration and race, which alienated advertisers

He was strident on illegal immigration across the Southern border, once saying undocumented

people were making the nation “poorer and dirtier and more divided.”

He was particularly critical of the Black Lives Matter movement after the police killing
of George Floyd in 2020. He sowed doubt about the circumstances of Floyd’ s death and said
Derek Chauvin, the Minneapolis police officer convicted of taking his life, was subjected to

a “lynching” by the media.

Starting Monday, Carlson’ s 8 p.m. Eastern time slot will be filled by rotating Fox News

personalities until a new host is named, the company said.

Carlson’ s departure will test the Fox News formula that has enabled the most-watched cable
network to sustain its popularity even when it loses big—name talent. Fox News has remained
a dominant leader, ahead of CNN and MSNBC by a wide margin, despite personnel changes over

the years.
0’ Reilly had the highest ratings of any Fox News personality when he exited

Carlson never reached the same ratings heights after he replaced the star, but he remained
appointment viewing. “The Five,” a roundtable program that airs at 5 p.m. Eastern, now has

the largest audience on cable news, according to Nielsen data.

Carlson, who did not respond to a request for comment, has now been fired by all three cable

news networks, having been pushed out from his previous stints at CNN and MSNBC.

Carlson’ s dismissal comes after one of the most successful career reinventions in TV history.

He first emerged on cable news as a bow—tied, libertarian thinker skilled at turning a phrase.
Throughout his early career, he was liked by colleagues and known for taking direction,

according to people who worked with him at the time.

But he was booted from CNN, where he was co—host of the debate show “Crossfire,” and then
MSNBC, which gave him a prime—time show before it took a sharp turn to progressive political

talk.

Comedian Jon Stewart ridiculed Carlson to his face on CNN, telling him that “Crossfire,”

was “hurting America.” Carlson was told by one network boss that he was too fat.

Bruised by those experiences, Carlson believed Fox News was his last chance at a successful

TV career.
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As Trump changed the rules on political discourse in his 2016 campaign for the White House
Carlson put the populist outrage formula on steroids in his cable news commentary after he

took over for 0’ Reilly.

Carlson tapped into right-wing anger over immigration policy. He promoted the idea that
Democratic immigration policy was about changing “the demographics of the country” ? in other

words replacing white people.

Such remarks made Carlson radioactive to big brand sponsors who abandoned the program.
Commercial breaks on “Tucker Carlson Tonight” were filled with blurbs from MyPillow and

direct—to—consumer advertisers less sensitive to the program’ s content.

Carlson was not always predictable, another reason why viewers were drawn to him. He was
the first Fox News host to take the threat of COVID-19 seriously, even warning Trump about

it in a personal conversation at Mar—a-Lago.

But Carlson eventually used his program to give a regular platform to coronavirus vaccine

skeptics who had a hold on the Make America Great Again crowd.

During a Newsmax interview that aired late Monday, Trump said he was “shocked” by news
of Carlson’ s firing. “He’ s a very good person and a very good man and very talented, as

you know, and he had very high ratings,” Trump said

Carlson was not always a political true believer, however, as evidenced by the texts and

emails gathered in discovery for the Dominion case.

Although Carlson fed his viewers what they wanted to hear, his private texts to colleagues
expressed disdain for Trump in the weeks after the 2020 election when the former president

was spreading lies about voter fraud.

“What he’ s good at is destroying things,” Carlson texted to a producer on Nov. 5, 2020.

“He’ s the undisputed world champion of that. He could easily destroy us if we play it wrong.”

In another text just days before the Jan. 6 riot, Carlson said of Trump: “I hate him
passionately. We’ re all pretending we’ ve got a lot to show for it, because admitting what
a disaster it’ s been is too tough to digest. But come on. There really isn’ t an upside to

i

Trump.’
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TUCKER CARLSON: THE ELITE PEDIGREE OF A BRILLIANT COSPLAYING “POPULIST”
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FEBRUARY 25TH, 2022

ALAN MACLEOD

NEW YORK — Tucker Carlson is the hottest media personality in America. Comfortably the most
watched cable news show, Tucker Carlson Tonight is a ratings bonanza, with even former President
Donald Trump said to be a keen viewer. Part of Carlson’ s appeal is that he presents himself
as a maverick outsider, someone who thinks outside the box and is not afraid to launch tirades
against the powerful and criticize the government and its foreign policy. Certainly, he does
surprise many people, covering subjects other cable news hosts do not touch. However, on closer
inspection, this populist everyman persona is all a facade; Carlson himself has deep connections
to the government and the national security state and works hard to obscure the real centers

of power, channeling popular rage towards safer targets

A BLUE-BLOODED CHIP OFF THE BLOCK

Tucker Swanson McNear Carlson was born into a wealthy California family in 1969. He attended
a number of private preparatory schools in California and New England, including the exclusive
St. George’ s School in Rhode Island, where today attendance costs between $46, 000 and $67, 000
per year. From there, he went on to study history at Trinity College, a private Connecticut

liberal arts institution that charges similar fees

Carlson is a blue-blood through and through. His great-uncle was Arkansas Senator William
Fulbright, while his step—mother, Patricia Swanson, is the heiress to the Swanson Frozen Food
company fortune. In his earlier years, before his character change, Carlson openly described
himself as a trust—fund baby. “I’ m extraordinarily loaded just from money I inherited from

a number of trust funds,” he said in 2008.

His father, Richard “Dick” Carlson is an important journalist and high state official who
was appointed by Ronald Reagan as director of the U.S. Information Agency (USIA), the body
that oversees government—funded media, including Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Radio and
TV Marti and Voice of America, of which Dick was also the director. (USIA has since been replaced
by the U.S. Agency for Global Media). Together, these outlets are part of what The New York
Times called a “worldwide propaganda network built by the CIA.” Their goal is to bombard
enemy countries with regime—change propaganda. Until the 1970s, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

was directly funded by the CIA.

In his position as director of USIA, Dick played a considerable part in the downfall of the
Soviet Union. In a 1990 event alongside media moguls Rupert Murdoch and Ted Turner, he noted

that “international broadcasting played a very critical role, as was suggested by Mr. Murdoch,
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in the events that took place in the USSR and Eastern Europe in the past couple of years.”

Listening to his speech, it is clear he saw his primary role as being to bring about regime

change. In fact, he was proud of it, stating:

International broadcasters were equally important in laying the groundwork for the democratic
revolutions that we have seen. Isn’ t it incredible how Western all those Eastern Europeans
sound in talking about freedom, democracy, free enterprise, environmental concerns. And they
didn’ t get those ideas from their own media or from textbooks in their own countries; they
got them mainly from international broadcasters like Voice of America, the BBC, Radio Liberty

and Radio Free Europe.”

In this same job, Dick was a key component in the ultimately successful attempt to bring
down the leftist Sandinista government in Nicaragua through hybrid warfare. The U.S. bombarded
the country with incessant propaganda, funding local media outlets that preached regime change,
amplifying fake news and scare stories, and supplying enormous amounts of weapons and training
to far-right death squads that labeled themselves “Contras” (short for
counter-revolutionaries). U.S.-trained and —armed death squads would go on to carry out

massacres across Central America throughout the 1980s, killing hundreds of thousands of people.

Dick would later be appointed by President George H.W. Bush as U.S. Ambassador to the
Seychelles and serve on a number of neoconservative think tanks. Chief among these is the
Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), an organization widely accused of being little
more than a front for the Israel lobby. Indeed, when asked point blank if that were the case
he refused to deny it, stating only that, “Israel is a country under siege. It’ s a democracy
in a part of the world where there are no democracies. And it is under constant irregular

terrorist attack and threat.”

Also on the board of the FDD at that time were Jeanne Kirkpatrick, a high official at the
center of the Iran—-Contra Affair, (the operation where the U.S. sold weapons to Iran to fund
Nicaraguan death squads), and R. James Woolsey, CIA director from 1993 to 1995. Dick would
later team up with Woolsey again at the Institute for the Study of Terrorism and Political

Violence.

A COUPLE OF PREPPY FREEDOM-FIGHTERS

From his position as head of USIA, Dick’ s role in the U.S. dirty, hybrid war against Nicaragua
can be reasonably surmised. But far fewer people know that a young Tucker himself also played
apart init. While still in college, Tucker and his roommate, friend and Daily Caller co—founder
Neil Patel went to Nicaragua at least two times to, in Tucker’ s own words, “get involved

in the war and support the side that was right, which was not the Sandinista side.”

Hundreds of people have written about the Fox News star, but none have unearthed this
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connection. Carlson has rarely talked publicly about his time in Nicaragua, and never at any
length. However, in a 2017 podcast interview with The Jamie Weinstein Show, he was asked about
it directly. “I don’ t think many people know that you were actually a freedom—fighter who
traveled to Central America to fight with the Contras. Could you fill [our listeners] in on
that story?” Weinstein asks. “No,” he replied, laughing, before coyly stating that his

»

supposedly “liberal” father “let” him go because he and Patel “wanted to go see the war

>

in Nicaragua.” “All kinds of hilarity ensued,” he added, laughing nervously before changing

the subject.

Both Carlson and Patel would return in 1990 at the time of the presidential election, which
pitted Sandinista Daniel Ortega against U.S.-backed, Contra—-supporting candidate Violeta
Chamorro. Thanks to years of U.S.-sponsored terror and a huge political war chest, Chamorro
was able to win, becoming the sixth person in her family to hold the office. According to a
1990 edition of his college’ s newsletter, The Trinity Tripod, Carlson and Patel attended “many
[Chamorro] rallies.” Indeed, in the National Review podcast, Carlson said that he was literally

“standing next to her when she won.”

The younger Carlson presents his time in Nicaragua as purely innocent. “We did not have
a place to stay or any set plans. It was very spontaneous. We are both extremely political
and we felt that getting to know the country and some of its citizens would give us a better
perspective on the situation,” the Tripod quotes him as saying. Speaking to sources who were
in Nicaragua at the time, MintPress understands that it was not uncommon for Americans of both
socialist and conservative political dispositions to travel there as a kind of political gap

year.

Thus, it is quite possible that these preppy conservatives were simply rich kids inspired
by the attempts to unseat an anti—imperialist government. However, the fact that the son of
a man in charge of a CIA front organization tasked with aiding the Contras and overthrowing
the government went there on more than one occasion remains suspect. How was a random foreign
college student able to be right at Chamorro’ s side as she won, given the intense security
precautions after years of bloody civil war? What sort of “support” did Carlson give the
Contras, and how should we interpret the word “freedom—fighter?” MintPress asked Fox News

and Patel for comment on these issues but has not yet received a response

Even more questions are raised when one remembers that it was not long after his second trip
to Nicaragua that he formally applied to become a member of the CIA. Little about this event
is known, but it was reported that, after his apparent rejection, Dick suggested he take up

journalism. “They’ 11 take anybody,” he said

Today, the Sandinistas are back in power and the U. S. continues to support the Chamorro family,
with CIA cutout organizations like the National Endowment for Democracy sending the Chamorro
Foundation millions of dollars in an attempt to help Violeta’ s daughter Cristina’ s
presidential bid.
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A bowtie—clad Carlson pictured in his 1991 college yearbook with membership listed in the

Jesse Helms Foundation and Dan White society

The North Carolina senator was crucial in pushing through the Helms—Burton Act ? the blockade
of Cuba that continues to this day. He also wrote the legislation that established Radio Marti,

of which Tucker’ s father, Dick, became head.

While there is and was such an organization as the Jesse Helms Foundation, it is likely that
its inclusion in Carlson’ s profile was meant as a joke, as it appears next to a claim that
he was also part of the “Dan White Society.” Dan White was the man who killed Harvey Milk,
California’ s first openly—-gay elected politician. In this light, then, it is likely that

Carlson was merely signaling in a creative manner that he supported racism and homophobia.

DEFENDING THE CIA - FIRING BACK AT GARY WEBB

The CIA funded its dirty war against Nicaragua by helping the Contras to flood America’ s
Black urban centers with crack cocaine. That is the argument put forward by investigative
journalist Gary Webb in his “dark alliance” series for The San Jose Mercury News and later
in his book of the same name. The articles were widely republished and caused a storm of

indignation across the country, with massive public anger being directed towards the agency.

Fortunately, the CIA could count on the loyalty of many friendly journalists, among them
Tucker Carlson, who by 1996 was working for neocon publication The Weekly Standard. Inanarticle
titled “A Disgraceful Newspaper Expose and Its Fans,” Carlson launched a wall-to-wall defense

of the organization he had recently applied to join.

Framing it all as a ludicrous accusation, he claimed that there was “no evidence” for Webb’ s
claims, and presented the CIA as a noble institution under unfair scrutiny and constant attack
from forces inside the U.S. that wanted to bring it down. Far from engaging in the drug trade
he claimed that there is “ample evidence” that CIA officials had “moved to remove drug
traffickers” from the “Nicaraguan resistance” ? an interesting choice of words to describe

the Contras.

He also wrote off the Black journalists showing interest in Webb’ s findings as conspiracy
theorists, stating that “few major media outlets have validated the series by reporting on
its charges in any detail,” as if to say that this proved its erroneousness. In his book,

>

“Politicians, Partisans, and Parasites: My Adventures in Cable News,” he would later describe

the idea as “ridiculous.”

The CIA was very thankful to Carlson for helping muddy the waters and shooting the messenger.
A declassified CIA document cites his Weekly Standard article, among others, as aiding them

. « . . »
in “managing a nightmare.

Webb was subject to a huge campaign to sully his name and hound him out of journalism. He
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faced intense scrutiny and criticism from the national security state. In 2004, he was found
in his home in California with two bullets in his head. His death was officially ruled a suicide.

Others believe the messenger was killed

SPEARS, LIBBY, AND “SEMILITERATE PRIMITIVE MONKEYS”

As the millennium approached, Carlson had begun to establish himself as a neoconservative
writer, reportedly “begging” arch neocon and future Iraq War architect Bill Kristol to hire

him at The Weekly Standard.

After The Weekly Standard, Carlson jumped to CNN, hosting the show Crossfire. Like Kristol,
he supported the invasion of Irag, even going there to mingle with private U.S. mercenaries
An image from 2004 shows Carlson posing with two armed employees of DynCorp International,
holding a Kalshnikoff rifle himself. Carlson’ s article presents them as a relatively laudable

force conducting vital operations, rather than an occupying army carrying out war crimes

Tucker, far right, holds an AK47 as he poses with two DynCorp employees in Iraq in 2004

Apart from this soldier cosplaying, Carlson was also involved in one of the most iconic and
bizarre pieces of pro—war propaganda from the time. In a 2003 interview with Britney Spears,
Carlson asks the pop superstar what she thought about Iraq and what followers should do.

“Honestly, I think we should just trust our president in every decision he makes and should
just support that, you know, and be faithful in what happens,” she replies. “??Do you trust
this president?” Carlson asks. “Yes, I do,” she responds. “Excellent!” he exclaims. The
clip was replayed countless times and is featured in a number of documentaries about the war,

coming to define an era of pro—war media reporting.

Another top neocon close to the Carlson family is the former chief of staff to Vice President
Dick Cheney, Scooter Libby. Along with Kristol, Libby was a founding member of the Project
for a New American Century, the controversial think tank that pushed for the United States
to become a global empire and take out any and all governments that did not comply with its
dictates. In 2007, Libby was famously sentenced to 30 months in prison for his role in a CIA

scandal, although he was later pardoned by Trump.

By the time of Libby’ s arraignment before a federal judge, Carlson had his own show on MSNBC,
where he defended Libby, stating “This is a guy who devoted his whole life to the vice president.
He’ s got little kids. He worked 18 hours every day for five years.” What Carlson did not
note were his own connections to Libby. His father Dick had employed Libby as his lawyer for

some time and was even on the Libby Legal Defense Fund. “I’ m a good friend of Scooter Libby, ”

Dick said in a 2006 interview on C-Span; “I’ ve been a friend of Scooter’ s for years. Scooter
Libby is, in my view, a person of great integrity and character,” he added. Libby and the
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elder Carlson also worked together to represent Monica Lewinski and help fund her legal fees
Furthermore, Neil Patel had worked for Libby for a number of years, rising to become his deputy

chief policy advisor.

The future Fox News anchor claims that he quickly turned against the war. However, many of
his earliest known anti-war statements do not present him in the best light. “It’ s beyond
our control. I mean if, somehow, the Iraqis decided to behave like human beings or something.
It’ s beyond that. We can’ t ? I don’ t think we can control. I think that’ s the whole lesson
of Iraq is that it is very difficult to control other people’ s countries,” he said in 2008,
adding a few months later that, “Iraq is a crappy place filled with a bunch of, you know,

semiliterate primitive monkeys ? that’ s why it wasn’ t worth invading.”

Thus, his objection to the war was not that it was immoral, but that it was too much of a
burden on the U.S. On Iraqis, he was explicit, stating in 2006: “They can just shut the fuck
up and obey, is my view. And, you know, the second we leave, they’ re going to be calling for

us to return because they can’ t govern themselves.”

THE POT CALLS 0’ REILLY BLACK

Throughout the 2000s, Carlson’ s on—air persona was very different to the one he projects
today. Sporting a bowtie and a suit, he reveled in his position among the upper—classes. “I’ m
an out—of—the—closet-elitist-:* I don’ t run around pretending to be a man of the people; I’ m
absolutely not a man of the people, at all.” he said in a 2008 radio interview. Even after
he joined Fox News as an analyst in 2009, he was still very frank about his role in the media.

“T am 100% his bitch. Whatever Mr. Murdoch says, I do,” he said, referring to the conservative

press baron who owns Fox News, The Wall Street Journal and a host of other outlets

He also had little time for right-wingers and their faux populism, which he regarded as
attempting to appeal to working—class people by offering them false consciousness. In a 2003

interview, he criticized Fox News anchor Bill 0’ Reilly, stating:

I think there’ s a deep phoniness at the center of his schtick. It’ s built on the perception
that he is the character he plays; he is everyman. He’ s not right-wing, he’ s a populist
fighting for you against the powers that be:-- And that’ s great as a schtick. But I’ m just
saying that the moment it is revealed not to be true, it’ s over!.. Because the whole thing
is predicated on the fact that he is who he says he is. And nobody is that person. Especially

not somebody who makes many millions a year.”

And yet, when Carlson replaced 0’ Reilly in his 8 p.m. slot on Fox News, he adopted virtually
the same persona, as a fiery, unpredictable outsider standing up for working people and saying
what so many are thinking. He has certainly taken a number of positions against the establishment
consensus. He was the only mainstream pundit to cover the Syria—OPCW coverup in 2019 and has

generally supported calls to free Australian publisher Julian Assange
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Moreover, his rhetoric about elites in Washington is sometimes eerily reminiscent of Senator

Bernie Sanders. For instance, in 2019 he said:

Working—class people of all colors have a lot more in common, infinitely more in common with
each other than they do with some overpaid MSNBC anchor. And if you were allowed to think about
that for long enough, you might start to get unauthorized ideas about economics, and that would

be disruptive to a very lucrative status quo.”

Talk like this has built his credibility in conservative circles and even among portions
of the political left. Carlson regularly invites on leftist commentators who are rarely seen
on the other networks. Journalist Glenn Greenwald even went so far as to say that he would

“consider Tucker Carlson to be a socialist.”

Yet closer inspection of his position finds that Carlson largely identifies Democrats rather
than Republicans as the real problem. “Democrats have become the party of the elite,
professional class,” he tells viewers, with the phrases “elite” and “liberal elites” often
used interchangeably. Even in the quote above, he identifies “overpaid MSNBC anchor[s]” as

the problem, rather than the upper class more generally.

TUCKER™ S REAL PURPOSE

Thus, the Fox News host also attempts to channel popular frustrations away from the real
causes of economic grief and into a pointless and endless red vs. blue culture war. Carlson
has attempted to get his viewers angry about how liberals are supposedly claiming that the
number “8” and trees are racist, or trying to get you to eat bugs. As media critic Carlos

Maza noted:

The goal of Tucker’ s show isn’ t to challenge the elite; it is to make sure that you never
realize who they are. To get you so mad at atheists, feminists, immigrants, millennials, trans
people, pot smokers, college students, vegans, the NFL, Brooklyn witches and Lena fucking Dunham,

that you don’ t get mad at the people who are actually in charge.”

Carlson is generally quite respectful of his interviewees, his affable personality and charm
disarming many. Yet when a guest actually brought up systemic failures of capitalism and
highlighted his network’ s own part in it, Carlson shut it down. In 2019, Dutch historian Rutger
Bregman was brought on to criticize the World Economic Forum at Davos, but it did not go as
planned after Bregman went off—script, highlighting the phony nature of Carlson’ s critique.

“You are a millionaire funded by billionaires:-+ And that’ s the reason you’ re not talking
about these issues:-* You are not part of the solution, you’ re part of the problem,” he told
Carlson. “You  re all like ‘I’ m against the globalist elite, blah, blah blah.” It’ s not
very convincing,” he added, to which Carlson replied, “Why don’ t you go fuck yourself!”

The interview was terminated and never broadcast.
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Tucker Carlson

“The goal of Tucker’ s show isn’ t to challenge the elite; it is to make sure that you never

realize who they are”

Throughout his career, he has also consistently opposed labor unions ? historically, the
principal method through which working—class people build consciousness and organize for better
wages and conditions. Why is this? In a 2009 radio segment, when he was yet to don his
0’ Reilly-borrowed everyman persona, he laid it out. Referencing his own privileged upbringing,
he explained, “One thing you learn when you grow up in a castle and look out across the moat
every day at the hungry peasants in the village is you don’ t want to stoke envy among the

proletariat.”

“Tucker Carlson isn’ t a populist,” Maza said; “he’ s a safety valve; a way to make sure
that when the peasants in the village get angry, they don’ t take it out on the party giving
tax cuts to him or [Rupert Murdoch], his multi-billionaire boss.” Maza noted that Carlson
spent twice as long discussing how liberals think trees are racist as he did covering Trump’ s
2017 tax cuts, which were, at the time, the biggest giveaway from the poor to the super—-wealthy
in American history. That Carlson is still an elitist at heart and not some kind of radical,
anti—neocon outsider can be gauged by the fact that last year he was spotted eating dinner

together with President George W. Bush at a private residence in Florida.

Carlson has also stoked racial resentment on his show, platforming far-right guests and
scaremongering about gypsies coming to America and suggesting they would defecate in public.
He also claimed that immigrants make the country “poorer and dirtier” and repeated the “great
replacement” conspiracy theory ? an idea that the Democrats are intentionally inviting people

of color to the U.S. in an attempt to replace the white race

A BRILLIANT DISGUISE

While Carlson has generally opposed increasing tensions with Russia, this should not be

mistaken as a principled, anti-war stance. Rather, Carlson wants the U.S.  attention to be
firmly on what he calls “the China threat.” In a segment entitled “America is being sold
to China,” he frames the opioid crisis as a possibly deliberate Chinese attack on the U.S.

He has also claimed that Biden has “accelerated America’ s bend to communist China” and that
Beijing is engaged in “wholesale theft” and “relentless espionage” against the United

States, in what, for him, amounts to “the biggest story of the decade.”

In this position, Carlson is mirroring that of the Pentagon, which long ago began its so—called
“Pivot to Asia.” For years, the U.S. military has been building up its forces for what the

head of Strategic Command, Admiral Charles Richard, described as the “real possibility” of
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a nuclear war with China.

In December, Carlson attempted to fuse his crusade against woke liberals with an aggressive
pro—confrontation message. He and media personality Jesse Kelly agreed that wokeness will lead
to hundreds of thousands of Americans dying in battle, presumably because the military has
become too sissified to win in a coming war against China, a power Carlson described as a

“massive, real threat.” Kelly added:

We don’ t need a military that’ s women—friendly. We don’ t need a military that’ s
gay—friendly, with all due respect to the Air Force. We need amilitary that is flat—out hostile.
We need a military full of type—A men that want to sit on a throne of Chinese skulls. But we
don’ t have that now. We can’ t even get women off of naval vessels. That should be step one.

But most of them are already pregnant anyway.’
Carlson nodded along, even as Kelly hinted at genocide against Chinese people.

Ultimately, while Carlson ? like others ? has found a massive audience for his populist
sentiment, careful scrutiny of his background and past statements prove that this is little
more than an act. In the same manner as Bill 0’ Reilly, this elitist trust-fund kid has managed
to make his audience believe that he is a radical outsider working on behalf of ordinary people
like him, despite the fact that the billionaire—owned Fox News has given him a platform and

a multimillion—dollar contract

Despite his family’ s wealth and close connections with state power, he has convinced millions
that he is on their side. Yet Tucker Carlson is no threat to the establishment; in fact, he

is one of their greatest assets
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Good evening. It’s Tucker Carlson, one of the first things you realize when you step outside
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the noise for a few days is how many genuinely nice people. There are in this country kind
of decent people, people who really care about what’s true, you know, bunch. It’s gotta be
the population. So that’s hard. The other thing you notice when you take. A little time off
is. How unbelievably stupid most of the debates. You see on television are they re completely
irrelevant. They mean nothing. In five years we won t even remember that we have them. Trust
me, as someone who s participating. And yet, at the same time, this is the amazing. Thing,
the undeniably. Big topics, the ones that will define our future, get virtually no discussion
at all or civil liberties, emerging science, demographic change, corporate power, natural
resources. When was the last time you heard a legitimate debate about any? Of those issues.
It’ s been a long time. Debates like that are not permitted in American media. Both political
parties and their donors have reached consensus on what benefits them, and they actively collude
to shut down any conversation about it. Suddenly, the United States. Looks very much like a
one party state. That’s a depressing realization, but it’s not permanent. Our current
orthodoxies won’ t last their brain dead. Nobody actually believes them. Hardly anyone’ s life
is. Improved by them. This moment is to inherently. Ridiculous to continue. And so it won’ t.
The people in charge know this. That’ s whether hysterical and aggressive. They re afraid they ve
given up persuasion. They re resorting to force, but it won’ t work when honest. People say
what’ s true calmly and without embarrassment, they become powerful. At the same time. The liars
you’ ve been trying to silence them. Shrimp may become weaker as the iron. Law of the universe

True things prevail. Where can you still find Americans saying true things? There are many
places left, but there are some and that’s enough. As long as you. Can hear the words, there

is hope. See you soon. (M)

(#)
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